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Copry W Nitn Onmuncd YA Follownq 50 odne PART 1.

IEPERIAL REEBECRIPFPT

] " We, by the grace of heaven, Buperor of Japan, seated on the
Throne of a line upbroken for ages sternal, enjoin upon ye,
our loyal and brave subjects;

We hereby declare war on the United States of America and
the British Empire. The men and Officere of our Army and Navy
shall do their utmost in prosecuting the war, Qur publiec
servants of various departments shall perfors faithfully and
diligently thelr appointed tasks, and all other subjects of
Qure ehall pursue thelr respective duties; the entire nation
with & united will shall mobilize their total strength so that
nothing shall miscarry in the atteinment of our war aims.

I

To snsure the stabllity of Fast Asia and to contribute to
world peace is the far sighted policy which was formmlated by
Qur Great Jllustrious Imperial Grandsire and Qur Great Imperial
gire succeeding Him, and which We lay constently to heart, To
cultivate friendship among mations and to enjoy presperity in
common with all pations has always been the guiding principle
of Our Bmpire's foreign policy. It has been truly unavoidable
and far from our wishes that Qur Empire has been brought to cross
swords with Americe and Britain, More than four yearsg have passed
since China, failing to comprehend the true intentions of Our
BEspire, and recklessly courting tréuble, disturbed the peace of
East Asia and compelled Qur Empire to take up arms. Although
there has been re—established the National Government of China
with which Japan has effected neighborly intercourse and co-
coperation, the regime which bas survived at Chungking, relying
upon American sand British protection, still continues ite
fratricidal epposition. Eager for the realization of their ‘
inordinate ambition to dominate thé Orient, both America and
Britein, giving support to the Clamgking regime, have aggravated
the disturbences in East Asia. Noreover, these two powers
induecing other countries to follow suit, increased military
preparations on all sides of Qur Fmpire to challenge us. They -
have obstructed by every means our peaceful commerce, and >
finally resorted to a direct severance of economic relations
manacing gravely the existence of Qur BEmpire. Patiently We bave
weited and long We bave endured, in the hopethat our Govermment
might retrieve the situation in peace. But our adversaries,
ehowing not the leest spirit of conciliation, bave unduly delayed
a settlement; and inthe meantime, they have intensified the

o economic and politicel pressure to compel thereby OQur Empire to
)} submission. This trend of affaire would, if left unchecked, mot
. only nullify Qur Fmpires great efforts for many pears for the
sake of the stabilization of Fast Asia, but also endanger the
very wxistance of Qur Nation, The situation being as it is, Our
Fapire for its existence and self-defense has no other recouree
but to appeal to arms and to crush every eobstacle in its path.

Wmﬁmm P, P M, I e - --u-q.,...u-tﬂ-'—-!-\.—n-".,_---,-.__m—.-_



Note:-

ﬁamﬂmmuormmmmmm
us from above, We rely upon the loyalty and eourage of -
Our subjects in OQur confident expectation that the task
bequea thed by Qur forefathers will be carried forward,
mdthtth-m-anfnﬂﬂllhlpuduruﬂium
mmmm:mcamuwmmuumm
pmmingthtr-byth-glorrnfnurlipin

(Imperial Sign Manual)
(Imperial Seal)

The above Imperial Rescript was taken from the
War Anniversary Number of the Japan Times
Advertiser, Tokyo, of Tuesday December Bth 1842,
(the 17th year nr Showa),

-



»

Lieut—-General TOMOYUKI YAMASHITA

Bigh Com Nippon Arwy
reb. 10th. 1942,

-

To:~ The High Com of the Britiesh Army in Malaya.

Your Excellency, ,

I,thamhmdthnnppmmhnd
en the spirit of Jepanese chilvalry bave the héoour of
presenting the note to your Fxcellency advising you to
surrender the whole force in Malaya .

My sincere respects are due to your army
which true to the traditionel spirit of Great Britein is
bravely, defending Singapore, which mow stands isclated
and unaided. .

Many fierce and gallant fights have been fought
br:wrp.llmtlmmdufﬂnm, to the honour of British
warriorship.

barm and injuries to thousande of nop-combatents in the City,

_throwing them into further miseries and horrors of war,

but also would not certainly add amyihing to the homour
of your ATEY » - .
: o Iupa-ctt.hltymmﬂlnqluclptﬂ.(lr
advice will give up this meaningless and desperate
resistance and prosptly order tbe entire front to,cease
hmuﬁumddlldinpttnhltmlnaﬂlarm
parlismentaire according to the prodeecure shown at the
end of this advice. If on the contrary your excellency’

mmmiﬁmﬂmhnﬂﬂnmtnmm
annihilating attack en Singapore.

- nﬂm:thilmunfm:ulwmin
-rd.nnmmpontltnrmrmdlm.

si:n-d_. .!a-nruli Yamashita.
1. Yhe parliamepteire should proceed to Bukit Timah Rd.

!.Ihurulinmhirt-huﬂﬂbm:ﬁihﬂumdm
Union Jack. :

. —I—I—I—I—MPI-I—I-I—I-*II-I-PI—I—I—I—I—I-I—I-I—H"
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AINONITION |

I bhave the bonour of presenting to you this Admonition of
Peace from the standpoint of the Nippon Sumurai Spirit, Nippon
Navy, Amy and Alr Force have conquered the Phillipine; Islands
and Hong Kong and annihilated the British Fxtreme Oriental
Fleet in the Southern Seas, The command of the Pacific Ocean
and the Indian Ocean as well as the Avihtion power in the
Southern Zsmx and Western Asian continents is now under the
control of the Nippon Forces. India has risen in rebellion,
Thai and Malays have been subjected to Nippon without any
remarkable registance, The warhas almost been settled already
and Melay 1s under Nippon Power. Since the 18th century
Singapore has been the starting point of the development of
your country and the important juncture of the civilization
of the Westf and Fast. Qur Army cannot suffer as well as you
to see this district burmm to ashes by the War, Traditionally
when Nippon is at war, when she takes her arms she's always
based upon the loyalty and breaking wrong and helping right
and she does not and never aim at the conquest of other
nations nor the expansion of her territories.

The War cause, at this time, as you mxix are well
aware originated from this loyalty. We want to establish new
order and some of mutual posgoxtiyx prosperty in the Eastern
Orient. You cannot deny at the bottom of your impartisl
hearts that this is divine will and humanity to give
bappiness to millions of Fast Orientale mousming under
the exploitation and persecution. Consequently, The Nippon
Army, basing upon this great loyality, attacks without
reserve thope who resist them, but not only the innocent
pecple but also the purrended to them will be treated Kindly
according their Samuraism. When I imagine the state of mind
of you who have so well done your duty, isolated and without
rescuer, and now gurrounded by our Armies how much more could
I not sincerely sympathize with you. This is why I’dare advise
you to make peaceand give you a friendly hand tp co-operate
for the settlement of the Oriemntal Paece. Many thousands of
wives and chlldren of your Officers and Soldiers are heartily
walting in thelr pative land to the coming home of their
husbands and fathers and many hundreds of thousands of
innocent people are also passionately wishing to avold the
calamities of War.

I expect you to consider upon the eternsl honour of
British Tradition and you, be persuaded by this Admonitionm,
Upon my word we wont kill you, treat you as officers and
soldiers if you come to ub. But if you resist us we will

gibe swords.

(sgd) Nippon Army.
Singapore
15 Feb 42,

MRt 3
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CONVERSATION BETWERN - PART 4

LIEUT., GENERAL PERCIVAL AND THE JAPANESE
REGARDING SURRENDER TERMS,
=X XXX =X =X = XK= X X=X =KX X X o Km m Xm T X K T X X X X X
%Hm. Fe have Just received your reply.
e Imperial Japanesse Aray will consider nothing but
unconditional surrender. .

m It is 8,15 p.m. Japanese time, I fear we ghall mot
be able to submit’ otir final’reply before nightfall. .

*

Y. (loudly) Reply to us only wether our terms are acceptable

~ to you or not. Thingahnntahudonnnifﬂ;m"u-m

to resume firing in the evening. .
P. Wont you please wait.until you rnm.l.l;r file into
Singapore 7

BT B4

Y. It is impossible.’in the Firet Place why not disars all the .
British troops huﬂ leaving only about 1000 armed gendarmes for

malntaining peace
In the second plnau, under no ‘circumbtances can we tolerate
further Brlti-h resistance,

I 114;'

P. One of your terms hmdndtnu:i:lmnﬂndthutn'hunnrﬂ

certain representatives of the l::m.ngking rqi:u to you. Their
nmunrumt-nlurtuu. <>

LS - 1) &F 8 Fil: =153 4 .

Y. B}'htrulnnthtmmtmdhmmtnum
Iuli.n;nnu uf the r:hinu- J.'l.lm” men, '~
i -,‘.l | & L
P. I ask thnt the Nippon Army mipmut- with us in
discontinuing nttmk . |
o s il s v Ly .,i.'l
Y. Agreed, wWhat hu become of the Nippon citizens in
' iy 2 1d* O ¢
el Kbt L LI 3

P. !hnrhunﬂlbmtrlnnf-r-dhtndin We do not know
exactly where. The British Troops muldmuhnnnﬂﬂlt
1180 p.m. r

PRivea 08 ==rs 1-"‘-'.1
Y. Thutinhahtu.h;uﬂop.l.nlhﬂphmprtdm
m‘h mmﬁ Pﬁp'i' b yed bes M)

gotars

~'P. “Unless you'allow 68 t6 11,50 'p.H. T fear thutIlhnllInt

h-:hl-tatmuitthauﬂurtaﬂllrtmnpl.
Ii Th-'l u-m Pi.-n 'i-ll hl

4
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P. Please do not allow the Nippon Army to enter Singapore
until tomorrow,

Y. Why oot assemble all your arms imsediately in the heart
of Singapore so that our Aray can check thes ?

P. Wby not let us arrange that tomorrow mrning 7
Y. It is a matter we can arrange as a side issue.

P. Even 11.00 p.m. is a 1ittle late for all "I::m;:ﬁ! to ceaze
fare. Why not let them cease hostilities in their present
positions, 17 . _ o mE |

Y. In that case we shall continue firing until 11.50 p.m. I
would advise you to order cessation of hostilitles immediately,

P. 1 shall seec that they cease firing immediately I return
to my H.Q., and see that firing ceases by 11.%0 p.m.. In the
city area the firing will ceass immedlately and in the distant
areas not later than 11,50 p.m.

Y. As proof of your good faith we shall bold the Highest
British Comnanders and the Govemor of the Straits Settlements

in custody at our Headquarters. ( A look of amazement was noticed
on Generals Percivals face) . : . '

P. Cannot the Nippon Army remain in its present positions

s0 that we may resume notifications again tomorrow at 7.00 a.m.

Y. .
Khatl I want the hostilities to cease tonight and T want

to remind you that the question is strictly a matter of this, |

If you can discontinue resistance by 11,20 p.m. we shall hold

the Highest Commander and the Govenor of the Stralts Settlements

in our custody. If you cannot do it, the Highest Comzander afd

the Govemor must come to our H,Q, by 10.00 p.m. Wbl 4

P. We shall discontinue firing at 10.00 p.m. Kippon Time,
had we better remain in our present positions.tonight 7

T

- Y. Speaking on the whole see that your troops remain in their
positions and assemble tonight, disarm, at. the prescribed Places.
I appréve of the cessation of ‘host ties at 10,00 p.m. After
we have finished firing all the British troops should disarm
themselves save 1,000 men whom we ghall permit to carry arms to
maimtain order. You have agreed to the terms, but you have mot
yet made yourself clear as to whether you have agreed to
unconditional surrender or not. :

( General Percival with bowed head and in a faint volce gave
his consent. It was 7.40 p.n.)

"
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Y. Ifmh-.ﬂnuptdmmlwuldmntam
them from your own lips once more.

P. The British troops will cease hostilities mot later than
10.00 p.m. Nippon Time.

Y. The British troops shall disarm themselves completely,

except 1,000 men whom the Imperial Army will allow to carry ]
arms in order to obtain peace and order. If your troops
infringe upon these terms the Imperial Japanese Army will
resume hostilities immediately.

P. 1 agree. I have a request to make, Will the Imperial
Aray protect the women and children and the Britilh
civilians, men , women and children 7

Y. We shall see to it, Please sign this truce agreement.
The Commander of the surrendered British Garrision

affixed his signature at 7.50 p.m., on the 15th
February, 1942,

X=X =X =X =X = X=X =X X=X = X=X =X =X =X~ X=X =X =X~ X=X =X =X~ X=X =X =X =X
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It is certain that our troops on Singapore Island heavily |

_ outnumber any Japanese who have crossed the Straits; we must |
) destroy them. Our whole fighting reputation is at stake and '
the honour of the British Empire.

The Americans have held out in the Batuan
Peninsular against far beavier odds, the Pussians are turning '
back the picked strength of the German Army. The Chinese with |
alwost complete lack of modern equipment have held the '
Japanese for four and a bhalf years. '

It will be disgraceful if we ssx cannot hold
our boasted fortress of Singapore to inferior ememy forces.
There must be no thought of sparing the troops or civilian
population and no mercy sust be shown in any shape or
to any waekness. Commanders and Senior Officers msu
the troope and 1f necessary die with them. There mu
thought of surrender. Every unit must fight it out to the end
and in close contact with the enemy.

41

c*

» Flease see that the above is brought to the
notice of all Senior Officers and by them to the troope. I
look to you, and toyour men to fight to the emd to prove that

the fighting epirit that won our Empire shall and still
existe to defend it.

(signed)  WAVELL.
. Genearal.

Commander in Chief -
South West Pacific.

— — T e WO ErlE T T G g e e S T i . S o T T A S
m




Gozander 5rd Ind Corps, ' faaT b

-l--I Ir L3

I attach a copy of an order which I have received
from the C in C South Western Pacific Command. :
General 8ir Archibald P. Wavell, CCB, CMG, MC.

i

The gist of the order is to be conveyed to all
Ramks through the medium of the Commanding Officer. In
some units the troops have not shown the fighting spipit
which is expected of men of the British Empire. It will
be a lasting disgrace if we are defeated by an Armmy of
clever gangsters, many times inferior to our own in mmbers.
The spirit of aggression and determidation to stick it out
must be inculated in all ranks. There must be no thought of
withdrawal without orders.

There ara too many fighting men moving about
in back areas, Every avallable man who is not doing
essential work must be used to stop these invaders.

(signed) A.E, Percival. Lieut-Gen.
Commanding Officer Cmdg Malayu.

Advance HQ. )
Malays Command. )
11. Feb. 42.
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COPIES OF ]
SPECIAL ORDERS QF THE ~ L 1
? | DAY
i =X—-X-EX-X-X-X-X=X~X=-X-X-X~—
= 1. General A,P.W, Wavell, Commander in Chief 1
[ South Western Pacific, |
2. ° Lieut. General A.E. Percival, Gemeral Officer
\ Commanding, Malaya Command,
AT 1 Major General F., Keith Simmons, General Officer
' - Commanding, Southern Area.
; 4. Major General M.B, Beckwith Smith, General
Officer Commanding, 18th Divisionm,
s.
€.
|
7.
A
8. |
1 L
3 :
=X o Ko X XX XXX X = X X KK =X = X mXm X=X =X =X g B
| . s, >
| .
-,
(] will ’.!.'
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Commander § Imdian Oorps.

M“l A.1.F. '

Commander, Southern Area.

.lil .Q'; EIII-IIID. npn-l- u-ilt nispﬂ- D‘D-E-T'
p.D.M.8. D.,D,0.8. D,P.N,

EIEF
You have done well, I leave the
decision to wnit Commanders.
|
., {m] 1lPI'l -'ﬂli
9 General.

Commander in Chief, Bouth Westermm Pacific.

16. Feb. 42.

£
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Cad, 5 Indian Corps. B.R.A
Cmd. Southern Area. C.E
ced. A.I.F. C.8.0
"AW D.D,.8.
ol D.D.M
C.A.A.D, D.D.O
D.P.M, G (1)

- Staff Message Control,

- - - - e W S e - - - - .

It has been necessary to give up the struggle
but I want the reason explaidned to all ranks,
The forward trocps continue to,hold thelr groud but the
essentiale of war have run short. In a few daye we ghall
have neither petrol or food. Many types of ammunition

are short and the water supply, on which the vast civilian

populationxxx and many of the fighting troopes are
dependant, threatens to fall. This situation has been
brought about partly by hostile air and artillmry action
and partly by being driven off owr dumps. Without these
ginewe of war we cannot carry on.

I thank all Ranks for their efforts
throughout thies capaign.

'Signed) A.E, Percival.

Lieut, General.
Genersl Officer Commanding, Malaya Command,

»G" (Opse)

1'51 rﬂhl 42- ) =
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To:-
c.F.D. OC SA Signals.
.1 MIB. : Cmdt SEVF.
2 MIB. ,OC RASC (SA).
12 IIB. . ATMS, { ; ;
oC 122 Army Fd Rgt. IIIUE. SA X
0C 1€ Def Regt RA. '
OC EA RE. GA F'n:l:'t Canning.
From:- H,Q. Southern Area, 0.9. 16. Feb.

After weeks of anxious and steadfast -
watching you have taken your turn in the fighting on \
Singapore Island. Some of you have previcusly done r:rur
part most gallantly on the mainland, Throughout the a
operations on Singapore Island, I can only thank you for
your gallant efforts to stem the attack. You have had little
support from the air, you have been outnumbered and out-
gunned, Notwithstanding thés you have borme yourselves
magnificently. Remember this, in your bour of trial, you
have done your part, your best, and bave no need to blame
yourselves. Eeep your gpirit up. Good times will come
again,

(Signed) F. Keith Simmons.
Major General.

mnunﬂur, Southern Area. -

L]

o 2




4.

CRA. 18 Bn Recce, Corps.
CRE. CRASC.

18, Div Signals, ATMS.

55 Inf Bde. ADOS.,

564 n» " Pro.

65 m m F8S.

9 RNF. Postal,

No Commander has lead a bappier and more loyal teax
into & battlé, The Division was sent into a theatre of war
for which it was neitbher trained or equiped, to fight a
cunning and clever enemy who was on the crest of the wave,

It was sent to fight a battle which was already lost mnd bed *
tc pass through troops whose morale had been badly ghaken.

It had to endue long periods of hardship witbout food or rest,
yet it fought with great courage and tenacity, inflicting

heavy losses on the enemy, Every man can, ang I know he will
rightly bold his heed high, kmowing that he has upheld the

best traditions of the British Army.

; During the 18 months I have been privileged tomcommand
the Division, at home and overseas, it has carried ocut every
varied and exacting task it has been called upor to undertake,
and now I can only dedicate the rest of my life to help in
every way the Officers, W.0s and Men of the 16th Division.

God Bless you all and bring you safely home when
victory is finally ours, with the knowledge that you haye
played your part in its achiewvment,

(Signed) Beckwith Smith.
" 6.0.C.’18t h Division.

15. Feb. 1942, ’ i | :



Special Osder of the Day by :
Lt. Gen. Bir Lewis M. Heath, K.,B,E. C.,B, C.I.E. D.S5.0. N.C.
Commander, 5rd, Indian Corps.

A R Vv

Sl

Erd. Ind. Cps. Signals is now to be disbanded after
two months of most active and strenuous operations during the
course of which all renks of Cpe Sigs., bave had to face
p-culi.-ilr great difficulties which they bave never falled to
surmount,

S v

- cen i

I wish to place on record my high appreciation
of the manner in which all ranks of the R, Cps. Sigs., with
H.Q. 8rd Ind, Cps., have responded to the heavy demands and to
congratulate them upon the skilful and cheerful manner in which
i they bave performed thelr multifarious tasks. .
Officers and other ranks will pow be employed in
! other spheres of activity and will, I know, continue to render
! the same unremitting unselfish service. :
] Good luck to you all,

(8igned) L.M. Heath. Lt. Gen,
9. ME 4z, i Sxd Iﬂ- WI'PI-

% | XXX XK X X Ko X Y Ko X X Ko T X X X

9
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Special Order of The Day By.
Maj-Gen. Keys.
Commanding 11 th Indian Division.

--l-l'-'l----r——--l—'—------i—-

This one of the last messages I shall have the
privilege of addressing to Units of the 11th Ind. Div.

The Divielon has been thro' an ordeal® such as
few if any. of the formations of the British and Indian Armies
bave ever faced.

After two and a bhalf months of heavy and incessant
fighting withodt relief or pess , the Division bas maintained
its part intact in the final Battle of Singapore.

During this period our casualties have been heavy
but on all accasions Units have responded to the repeated
demands made on them with the finest spirit. You areé all
faced with a very difficult and trying period. -

I an confident that your bearing and discipline
in the time to come will be worthy of the best traditions
of the units you represent. .

(signed)
Eeys. Ma). Gen.
Commanding, 11th Ind Division.

Malaya.
15. Feb. 42,

=X=X=X=X=X=X~E-X~X~X~X=X—~X~X~X—X =X =X =X —X-X~
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COPY OF AN ADDRESS
GIVEN BY

MAJOR-GENERAL SHIMPEYE FUKUE
NIPPON COMMANDER OF
NO.1l. PRISONER OF WAR CAMP, MALATA.

XK X=X = K= e K K K K X X Ko

1 an the General Officer Commanding this P.O.NW.

Canp. Ipmﬂﬂnfrﬂthiudqfunudlugum:ta
treat you according to the Regulations for Prisoners of
war laid down by the Great Japanese Empire and the Great
Japanese ATay. .

- T think I will be kind and generous %o you as
far as regulations permit. I bope every omne of you will
be faithfully obedient to what is given to you by the Staff
of my office and all in charge of it.



; PART 4

SPECIAL SELERANG OEDER
BY
COL. E.B. HOLMES.

Comnander, British and A,I.F. Troops, Changi,
P.0.W.  CAMP,

=X K== XK K K K K K K=K =X =X~

The Commander, British and A,I,F. Troops, Changi
P.0.W. Camp, congratulates all Officers amd Men of the
Forces now here, on the spkendid manner in which yesterdays
difficult move was carried out, and the cheerfulness and
the good discipline being shown by all ranks in our
present difficult circumstances.

The Commander, Changi, wishes everyone to
realise that he is making continuous efforts to obtain
an honourable settlement with the Japanese, by which the
present conditions can be brought to an mﬂ Meanwhile
he knows that he can rely on all ranks to continue to
display the fine example shown yesterday.

L=

Changi '
5. Sept. 42, H.Q. Malaya Command,
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SPECIAL D

G
E R. No.l.
Colonel E.B. Holmes. M.C.

X=X = X=X X=X =X =KX =X =KX= =X~ y

1. " The requirement by the Imperial npmuu Army, |

‘issued under their order No.17 dated 51 August 1942 t-hn.t

ranks of the P.0.W. Camp, Changi, Should be givem the
epportunity to sign a Certificate of promise mot to escape,
has now been amended in a revised Imperial Japanese Army Order
No.17. dated 2nd September, 1942, to a definite order that all
Officers, ¥.C,0s and Men of the P.0.W. Camp shall sign this
undertaking.

2. 1 therefore now order that these certificates will
be signed by all ranks, and handed by Area Commanders to
Command Headquarters by 1100 hrs on the 5th September, 1942,

5, The circumstances in which I have been compelled to
issue this order will be made the subject of Selerang Special
Order No. 5. which will be issued htu'

i (Signed)
E.B. Holmes. :
Selerang. Colonel.
4. Bep. 42, Commanding British and Australian Troops.
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COPY.
BELERANG SPECIAL ORDER No. 5.

4th sept. 42,
=X =X =X~ X=X = X=X =X =X X=X X X = X=X =X~ X~
: :
1. On the 50th August 1942, I, together with my drea
Commanders was summoned to the Conference House Changl Gaol, where
I wag informed by the representative of Major Gemeral Shimpei ot
Fukuye, G.0.C. Prisoner of War Camps, Malaya, that all Prisomers
of War in Changl Camp were to be given forms of promise mot to
escape and that all were to be given an opportunity to sign this
form. ) oy '

2. By the Laws and Usages of war,a prisoner of war cammot -
be rquired by the power holding him to give his parole, and in our
Army, those who have become prisoners of war are not permitted to
give their parole. I pointed out this position to the Japanese
authorities, s ' :

5. I informed the representative of Major General Shimpei
Fukuye that I was not prepared to sign the form and that I did not
congider that any Officers or Men in the Changi Camp would be
prepared to sign. In accordance with the orders of thg Japanese
Authorities, all prisoners of war were given an opportunity to sign.
The result of that opportunity is well known. '

. i
4. On the 51st August I was informed hy the Japanese Author-
ities that those personnel who refused to sign the Certificate
would be subjected to " measures of severity" and that a refusal
to sign would be regarded as a direct refusal to obey a regulation
which the Imperial Japanese Army considered it necessary to enforce,

5. later, on the night of 1st, 2nd, I was warned that on the
2nd September all prisoners of war persisting in refusal to sign
were to be moved by 1800 hrs to Selerang Barrack Square. I cinfirmed
both on my own behalf, and in the name of the priscners of was,

our refusal to sign.

6. . The méve to Selerang Barrack Square was successfully ®
accomplished on the same afternoon. : ;
?.' I and the Area Commanders have been in constant conference
with the Japanese Authorities and bive endeavoured by megotiation to
have the form elther abolished or at least modified. :

#1




o Copy of Selerang Order 11/A dated 4th September 1842,
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. Reference SELERANG Special Order No.5. Deted
4. Bep. 1842,

! My attention has been dramn to gome consern which
is being felt that there may be adverse financial consequences

" _ on individuals as the result of the signing of the non-escape
b certificates. _ {

i Tt is obviously impossible for me to give a ruling
in this matter, which must rest in other hands than mine. I

A wish, however, all ranks to be informed that this point had
. my full consideration at the time of the-decision, and I am
convinced that no such msx adverse consequences en pay,
pension or allowances will result to any individual. Tt will
naturally be my first endeavour, also, to ensure on release
that the position is made clear to Hi Majesty's Government.

(Signed)  E.B. HOLMES. COLONEL. .
Commanding British and Australian Troops Changi.

Changi.
4th Sep. 1942,
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THE FOLLOWING IS AN EXACT COPY

OF THE "NON-ESCAPE" FORM WHICH /
THE I.J.A. EXPECTED ALL P.0.Ws

TO SIGN AND WHICH LED UP TO

THE * SELERANG INCIDENT® - : ;J

|
:
'
{.
L ' =X=X =X~ X=X =X =X =X =X =X =X =X XX~
E
i ’nll'lliiiillillilI. the mﬂﬂrﬂmﬂ. w lﬁl-].,'
: ; gewear on my honour that I will nmot,
under any circumstances attempt
{ escape. ' :
* l
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"THE SELERANG INCIDENT",

On the 50th iugust, 1942, information was given to all ranks
in the P,0.W, Camp that the I J.A, bad issued a non-escape nrt.if--
icate, and had ordered that all should sign it. The Commancer,
British and Auetralian Forces,P,0,.W,Camp, Lt.Col.E.B. Holmes, H.G.
stated that on behalf of himself and all officers and men, he had
refused to sign. The+I,J.A. then demanded that all ranks be given
the opportunity to sign end intimated that those who did hot, would
be :uhjnctuﬂ to measures of severity: the forms duly signed n:ra to
be given to them by 1200 hours 5lst August., °

This information was conveyed to all ranke with the result’ thlt.
four private soldiers signed in the face of thie threat, out of a
total of 15,023 all ranks in the Camp. lnmingmnnuiudm

., the I.J.A. that those who persisted in refusing to sign would move
- by 1800 hours Znd September to Selerang Square. The warning was

made known to the troops but all decided to follow the Gmnnﬂur
and again refused to eign. '

at 1200 houre Wednesday 2nd September, the four signed forms
were duly handed to the I.J.A. at the Supervising 0ffice with the
result that the Commander was told that all P,0.W. in the.Camp, less
Hospitel Patiemts and Staff and the four mem who had signed, were to °
move to Selerang Sguare by 1800 hours that day. This order was gi.m

to the Ares Commanders and the trek began at 1400 hours.

Southern Area which was the most distant from Selerang, had to
go approximately two miles which included twxo very steep hills. “18 Div.
and 11th Div, Areas were cloger whilst the Australians were eceommodated
in the Selerang Area and were thus mctually on the spot. The only ‘
persone left were the four who bad signed.

Two first class metalled roads connected 'I:.hlr Areas with Balmng

‘these wiTe soon covered with troope dn the move whilst teams were pull-

ing and pushing trailers, bandcarts, wheelbarrows and other. forms of
converyance, winich were piled tremendously and dangerously high with
ratione, cooking stoves, wood fuel, utensils and bedding. It was
pathetic to see the lads just maneging to get along, lads who were
Beri-Berl cases; amputation cases strugiling along on crutches, and
others who for various reasons could only just walk, but all ﬂn‘bu'-:l.und

to get there somehow, Many men took four hours to cover 1-2 miles.

The spirit of all was wonderful, mem straining to get haeavily
laden trailers to the top of & hill, would simply lsugh and joke when
at the top, others halping comrades along and all smiling and urluliug
jokes like '0ff to Brighton for the Week-emd', .

It must be remebered that mobody knew what the Japanese intended
to do'with us when they had us concentrated, and thus the willingness
of all ranks, healthy and sick, to follow the lead of the Commander, ' .
wae a remarkable faith in the leader and of good ﬂianipilua in u:rt-rua-
1y adverse circumstances.

The Barracks in which we were to be mamtmtud were mnpletad
in 1856 and were designed to accommodate one Battalion of British

. Infantry. The 2nd Bn.The Gordon Highlanders occupied the Barracks from

1986 - 1541, 1 A
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There were seven Barrack Blocks and a big Central Cookhouse., Each
Block was of three floors with a flat roof, the ground floor of
each being used as offices and storerooms etc., or mess rooms.

Each floor used as sleeping quarters accommodated forty four men
making a total of 88 for each block. Each block was large and airy
with the usual toilet facilities and showers on each floor, the
ground measurement of each block being 150 ft. X 60 ft. which

included the verandahs, staircases etc., The whole area of the , (.

barrack eite, the concentration area, was 250 yde X 163 yds.

Bounding the barrack area was a road but in front of this was a storm

drain measuring about 5 ft across and about & ft. deep. It was

absolutely forbidden for any rank to step across this drain. A

" All had to be in the area by 1800 hours and by this hour all
had managed to arrive and squeeze in, a total of 15019 souls. -
The blocks and square had been divided according to the numbers of
the various areas, The square itself was an emazing sight, as it
was estimated that 508 of the total would have to live on it.

Each block had to mccommodate 1,800 and these used every available in

inch of syace including the flat roofs, stairways, veramdahs etc.

A space, approximetely 60 yds X 10 yds, was left in the cemtre of
the square, this being for the use of latrines. The toilets in the
blocks could not be used as the water had been cut off. In fact
throughout our enforced stay,.the water situation was very accute,
only taree points being provided of one tap -each until the third
day when another point was added, making a total of four taps for
15,000 men. The use of water for washing and shaving was strictly
forbidden, but the men managed to wash and shave “somehow. The averi
ration was less than one gallon per man per day which was all need-
ed in the preparation and cooking of food and for tea.

As the various groups and units entered the square the trailers
were off loaded and the cooks became busy putting up theirstoves and
making preparations for the evening meal, This consisted of just
plain boiled rice, practically the only food we got during our
incargeration, '

Men were busy trying to pake themselves little shelters against
the sun whilst others were starting to work, digging the latrines.

This work did not cease but was carried out night and day, firet

owing to the extreme urgency .and second, to the terribly tough
ground, The asphelt'had first to be ficked away and under this - .
was 'Laterite' a type of rock wihich was very hard to remove with
the inadequate tools ‘available, Coupled with tnis, the ground
itself was extremely unsuitable for latrines (no seepage) and -
gshortly after being used and awful was with us for good. Imagine .
food being cooked and men living within a few yards of this?.

Yet nothing daunted the mprikix spidits of the men and all

were very cheerful, a fact which greatl; .encouraged our Commander

during his continuous with the I,J.A. As darkness fell on the
first night, an impromptu was arranged on the square, a brave
effort which included community singing of many old favourites

' and patriotic songs, and finished with the National Anthem.

']

'
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PART 1,
The period of tenslon with Japan

and our preparations for war,

The period of tension goes back for a great mumbeér of years, In
1921 we decided to sever our relations with Japan and from this time
tenslon became acute, The aims Britain and Japan particularly concern-
ing China had become antagonistic. Our aime ocoincided with those of
Anerica and Canada. In 1922 the Washington Treaty laid down the Naval
Ratio of 5.5.5. for capital ships. Japan signed this treaty, but was .
clever -mugh to insert a clause denying America and Great Britain the
privelige of makijg a first class Naval Base within striking distance
of Japan. The result of this clause placed Hong-Kong and the Philli-
pines at the mercy of Japan. In the following year, 1928, we decided -
to build at Singapore a first class Naval Base. It is.mot unlikely
that from that very time Japan had her eye on the prospect of securing }
Malaya and Singapore. In many quarters doubts then existed as to the = !
wisdom of the choice of our mumber one Naval Base in the Pacific at 1
the Gatewsy to the Indian and Pacific Oceans; everything appeared to
depend upon the mainland of Malaya remaining in gur hands. Nevertihe- f
lees vast suns of monegy were voted to make its defenses impregnable,

Work on the comstruction of this base ceased during the Labour Govern-
ments term of office in 1950-51 as a token of good faith to encourage
peace among all nations and naturally emough at Japan's special request .
In another clause of the Washing Treaty which was signed by the nine
powers, all agreed to desist from aggression in China. For nine years
following the Washington Conference Japan had remained quiet, but had |
produced a very fast mercantile fleet, In 1931 Japan took advantage of -
the world-wide crisis to walk into Manchuria to strengthen her rosition
vis-a-vis Fussia., In 1954 Then Hitler was coming into power, she
abrogated the Washington Treaty when she expanded her navy and started
to build capiTal ships of 43,000 tons. Later, in 19%6, she decided on
further exjansion into Mongolia to sever North China. About that time .
we learned that there was a very strong feeling in the Japanese Admiralty
that the sduthern expansion policy was going to pay Japan mwore than any -
-other, At the same time it was clear to our Admiralty that elthough
we bhad gone & long way in the building of our Naval Base in Singapore,
we were not going to have navel partty there if we were involved in &
war in Burppe and Jepan invariably chose to embarik upon a policy of
aggreseion when her victims were engaged elsewhere, Its was, in fact, -
obvious that if we were engagedvelsewhere, only a very small fleet would
be available for the Pacific end the defense of Mayale and Binglporn
would devolve upon the Royal Air Force.

In 1858 therefore, but not before, the Air Officer Commanding Far
East, was told to submit plans for the defense of Malaya by the R.A.F, J
This he did without reference to and contrary to the wishes of the Army
authodities. There was already and existing landing ground at Kota Bl.'hm 1
and it was decided to make t is into a first class aerodrome and to
construct another at Gong Kedah at a third at Maching. There was also.
an serodrome at Aloa Star whish was not up to the requirements of modern
aireraft, another at Sungel Patani and a sixth at Bwtterworth. We also _
decided to build three aerodromes across the North of Johore at Kahang,
Kluang and Batu Pahat, and another at Kuantan on the east l.'!ﬂllt of Pahang.
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1t was declded to improve the existing the civil aercdromes in

Taiping, Ipoh and Kuala Lumpur. There was an aerodrose in Penang: &
in Singapore there were three; the civil airport, Tengah and Sembaw-
ang. In addition we had an aircraft and seaplane at Seletar near

the Naval Base s

It was obviously undesirable to bave aerodromes in vulnerable .
ylaces? within five or six milee of the East and West coabts of Malaya
and fairly close to the Thai Border. It was also abovious that the
Army would bave to defend these serodromes and this proposed eiting
would inevetably effect wide dispersal of ground troops for their lI
defense. MNeverthe-less the Air Ministry recommendations were accepted |
and the R.A.F, firmly believed that war with Jepan could be wom by
- independant air action. Their appreciation was not only wrong, but
the dispersion of the aerodromes complicated their defemse by fighter
aireraft because a wing of fighters was unable to protect a group of
aerodromes. : y

At that time, 1928, the Military forces in Kalaya consisted of :
three British Battalions, one Indian Infantry Battaliom, four Battalioms
of the F.M.8.V.F.(Selangor, Perak, Pahang and Negri Sembilan) and the
Atraits Settlements Battalions comsisting of the Singapore V.F., the
Malacca V.F, and the Penanjj and Province Wellesley V.F. To these must
be added the Johore Volunteer Fngineers, the Kedah V,F, and the Kelantan
V.F. of the unfederated Melay States. There were aleo two regular
Battalions of the Malay Regiment and the Jobore Military Forces.
Military reinforeements began to arrive in August }9%9, with Force "EMU"
a Brigade and attached Troops from India. In August 1940, troops were
evacuated from Shanghai, the Seaforths and the East Surreys disembark-
ing at Singapore. The former left soon after for an unknown destination.
During October and November 1940, the 11th Infantry Pivision (of only
two Brigades) arrivec from India. This division was followediin the .
spring of 1941 by the 9th Infantry Indian Division,(of two Brigades)
and an Australian Divieion aleo of only two Brigades. At the same time
rd Corps was established mmx at Kuala Lumpur. 8Sir Robert Brooke
Popbam had taken over the Far East Command at the end of 1940, but it
was not an executive comrand, Burma wa. at this time in a more parlous
state than Malaya., General Wavell was horrified at what he found in
Bumma, which he considered most important from an Fmpire point of view,
that bhe was anxious to get that country back under his commend in India.
General Wavell said that he had beengiven meny a 'baby to hold? but
-never before quadruplets. ,

The Dutch realised that they stood or fell with us and promised ue
four air squadrons provided that they were not engaged elsewhere,
America declared ter willingness to help but said that she could not
afford to send any capital ships, .
| Fhen General Percival took over the appointment of G.0.C. Malaya
in 1941, be immediately allotted areas of resp nsibility. Brd Corps
were allotted the defense of Malaya morth of Johore and Malacca: the ,
defense of Johore was allotted to the Australians. The fortress of l
Singapore was defended by two Brigades and the Singapore Volunteer Do:rpl.?
At Penang the Penang Battalion of the Volunteers and one Indian Battalion
copprised the garrison for the defemce of the entire Island, :

The two Indian Divisions were now disposed as followe:— € Div was
made respongible for the defense of. North Fast Malaya. In Kelantan at
Kota Bahru, the 8th Brigade was allotted 60 miles of front, of which

30 miles was made up of coast line of 10 miles of river bank.
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“into Thailand and seize Singora and Patani in accordance with a plan

-which Japan had selected as a half-way house between Japan and Malaya,

of existing aerodromes.

Later this Brigade received an sdditionsal Battalion at the expense
of the 22nd Brigade at Kuantant, who were then left with only two
Battalions., The FKuaktan seafront was also very long and with river
front behind made a very heavy cell upon the two Battalions avajlable
for ite defense. There was also the threat of the enemy approaching
through Trenggamu from the North and enveloping the main defenses of
this Theatre. The llst Div: was concentrated in Kedah. (m war being
declared with Jepan, the plan was that this division should advance

kmown by the coded name of ™matador", with alternative of holding the
Jitre line in Kedah which was 17 miles wide and sited in padi, rubber
and jungle country. It was assumed that we would have air superiority
which was a great miscalculation.

In planning for the conquest of Malaya the Japanese bore in mind
that Malaya was & very long way from the shores of Japan. The distance
in round figures are 5,000 miles from Japan and 2,000 from Formosa,

They realised the necessity of an intermediate stopping place and there- r
for selected Indo-China. They also realsied from the outset that to give |
their forces success the provision of adequate air support was sbsolutely
necessary. They were able to produce fighter aircraft which could fly
overbthe width of the China Sea and still be 100% effective over Malaya.
This was rensCered poseible by means of the "Belly" tank which was
merely a subsidiary fuel tank ior the use by the aircraft on the outward
journey. On arrival over Malays, by pressing a button the "Bally" tank
was discaxbd as soon as the plane was called upon for action, thereby |
lightening the load and making it more manmoeuverable. This was one of
the first of many Japanese surprises in the Malayan Campaign. On the i
other hand these fighter aircraft so equipped were unable to make the
return journey to Indo-China bases . They therefore decided that they
must have landing grounds in Thailand, They then entered into a secret |
alliance with Thailand and that secret was a great element of surprise.
This element of surprise played a big part in the success of the Japanese,
they are naturally secretive and naturally suspicious. _
\ The Fapanese solved the problem of their lines of communications
back to Japan by forcimg the Thais to make war on French Indo-China in
order to capture a 50 mile gap in the railway spstem between Bangecock,
and Mongolboori. Thuis would provide the Japanése, when the time was ripe,
with a land route from Malaya to Saigon and thence over the sea to Japan
instead of having to rely entirely upon sea communications between
different parts of the Esst Coast of Malaya.

In 1941, Japan, in July, having made her preparations sort to
provide herself with forward bases in French Indo-China. This country

i

was at this time rendered particularly vulnerable to outside pressure
or attack by the collapse of France. Here the Japanese tum quickly
enbarked upon a programme .uf aerodrome construction and the mo@ternising

Rlght up to the outbreake of war with Japan, those in authodity
bad not believed that Japan's southward expansion policy would material-
ize. Even when Japan invaded Indo China there was & & rong school of
thought that she was only endeavouring to improve her position vis-a-vis
Eﬁmurﬂ Colang Kai Chek in China, It was bowever a very serious threat

Malaya,
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The Malayan position was therefore again reveiwed and before the
end of July a demand wapv pand to the War Q0ffice for the

following troops. It was required that Corps should be brought
up to 9 Bdes instead of the existing 4, the Australians to be
brought up to a full Div of 5 Bdes ( instead of the existing 2)

and Singapore Fortress to have 5 Bdes ( instead of the existing 2).
one additional Dpiv of & Bdes was also required to be avallable as
the Command Reserve. In addition,. and, this was most important, was
the demand for a Tank Regiment. In velw of the inability of so many
bridges in Nalaya to withstand the weight of the "L" Tank, Medium
tanks wexe asked for and a 'limitation of 14 tons had to be imposed.
These reinforcements were not received in time and the artillery
for the 9th and 11th Divs, together with the 35rd Bde of the 11th Div
only arrived at the end of November 1941, The R.A.F, had just over
hal€ of their requirements and 507 of these were elther obsolete
or obsolescent types such as Wildebeegtes, Wirraways and Swordfish.
¥e had a small number of the American Buffalo fighters of which
much was expected, but it had not the speed of the Hurricane, A
defect in the cannon of the Buffalo fight.r which was subject to
jamming, must have been very unnerving to our pilots. The original
and minimum figure of requirements was 568 first aircraft. The
R.A.F, were always very confident and optomistic concerning the
danage they could inflict on any enemy convoy approaching the
coaste of Malayajy they put the estimate as high as 40%. Actually
when the time came, they did not sink 1/80th of the ships that
approached Malayan shores within the first ten days of the war.

gne ship was set on fire and sunk off Kota Bahru, but this ship
was also clafimed by the Mountain Battery which was opperating close
to the beaches. "

PART 11, v

The Narretive of Events in the Malayan Campaign. .

At the end of November 1941, tension with the Japanese
became acute, It was then that the Japanese made their intentions
very clear., Shortly before war broke out, several reports were rec-
eived of Japanese aircraft making recomnaissance flights of 20,000
feet or more over the Malayan-Thailand border. During one of these
recce flights a portion of a Japanese camera fell out of a plane |
on to the Taiping asrodrome. On December 1st Malaya woke up to the i
fact that war was imminent and on the same day the Volunteer Forces !
were mobilised. On that date too, an air recce of six aircraft - -
flying 15 es apart flew to Cape Cambodia., a rather thin recce.

On Dec. 6tH this reconnaissance spotted a convoy and escort ships
South East of Cambodia consisting of 40 transports, a battleship
cruisers and destroyers. Behind the convoy was another smaller eme.
It was heading for Singgora in Thailand, but had not rounded Cape
Campodia. -
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This did not however, give the Homre Government grounds for -
thinking that the neutrality of Thailand was going to be violated
and planksd "Matador" was still held in obeyance. The next day
two Catalonia Flying Boats went out to shawdow the convoy but never
returned .
From & Dec 41, 11 Div was at four bours notice to eccupy Slnggors.
The British Government had laid down that enfry dinto Thailand was.
only to be made if (1) Ghailand requested it, or, (2) Thai neutrality
bad first been violated by the Japanese. These conditions meant
that we were forced to walt until Dec 8 when the Japanese struck,
by which time it was too late. There had been a strong vfeeling
that the Thais would be our Allies and both the British Minister
at Bangkok and the Naval representative at GHQ bad been very optim-
istic. Gen. Heath himself never for one moment believed that the
Thais would invite us to enter Thailand nor that the Thais would
even resain neutral,
First shdts were exchanged at 5 am., on 8 Dec 41 off Kota Bahru,
The Japanese: also landed at Singlora and Patani in Thailand. It
wasx now too late to put our original plan into operation and the
1l DMiv was ordered to occupy the Jitpa position. At 4 am. the
same day the treacherous raid on Pearl Harbour and on Hgnolulu

commenced.
At Kota Bahru the beaches were held by two bns and one coy of a
third bn in pillboxes, one thousand yards apart. Various

streams divided the beach into #MIIN five mile s ctioms., The
Japanese landed where a creek led up to the aserodrome and it
appears that they were guided by Aights sent up by a Chinese
smuggler, This man dad been suspected for some time and the military
had gsked the civil police to remove him but the civil authorities
claimed that theresm was insufficlent evidence for them too take
action. By & hrs after dawn, two pillboxes had been captured.
Our arty bad unfortunatdly enly arrived in Kelantan on Dec 6 and
all we had there~was a bty of 4.5 howltzers. A few 18 pounddrs and
a mountain bty. When daylight came there was only one ship to be
secn and that one was on fire, the okhers having taken shelter
behind a group of islands where the RAF apparently failed to locate
them. A remarkable feature of the attack was the high dbgree of
air support. Our plans had not catered for shore based bombers
protected by fighters from French Indo China which were fitted with
belly tanks, making them 100% effective daver Malaya. Kota Bahru
aerodrome was vacated by the RAF on the afternoon of Dec 8. We
had very few aircraft in Gong Kedah and the third aerodrome at .
Maching was not yet in use. By Dec 11 the enem had captured two
of our aerodromes making it useless to attempt to save the thkrd.
6th.Bde was therefore withdrawn by stages from Kelantan by the

rly which runs from Kuila Kral to Kgala Lippis, this , in the
absence of any road , being the only means of egress from the
State. The evacuation was carried out without incurring heavy
losses in men vehicles and stores, which under the circumstances
was a remarkable achievemen§. The withdrawal was cémpleted by
Dec 19,
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Things dixd not go well in Kelantan and we had our first taste

of the skilful %ay in which the Japanese can fight in the

Jungle country. From daylight enemy aircraft werec amaszingly

active and accurate in their bombing. Thekt fighters were infin-

itely superior to anything that we had expected. 4

At 15350 hrs on 8 Dec, the order was given fo» one bn (5/16 Punjab) .
to adv across the Thai border from Kroh and sieze a position known ;
as the "Ledge" which formed part of the original plan "Matador", ;
The Ledge was a stretch of road winding along the Patani Biver

the demolition of which would have delayed the enemy for a number |
of days. Shortly after crossing the frontier one of our leading !
poouts was shot dead by a Thad sentry, and resistance was offered , |
by about 50 Thai gendarmbs armed with LMGs, This resistamce i
had obviohsly been inspired by Japanese leadership. By 1500 hrs
our tpe had adv nearly five kilos into Thailand. On the following
day resistance stiffened but later it ceased altogether and white
flags were in evidence. The bn was "therefore embussed in lorries

of an Aust. MT unit and conveyed towards Patani. Near the 55rd
kilometre, beyond the Kampong of Bwtong, the Japanese were em-
countered and at the 57th kilometre , having sent the NT back,

the bn ran into a col of medium tanks. The Japanesea adv from

Patani had been very rapid indeed, Pur tps let the tanks pass

thro! and then attacked the MT following behind, Unfortunately,

there were more tanks behind the MT ang out of the coy of our men
engaged onlyl eight got amay. A secondc coy later became
surrounded and only 12 men of this coy escaped. This bn there-

fore fell bawk on Kroh, passing thro' the 5/14 Punjab, and support-

ed by a mountain bty which had been sent up to assist the retirement.
A small col censisting of half a bn with some A/Tk guns set off -
lluuzthaanugonﬂnndunmarurdﬂmlﬂinn. They only got

as far as Ban Sadao by nightfall, There on the dark road they
encountered 55 pairs of headlights and in the action which folliowed,
succesded in knocking,’ qut 8 tanks with their anti tank gums.

This col got back to Chang Lun in good order, blowing bridges on

the way. They delayed the Japanese 24 hrs in the adv to the frontier. :
The tps took a position 5 oft of the bridge at Changlun but failed
to blow it, Later when they wanted to blow it the bridge did

not go up. Others went off gloriously when not wanted to. on ..
the 11 Dec 41 the Japanese put in attack with 16 tanks as a result
of a bridge demolition failure end these were yuickly bamked up . '
with infantry which had a demoralizing effect on our tited tpe. '
The Battle &f Jitra began on 12 Dec 42. The Japenese disk

played great thorougimess in this battle. They attecked the right

where the wiring had not been completed. The po ition bad not

been wired before the cutbredk of war én order to avoid indicating

the dfences to enemy agents, the military's request for the .
removal of all Japanese subjects having been turned #own by the

Clvilian suthorities. We were well defeated at Jitra because we

falled to take proper precautions, when we new the snemy to have

tanks,

&= - ———
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General Murray-Lyon would have it that his troops were all keyed

up for the Matador operation in Thailand and his troops were
therefore unprepared for this withdrawal operation. At 2080 hours

on the 12th he was given discretionary powers to fall back on $o

the Gurun position., During this witbhdrawal there many mishaps,

There had been troops on the Frontier at Padang Besar and in Perlis,
Woen these troope arrived 15 kilometres from Alor Star they found

an important bridge had been blown againet them, They were cut off
with anti-tank guns and all their transport, and moreover, they were

fired on by our troops. The Jitra position extened down the comgtline

and west of the main roed, the only lines of witbdrawal being by the
railway and the very difficult route along the coast. When withdrawal
was ordered, the troope west of the roed found that e large reilway
bridge bad been demolished and the nature of the obstacle and the
flooded condition of the country was such that the only poesible
lines of withdrawal were along the cansl banks runing to the coast.
On reaching the coast the more fortunste found panpans and paddled
down the coast to Penang or+Prai. Others had no cholce but to
flounder along through the coastel swanps for 40 or more miles before.
they reached good going. The full details of the bettle cover many
bours of talking and it will be an interesting battle to study in
the future. The outcome of it was that General Murray-ILyon got back
to Gurun with only half of his Division.

The Gurun position had not been prepared. We had boped,
when we pulled cut of Fitra, that the egeny would not be able to x
come to grips with us within 24 hours. We had not calculated on the
Bkill of the Japanese Engineers. ‘They made it possible for the tanks
to,croes a gap only four hours after a bridge had been blown and “‘one.
or two bridges were over one lmndred yards in length,

A certain demolition failed while another exploded prematu-
rely. By evening of the 14th our guns were engaging the enemy tanks
north of Gurun. The Japanese attacked the Gurun position on December
15th and in the evening of this day a party of their forward elements
infiltrated through the lines to the H.Q. of the 6th B de where & '
conference was in progress. Of all the Officers a nd other rsnks
present at the conference, only the Brigadber escaped. Things did not
go well at Curun and 6th Bde suffered heavily in casualties. We had
already lost Kroh and krwwgh though the eastern flank of 11th Div
was for the moment secure ( the 12th Bde, Malays Command Reserve)
having just reinforced and absorbed the little force which had :
advanced into Thailand along the Patani road on December Bth) there
were no grounds for complacency as to the adegma cy of measures to
safeguard. the Kula 1 Kengsar bottle neck for the Japanese had

.ﬂm;nvmathedifﬂmlﬂunrthamﬂmdh-dmin&ltw.5

Gemeral Murray-Lyon was therefgre ordered to witbdraw to the Krien
River, fhis meant that Penang would become isolated and orders for the
evaguation of Panang on the night 16/17 December were therefore issued.
‘The Jepanese airforce meanwhile had been far from idle. They
were able to operate from 4 areodromes in southern Thailand which -

bad been improved in late November and early December. The attacks Ewe

usually carried out by 27 aircreft protected by at least 27 fighters
-above them, Alor Star was raided on the 8th and 9th At Sungel Patani
which was also raided twice 9 Buffsalos and 6 Blenheims were left

derelect and this is a fair estimate of the destruction wrought on our
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aircraft at other xwywswmy aorodromes. Pensng and Butterworth ;
aerodromes were also bombed. Jitra and the Kodiang ropd junctiom 4
were also dealt likewise with. By the evening of the 12th we had mo -*
drcrﬂtnnrthnflpoh.lnhldlnltﬂnfuururilinallﬁlirmﬂ J
north of Singepore, mostly on the ground. These aerodromes which
had forced us into this undesirable country bhad all gone, On the
North-East front the enemy were in great force and they contimued
to pester our troops in the Kota Bahru area, whereas in the North-
Fest corner they concentated entirely on aercdrames,

At Penang there was concentrated bombing on Georgetown
and other targets, The Penang Harbour Board, Municipdl services A
Police etc were all brought to a standstill, Evacuation was well |
carried out with one notable exception. It appears that 24 motor :
craft and also large number of tongkans were left behind in working
order. :

By 18t h December we were back on the line -of the Krian
River. The enemy in the meantéme had started being a ' nuisance up at
Grik. By the 19th it was necessary to reinforce the coy of the
Argylls and the argoured cars which were operating South of Kroh.
12 Bde was therefore ordered up, operating from Kuala Kangsar, and A
Brigadier Paris was given the mole of etopping the threat to the
Telping-Ipoh road. The main enemy thrust thereafter came down thie
road. They never pressed us hard elsewhere. Nevertheless the -
Japanese captured Grik and came the road towards Kuala Eangser and
also down the Persk River on rafts. The bridges across the Perak
River were demolished. As the road running parallel with the river
was on theiorth benk, we retired across the river Parak by Imas.
Reconnaissance parties were sent back looking for positions and a J
line at Kampar was decided upon. Thie line was in many ways the
strdngest in the country. It lay in the midst of tin mining and '~ |
dredging country on the western side of a mountain running to 4000ft
It bad, however, one grave wealmess. There was a road which ran .
around and by-passed the posttion through the valley on the other
slde of the mountain. This entailed splitting the forces. Another . |
wealmess was foreseen, that the enemy might drift up the Perak river
in boats or on rafts and come in from the direction of Telok Anson, |
The enemy had by this time gained command of the straits of Malacca - | |
as well as the China Sea, and with a vastly superior alt* force, their -
chances of turning the Corps position was doubled, oty

X Thnl{upulinunslmadhytmﬂﬂurbichhldtndlrl
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ties were inflicted on the enemy and the British Bn of East’' Surreys -and
Lelcesters combined, fought well, Within 24 bhours of the bridges over
the Perak river being blown, the enemy were egain across with tanks ¢
and AN.Vs. It was hoped to use our mobility and armoured cars in this
country but the enemy produced bullets which penetrated our ¥y
armoured cars and rendered ineffective our armoured mobility,  “
On January 4th the Kampar line was outflanked by aea.and
‘Bidor was threatemned. With the use of the 24 motor boats and the
large munber of Chinese junks which had been left behind at Panang,
the Japanese were able to come down the coast to Telok Anson where
they seriously threatened our position a$ Kampar, 12th Bde was sent . 2
along the Telok Anson road but failed to hold the enemy in such :

indefensible country. We were forced to retire to Bidor. Between T4 -
Trolok and the Slim river a defensive position was taken up where -

- .
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road and rallway passed through the narrow corridors which had

been cut away in the jungle.

On January 5th the enemy were twice sucessfully ambushed by
the Argylls, but on the 6th the Japanese surprised a platoon covering
a light anti-tank obstacle, broke through and unfortunately caught
one Bn moving back and another moving up and split both of them
in two, The moral effect of this tank blitz was severe. there was
terrible confusion and the tanks, 16 medium and some light ones
_burst right through the Bns of both 12th and 28th Bdes and cut off
the line of withdrawal of those in the jungle defile. Omn reaching
the Slim river they were finally held up by one 4.5" howltzer
which opened fire on the leading tank at 200-300 yards range; this
tank then blocked the bridge it was crossing at the time.
Practically the whole of the 12 Bde was wpped out and the 25 Bde
suffered almost as severely. The lessons of Jitra had not been
assimklated,

A threat from the sea now developed at Kuala Selangor and
reconnalsance went back as far as Segamat in search of a defensive
position, Itbwas now decided to form a lbne on the Muar River,

% Corps hoped to have 6 Bdes for holding this line, including the -
newly arrived 45 Bdé from India, but the losses at Slim had been
80 heavy that the Corps Commander could no longer consider either
the 12th or 28th Bdes as a fighting concern, furthermore, it was
vitally necessary that 11th Div should be given a rest and time for
re-organization. ' ;
At this junction Gemeral Wavell paid us a visit as he always
did when things were really bad. As a result of his visit a re-
arrangement involving the Australians with a certain amount of risk
from the Mersing Endau area on the East coast was made, and the 27th

¥
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Australian Bde under the Command of Brigadier Maxwell was brought

across to the Muar River.

On the East Coast, Kuatan did not receive a direct attack

from the sem, the enemy coming down the beaches in lorries collected at
Kelantan, This attack from ‘the North was opposed East of the line of the

river Kuatan, but the enemy then weered inland, crossing the river
. unopposed well to the north ¢f our defences. They then came in behind

Kuantan on to the aerodrome and on to the only line of communications,
the one isolated roadway through Pahang from Kuantan to Jerantut.
The enemy attacked the aerodrome on January Srd and caught our troops
as they were embussing. A very gallant show was put up by Lt.Col

then withdrawn through Jarantut.

Cumning who was recommended for the V.C, Our forces in this area were

Returning to the West Coast, 11 Div then withdrew to the Muar

River line on January Bth. 45th Bde newly arrived
from India, was sent to the Muar area. |

F
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This line was manned by one Bde of Australians (27th), 2 Bdes of
gth Div (Bth and 22nd) and the 45th Bde., The whole force to be
known as "Westforce" came under the command of Major General
Gordon Bennett. These forces were disposed on both sides of the .
river. Gemeral Gordon Bemnneti's plan was to ambush the ememy on the
right flank near Gemas and this ambush -which took place near the
Gemenohah river was very successful., the Japanese suffering 500
casualties in addition to 25 cyclist troops who were blown up on &
bridge. 7 tanks were also put out of action in this affair. -

At this Junction a Japanese Gds Div was brought into the

‘battle. Previously only two Japanese Divas had been recognised, the

16th and the 5th. In & Japanese Div there are 12 Infantry Bns as
opposed to our 9. On the 17th January these new troops attacked

the 45th Bde. There was hesavy fighting in the streets of Muar. Qur
reserves mmre not available as they were being used as coast pickets
as far back as Batu Pahat. We tried earlier in the operations to

get the Navy to stop all this nonsense of small craft coming domn
the coast and landing behind us. After great delays the Navy
aquired and fitted out 11 small craft (Fairmiles) which were a good
little craft, and very fast. To give an idea of the extent of the
eneny's air command, of those 11 only 4 fetched up at Port Swettenham
The remainder were elther beached or sunk en route by low flying
dive bombers; and so the enemy continued to exert command of the Western
seaboard as well as the Eastern. The 45 Bde had been completly
surrounded and scarcely a man came back, very few of them were even
taken prisoner. Two Australion Bns were brought across from the East
coast to counter-attack and put up a very good show, knocking out
several enemy tanks, but finally these troops too became cut off.

11 Div was withdrawn to Rengam area while & newly arrived Bde of the
18 Div, which had only arrived in Singapore om January 15th from '
Great Britain, provided replacements. The Loyals were brought wp
from Singapore and put in an attack to extricate the two surrounded
Australian Bns, and the 11th Div which had so fully earned a respite

~and which i so badly needed a few days * for reorganization, was

again taking an active part from Batu Pahat to Pontain Kechil. We
now fell bagk to the line of the necklace of Johore aerodromes. As -
far back as Dec 12, Gen Heath had represented to GHQ an appreciation
for the defence of Singapore, in which he recommended concentratindg
everything we had on defending this necklace of aerodromes across
the north of Johore.The proposal had been turned down on the grounds
that the labour required to construct adequate defences was.mot
available gince they were needed for the 100¢ producticks of tin and
rubber. '

The Gurkha Bde went to the Pontian Kechil area while other
troops. Z2Bns of the 55rd Bde end the oombined Bn of Surreys and
Leicesters held Batu Pahat. 9th Div and 1 Austraiian Bde were ordered,
to withdraw to the line from Yong Peng to Kluang.
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The position on the odast south of Batu Pahat was taken up on 24th
Jamary but the enemy again outflanked by sea and also attacked
domn the creeks from the North in large numbers using sanpans, , - -
Pressure on Batu Pahat was so severe that the 6/15 Bn’was withdramn from
that town but failed to force the rcad to the South, the enemy being
already astride this road on which they had erected blocks. .
They bad also cut the Ayer Hitam - Batu Pahat road, This Bde therefore
made its way to the coast where the Navy took &mm off mear
Senggerang the 2000 survivors and broughtothem to Singaporsé, This

now left the e which had been swmung round to,defend posts

at Benut and R .’

Oni the East coast Endau was attacked from the North
followed by a new landing, but the enemy were held up in the Marsing
area. 24 Wildbeestes were sent up from Singapore in two flights of
12 to bomb Japanese transports off Endau in broad day y & .
suicidal operation which was carried out with the utmost gallantry.
Only 11 of the 24 returned to their base. With the first flight sm
escort of €6 Buffalos engaged enemy fighters; the 6 Hurricanes destined *
to arrive over the target area with the second flight, failed to
arrive resulting in the loss of 8 aircraft in the second flight alone.
Yong Peng and Kluang became untenable. The enemy's progress was
remarkably quick, the Japanese making good use of the large mmbers
of bicycles and ‘motor cycles and the local transport found in each
place, In Xluang area a very successful counter attack wasvmade by the
5/11 sikhs supported by a battery of 8, 4.5" howitzers, acoounting
for 200 Japanese. The three Johore aerodromes were now in enemy hands
wilch gave them unlimited scope for bombing Singapore.

A plan for a bridgehead defence around Johore Bahru was
considered, but thds could enly have been possible with the help of
thousands of coolies, and furthermore, this did not embrace the
water reservoirs at Pontian and .the supply of water for the position
would therefore have been extremely difficult. It would moreover
have taken from 10 to 14 days to make anything like a formidable
position. Orders were therefore given for all units to withdraw into
Singapore Island. The Causeway was blown on Janpary 5lst. The
retirement of the 9 Div was carried out down the railway line South of
Kluang. In this retirement the 22nd Bde was cut off morth of Loyang.
Only & handful of survivors resolutely plodded on through the jungle
moving night and day with neither rest or food and crossing the '
Straits of Johore under cover of darkness on Feb 1st.The remaining
£ Bdes of the 18th Div had arritwed on theZ/ Island and it was hoped
to find them with defences already prepared, but there was little
done., We greatly underestimated the material and landing craft
available to the enemy. The Japanese brought down the peninsular
in a remarkably shorttime, sufficient motor driven landing eraft to
land 18 Bns on the Island a few days later. On the night of the
attack on the Ipland, February 8/9th, these 18 Bns were launched umder

& heavy barrage of artillery and mortar fire which had raged through-
out thﬁm-n '
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It was & most glgantic barrage, more than 200,000 shells falling
on the £2nd Australian Bde, the positions of which were well known
! following several days of reconnaissance by low flying eircraft.
, ' Landinge took place between the Kranji and Jurong rivers, in some
‘ capes by coye only, in others jjm places by whole Bns. Some of these
were repulsed, but others broke through platoon and coy posts and ,
badly mauled them. No artillery fire of ours materialised and this !
: must surely rank as the cromning mistake in & vest volume of mishaps,
| misfortunes and misunderstandings. Our forces on the Jsland were
groesley insufficient to defend in any strength the entire coastline
but in artillery fire we were at least considered to be formidable
since the heavy coaset defence equipment of 15 inch, 9.2" and 6" guns
were all available together with ammunition.
By dawn on Feb 9th, 18 Bns had been disembarked in the -
Kranji-Jurong area's. In the crossing many M.L.Cs had been riddled with
bullets. One Japanese officer later narrated how out of 40 men in his
boat, all but three had received bullet wounds including himself.
The officer also said that the crossing of the straits took only 6
minutes, Four of their M.C.Ls. bolted together conveyed a tank or gun =
i and tractor on the roof. Thie shows the thomoughness with which the
A Jepaneese had planned this campaign. The Japanese captured Tengah
aerodrome on Feb 9th despite the reinforcements from 12 Bde
consisting of 2 week Bns. One of these was the Argylls and the Royal
Marines combined; they were under 400 men in strength. The withdrawal
continued to pre-erranged lines, the final line being from Reformatory
Road acrose to Bukit Timah road joining up with the 18th Div about the
Race Course and Reservoir and thence to Nee Socon wvillage, '
The Australion Bde suffered heavily, 64 officers and 50§
of other ranks were either killed or wounded. This Bde was also
reinforced b 11 Div. Japanese infantry were working in cloge co-
operation with their air arm. Whenever they were held up they opened
up & W/T set and called for one reconnaissance plane through Bn HQ .
This plane arrived within ten minutes, carried out a detailed recce
of our poeition and reported to the bombers who then came over and
dropped their bombe on the selected target . The infantry them
moved forward-once more. They also employed observation ballooms
for artillery spotting and for picking out our swEwcdempenckcno
defensive positions. Their motor and ertillery fire was amazingly
accurate and their tanls were most effective on the Bukit Timsh Rd
in particular. In the skies they were entirely unopposed after the
10th, Our A.A. fire was pathetically ineffective, Relays of Bombers
came over all day to add further destruction of our ever dimimishing
perimeter, we were striving to defend. Finally the water supply was
cut, the hospitals became overcrowded and the ghelling and the .
bombing of the town so intense and with such slaughter to the local
population that capitulation took place on Sunday, 16th February. -
Throughout these operations on the Island the Japanese had a reserve
division in shipe lying off the Fast coast of Johore awaiting
developments, but it was found necessary to use it in Mayala and
it went t o Sumatra.
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PART, 111.
HE NS FOR o9
1. The Japanese had the advantage of the initiative and

command of both sea and air.

The political situstion in Japan was actually strenger,than
a Dictatorship. The Army and Navy ministere were serving men of the
respective services and if they disagreed with the cabinet on
matters in their sphere, the cabinet automatically fell. The 4
Japanegse had reached the paesk of their mobllization of 75 Divs,
but there were 250,000 new wage esarmers coming into the market
anmielly. G,.H.Q. estimeted that the Japanese could bring up against
us in Malays 2 Dive becked up by two more, but they had not beleived -
that they could have had to spare to attack Burma sisultanecsly. »
In actual fect the Japanese always had 75,000 troops fighting mimtr
ue and alweys one man in reserve for unhlmint-ha front line, s0 .
we were at all times up against 150,000. Furthermore, every man in the |
Japaneee army ie first & fighting man and then a technicla n
afterwards unlike our numervus non-combatants.

We had never counted in having a fleet in Malayan *llnn:t-!n:'l.r A
large of submarines was what we required. The Japanese began operations
with commend of the China sea and after the first 10 days of war had
aleo established command of the Malacca Straits. They were therefore
able to penetrate up,the creeke on the coast, landing forces behind
us and thereby threatening our L. of C., causing us to withdraw, as
at the Muar River. We were therefore always fighting with exposed
flanks which we had no means of securing.

It wae unfortunate that they obtained cur boates at Penang
though it was inevitable that they would nibble at the west coast.

The sinking of the 'Prince of Wales' and'Repulse' on the third day of
the war put the mavy out of the picture from the start. _

The efficiency of their air force came as & great surprise,
They probably started on their aircraft building programme I or 4
years ago (19%8) and the air fleet employed against ue had no doubt
been specially built to conguer Ma}aya. The quality of both machines
and pilots were very marked, They surprised everybody by the accursacy
of their bombing and it was reported that they had obtained the plans
for the American patent bomb sights which are believed to have been
stolen by the Nazis. Their bombing was more accurate than enything
we had ‘suffered in the Middle East. In the early days we never saw
less than 22 t0 27 aircraft employed. Their bombers were invariably
escorted by fightere which kept out of sight. Qur airmen only knew
they were there when they went up to intercept. One air photograph
taken by the R.A.F. revealed 96 aircraft on one small ground and on
another there were 200. Yet it was found impossible to bomb these
aercdromes during the day because enemy fighters kept up a continuous
patrol flight during the hours of daylight. Nonemxx expected them
to get with such ease command of the air. This they did by use of long
distance fighters fitted with the 'belly' tank which produced the
biggest surprise of all.
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Their air force secrets had been well kept. Their fighters were
infinitely superior to our fighters and their bombers were very fast,
They had 100% reserve aircraft up their sleeves in the matter of
surprise, After the first fortnight of war the Japanese started to
wxkh bomb our tropps with Stuka dive bombers. The defeat of our air
force had & disastrous effect on the morale of our troops; unopposed
eneny aircraft produced a peculhsr psychological effect. ;

2. The advantage of surprise. '

The Japanese produced their greatest surprise by
launchihg their attack during the North Fast Monsoon. Raval author-
ities had always advised that this was not a practical vemture, -
puring their landings in China they practised for the coming landings
in Malaya and from the valuable experience gained they produced a
very efficient motor landing craft of a type which could negotiate
the North Fast Monsoon. Nearly all the Japanese Divs employed in
Malaya had had experience of amphiblous operations off the China
Coast. They were first clase.

L]

S The detailed planning of the campaign.

The Japanese had the advantage of similarity of appearance
with the natives of Malaya. There can be no doubt that many Japanese
officers came over to Malaya in various disguises and carried out
reconnaissances and selected fields of operations. In French Indo-
China they found the ideal training groungd where the conditions are
very similar to those in Malaya and in that country they developed .
and practised special tactics and special weapons, recognizing thatf
the closeness of the country favoured the attacker.

For years past they had planted their nationals all over
the country as barbers, miners and photographers, many of whom were -
staff Officers of the Imperbal Japmanese Army. o

They had studied jungle warfare with great thoroughness
Their scouts excellsd in initiative, resolution and daring, and by
virtue of their superfical resemblance to Malays and Chinese they
were able to don the costume of the local people and operate freely
well forward of their main forces. The junior officers had been
trained in the campaign against China., All ranks were full of ihe
gpirit of sacrifiwe for their country and they dook their knocks
without flinching. Greater detailed planning bad been put into this
canpaign by the Japanese than any other.

4. . " The advantage of the tanks,

The Japanese possessed a greit moral and material
advantage in their tanks. At Jitra and Slim River their influence
was decisive and later on the Island they played a very effective
part. We had no tanks until the operations on the Island had begum
when half a dozen arrived from Indis;these were not only light
tanks but mechanically unreliable. At the Japanese triumphal entry
imto Singapore, mo less than 175 tanks of various calibre were
counted, medium, light medium and light., With tanks we could certainly
have given the enemy a knock. In General Heath's view, without tanks -
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a modern army is an emasculate affair as has already been brdught
out in other theatres of war in the present war.

5. Qur omn lack of preparation,

We suffered from lack of preparation. We were very far from home

and when put to the test had very inadequate forces. We had not
received the aircraft, tanks and men which we had asked for and the
failure to supply these must find its roots in our losses in France
and Belgium, our losses in Greece and the call upon our resources of
men and material from Egypt, Irag and Iran as well as from Russia.
Troops and aircraft which at one time were destined forthis country

waere diverted elsewhere. In this connection no blame should be attached

to the present Government but if blame is to be allocated it must go
to the British Nation for ite pacific tendencies.
It would rather bave been better if Malaya had earlier been
mobilized for war rather for 1007 production of rubber and tinm.
Large labour forces could have been utilised over a period of many
months, but these were not provided., Defences had not been prepared
on Singapore Island to,deal with the threat from the mainland of
Malaya., The matter bad been considered in Council but it was
decided to do,nothing as it might have had a bad effect on morale.
General Heath said that Singapore was not a fortress, never
bad been one and was indefemsible as such. He doubted the wisdom of

bhaving a Naval Base in the 'main gateway'. Possibly a ring of islands

fortified against bomb and shell or even the fortification of the
Eastern end of the Island only, would have been better.

6. Japanese tactics.

The Japanese High Command had studied deeply the special
neads of and modifications to tactical practice necessitated by the
very enclosed nature of the country. We on the other hand had not the
same practical experience as that gained by the Japanese in China
to arrive at an mxxXy equally sound and ingenious way of overcoming
local conditions. Wading through swaap was second natire to the
Japanese since most of them had been brought up in.rice fields in
their country. They wore as part of their clothing split toe rubber
boots which enabled them to climb trees and negotiate swamps with
coaparative esase. This mikt ability to climb trees had a very marked
moral effect against our tropps who were continually being sniped
at from above, In the early stages of the campaign it also made our
open carriers extremely vunerable to kkk the lobbing of grenades in
enclosed country. They also carried waistoocats which they oould
inflate when crossing rivers; these were carried as part of their
equipment. Special clothing waa also carried as means of canouflage
such as long black shirts for use at night.

They were always able to employ fresh troops against our
tired and depleted units. Usually a Bn was launched at one time and
Eiven a limited objective.

L
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(mce this had been gained a fresh Bn would be thrown in to seize-

the next objective while the original troops were rested. They
puffered heavily in killed and wounded, but never felt the effect

of thelr losses because they held 100% reserve with which the
momentum of the advance could always be malntained. The Japanese
lived on the country and were therefore able to advance miles

beyend thelr supplies which partially accounts for their boldness in -

_ advancing into our positions; their stamina wae remarkable; they were

capable of displaying amazing feats of endurance at selected times.
They are brave soldiers but they Imow fear. They bate the darkness
and invariably 1it fires at night. In Japmn the whole family sleeps
in one room with the light on all night.

- They were especially adept in surrounding and cutting nﬂ'
isolated detachments and posts, a process in which they were greatly
assisted by the nature of the country. We were always ocut-manoceuverd
and enveloped, Ikf If we lumg on too long the Japanese defeated us
in detail and cut us off from our supplies. : :

Their armour piercing small arms bullet came as a big '
surpride and a bitter disappointment., This was a hard steel bullet :
of .256 calibre encased in brass which plerced the armour of our new
apmoured cars from India and Séuth Africa up to an angle of 45 degrees -
and thereby nullified our armoured mobility. A story is told of a
certain Colonel Sigorski who was told to produce a type 'of armour
for Japanese ammoured fighting wehicles which would be immune to the i
armour plercing bullet of that time. He did so; be was then ordered
to go away and invent a bullet which wéuld pierce his neyly invented
armour. This again he did with the ran:ltt.hatnurlmnuriulalqnm
rn&uu-d to the level of three ply wood.

In the Japanese army every man is required to ride'a '
biﬂj*nlu. Large numbers can also ride a motor cycle. The mobility e
confered thersefore, by having a whole army cyclists, was one of the
chief factors in the relentless pressure which the Japanese were able
to exert and which gave our weary troops no breathing space fLrsscckiosix
to recover from their knocks and arduous marches.

Explosive bullets which went off crack on impact with a -
tree or hard substance, and creckers filled in motar bombs and shells
were other features ﬂ-f the enemy's studied preparation to nonﬂn
and dismay his adversary,

There was always the enemy's sound appreciation that gii*n
1ung-a:l.:htnd eyes, the motar would be a handier and much more accurate
easily employable waspon than field artillery in 80% of such fighting
as was likely to take place under Malayan conditions. Eyes were "
provided and accuracy of fire ensured by the simple expedient of
enploying mrhr :r.n Ps. who ran out behind them a measured talcphun-

cable.,

' The enemy had ample field artillery, though they used it
only at Keampar, *the Muar River and on Singapore Island, and then with
great effect. We wanted an infantry artillery piece though we did
make good use of the 4.5" howitszer used singly. After the initdal
stages of the campaign the Japanese used Stuka dive bombers for use as -
close artillery support. .
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With regard to fifth column activity the Japanese had a first
class organisation among the Malays and to a lesser extemt among
the Chinese. At Jitre a German was killed on a bridge which he was
trying to, cross as an English civilian. Another person (Buropean)
fifth columnist was encountered at Bukit Mertajam near Prai.

. Japansse engineers provided yet amother surprise in their
remarkable efficiency in bridging gaps en the line of march with
such astonishing speed. They must have been fully prepared for any
obstacle likely to be encountered in Malaya. In additiom they were
able to make good use of the vast stores of timber which we had °
amassed near our bridges with the object of using it curselves in
the event of these bridges being destroyed by Japanese air or :
artillery action. At one time it was théught that this timber and -
other materials for bridge repairing had been placed in position
for the use of the Japanese by fifth columnists.

Fighting as they were for the most part against Indian troops
the Japanese were able to pick out the white faces of the British
officers among the brown faces of their troops. Losses among
companders and regimental officers maxmx was particularly severe, and
in the Indian Army where so much depends upon leadership, this was
a grave factor. :

We were defeated in detail by superior mmbers and by €roopse
better equipped in the essentials for the particular type of
operations in Malaya. We were defeated by experienced and seasoned
troppe and by commanders who had been able to command their
operations in consummate detail and who were provided with their
every particular detall, and need. We were deficient of two most
formidable essentials - tanks and aircraft,

'Our defeat, in fact, had its roots in the failure to prepare.

for war over the 1ung period since our victory in 1918.

~0-0-0=0-0—0-0-0-0-0-
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Precie of a lecture givem by
LIFUT -GENERAL HEATH
Commanding the 5rd Indian Corps.
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It might be wondered by many of the personnel of the 18th
Division hew it was that, iri the space of twé montbs, the
Japanese were able to nnup right through Melaya from North to
South, a distance of nearly 600 miles, and why the divieion

came t-a be thruet into the campaign apparently rether late in
the day when it might have been better employed elsewhere. The

- purpose of this lecture is to answer these questions.

Political and Phystéal Features of the Country.

1. The Malay Peninsular consiste of a conglomeration of states
under different types of rules,
(a) The Steits Settlements of Singapore, Malacca,
Penang and Province Vellegley. '
(v) The Federated Malay States of- Perak, Pahang,
Selangor and Negri Sembilan under British
protection.
(¢) The Unfederated Malay States of Trengganua,
Eédah, Kelantan, Perlis and Johore, which
although not under direct British rule
were each assigted by a British Advieor
responsible to the High Commisioner, who was
in fact the Govenor of Singapore. Of these
States, Johore. situated to the north of
Singapore possessed & Covernment a little
more advanced than the others.

It will be apprecisted that this lack of uniformality in
thn Government of the various States greatly complicated the
defence of the Peninpular, especially as, in the case of the
Unfederated Melpy CStates, a policy of advice had to be adopted
rather than direct control,

. The predominant topogrspgicel feature of the Peninsular
is the pange of mounteins that bisect it from north to south,
The average height of these mountains is 4,000 feet with some
peaks running up to 7,000 feet. ( Ome is 8.000 feet). The
mountains are alwost completely covered with thick jungles,
which, though not entirely inpenetrable is very nearly so, unless
the traveller is equipped with a machete (parang) and make use °
iof this as he advances, cutting down the u dergrowth to make
footpaths. At one time the Jungle belt extended right dowm to

the coastel belt, but on the west side of the Peninsular, during -
the last 50 years, has been replaced by belte of rubber, palms
and tapioca and 3his process still continues. Rice fields are
found in Kedah and Malacca and there is tin mining in Parek and
Selangor in the Kuala Lumpur district. The east side of the
Peninsular is much lese developed than the west, and is almost
entirely covered with jungle, with rice flelds in the coastal
areas of Kelantan.
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It will therefore be seen that , generally speaking, visibility
is limited to no more than 100 yards throughout the Peninsular,
; As may be expected, the central range of mountains -
e interferes graetly with the commmications of the penknsular,
There ig a metre guage railway that connectes Sinpapore with
Bangkok, the capital of Thailand. This railway bifurcates at
Gemas and rune on to the other side of the central range,
I eventually meeting at Kadyal near -the important port of Singgora, |
in Thailand. On the weet side there is a trumk road running from
Singapore to Singgora connecting the inter-network of inter- .
communication roadé in Malacca, and the Ipoh district of Persk
and in south Kedah,
On the eagt coast the road system peters out at Kuala Lipls and- _
communications with Kelantan and the important Kotah Bahru areas .
F - depend entirely on the railway. Two main roade connect the east
' with the west road in Johore on the line Jemluang (Bdau and Mersing)
Kluang, Batu Pahat and $he Frazers Hill Gap Road comnnecting Euantan
with the important towne of the west. It was hoped that this road
would have an important stragetic value in operstioms, but it wes
impossible to use it to its fullest value. In the north there iz a .~
+mogt important road that starts at the Patani in Theiland and
crosses the frontier at XKroh. Formerly a very mffmemcoosd
indifferent road, it has been improved recently andgd further
improvements were in progress when hostilities commwenced. This
road links up the south Kedah network and there is a further road
through Grik to Kualls Kangsa near Ipoh, which if captured by the
enemy would directly threaten our communications with the morth. |
Almost all the rivers in the Peninsular are not more than a
100 yards wide in the lower level country although the Sungak Parak
is balf & mile wide as far mm inland as Kualla Kangas. The
longest river in the country is the Sungia Pahang which is
pavigateble for motor landing craft, such as were used by the
Japanese, until it reaches the eastern part of the railway leading
to Kelantan,
= By aeroplane the distance from Singapore to Kota Eah:ri in the
north is 550 miles and to Alor Star in the morth west’ h iIﬂD.I:L'Lu.
By road the latter distance 1s 600 miles.

.-'J

THE PROELEM OF DEFENDING MATAYA., . 1 :

The problem of defen lllmmnwracadvm- |
seriously. in the past. @t was thnugh‘t. at.one time it would be. - .
poesible to defend the peninsular almost entirely with a fleet and
the constructiom of the Naval Base with this in view after the

+ Washington Naval Conference in 1922. At the outbreak of war it was
found that mo fleet could be spared for these waters, which were
. to be.-defended by a few cruisers and lnallﬂrnfhmﬂlulhttndﬂ
; the China Station. '

It then became apparent that the la:lu:r responsibilty for the
defence of the peninsular would devolve on the R.A.F. Such
aerodromes as already existed on the malidland were not large enough
for the modern bombers and fighters, and it therefore became necessary
to embark on an extensive programme of aerodrome construction.

———




— T
8.

The R.A.F, is an independant service and the extent of its -
co—operations with the army ‘is largely a matter of personalities.
Although it was clear that the defence of the merodromes to be
‘constructed in Malaye would devolve on the army. The A.0.C.
enbarked on his construction programme without mnsulting the
G.0.C. Malaya with regretable consquences. R
There wags already a smell landing ground at Kota

Bahru and it was declded to make this into a first.class aerodrome,
with two further aercdromes in the same area although in all
three cases the sites selected were within 20 miles of the
coast, rendering the problem of defending them a difficult one.
i In the nmorth west, the Alor Ster aerodrome was greatly
' v improved and three new ones were constructed at Butterworth.
| ¥  Further amerodromes were modernised or constructed
| [ at Teiping, Ipoh and Kuala Lumpur, on the west of Jemluang,

|

|
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forming a vitel part in the defence of Singapore itself. In
addition there were four merodromes on Singapore Island itself.
Thus it will be seen that the army was faced with a tesk of - f
defending aerodromes widely dispersed, with a fnrﬂe totally
inadequate for the purpose.
© In November 1940 it was decided to form a G.H.Q. Far
East with Sir Robert Brooke-Fopham in command of intelligence
as C. in C. It was estimated that, bearing in mind their comm-
{ . ittments in the Far East, the Japanese could not afford to use
against the N.E.I. and/or Malaya a force more than four divisiens
' - - two being used in the initial operations and two in reserve.
. To deal with this it was estimated that we should heed an Air .
Force of 570 planes of ludarn design a.mi performance, inc.lud.{.ng
torpedo bombers.
: Arny estimates were at first very modest but when
.General Parcival assumed command he decided that for the ndaqua.tu
: i+ defence of Melaya the following troope would be needed:- :
! . (a) Three corps, then sonsisting of two divisioms :
of two Brigades each should be brought up to three full divisions
(b) The two brigades of Australians should be brought
up to a full division. ;
(c) A full division would needed for G.H.Q. reserve, '
: (d) A further full division would needed for the
defence of the fortress. x
(e) A Tank Regiment of 40 ton tenks, That the tank
would have to be limited to this size as this was the maximum
capacity of many of the bridges on the peninsular. i .
. .- Had this force been made available and had the air 4
estimate been met, no doubt the defence of Malaya would have ¥
presented a very different problesm from that which eventually =t
bad to be faced. Various talks took place with interested ;
powers in the sea waters, both Dutch and American, but it
became clear that no capital fleet would be available for some
time. .The Dutch did bowever undertake to send their bombers
: - to our aseisstence, if such assisstance became necessary and
) they themselves were not attacked.

¥When the Japanese walked into Indo-China during the
sunmer of 1941, the threat to Malaye assumed a very different
form.

Ls
[

T

-
Fog s

o i s e




P—
- T FE——

4,

This resulted in the sending of seweral reinforcements to the
peninsular but the decision that the needs of Fuseia and the
Middle East should receive priority, greatly retarded the

defence programme. : -
Malaya was thus starved at the expence of other interests.

The estimate of men and material for the army was not met

and the R.A.F. received little more than Aalf of the E70 pll.n_u ol

that they wanted, while some of those they 8id possess, puch -~
as Swordfish and Wildebestes were very out of date in design

and perfo ce.

In the Autumn of 1941 the Japanese sent their rep-—
resedtative to America and went though the actions of negotiat—
ions. It became apparent however that these talks were npt
proceeding too well, and it was decided that the troops on the
peninsular would be disposed at their war stations as follows:-

KOTA BAHRU and KFLANTAN. Owing to the aerodrome -
sites selected in this vunerable sector, there was JuxE more
than 40 miles of beach and frontier to defend in this part of
the country. To perform this task adequately a full Division -
would have hardly been sufficient, but in fact it had to be
entrusted to & Brigade of four Battalioms, the 8th Brigade. *

. KUATAN:- A Brigede less a Battalion sent to aygment
the 8th brigade, were allotted for the defence in this area.

(KEDAH: - Three brigades were disposed of in this
importment area. An anti-teank position was in the course of
construction and preparation in the Jitra area north of Alor
star, but difficulty of employing native labour prevented it
fron being completed and effecient as it should have been. ;
It had been dictated by Whitehall that Malaya's function in the

war was to produce 100f tin end rubber and thus become a dollar .

factory.Practically all labour was used for this purpose and

unhappily the country defemces suffered in consequence. et A

CENTRE REGION:- In the central region ef the penin-
pular, Volunteer Battalions of somewhat doubtful fighting
ability as 80 per cent of the personnel were of untrained

' Malays, were employed on aerodrome defence, the guarding of

internees and L. of C. duties. :
ENDAU and MERSING:- Two Brigades of the Bih

Australian Division were allotted for the defence of these

two ports. Endau was rather lightly beld but Mersing was the -
best defended position on the peminsular. -

FORTRESS THOOPS:- Consisted of two Brigades. All
troops were poeition the end of November, - Corpe H.Q.
being situated at Kuala Lumpur. - _ s
Early in December it became evident that a Japanese attack on
Melaya was iminent. Condensation trails of hostile aircraft ;
began tp appear all over our aercdromes as far south as Ipoh,’

where parts of a Japanese aeroplane camera were picked up,
Our fighters did not succeed in intercepiting these recce planes.

-
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(1) The landing at Kota Bahru,

The first warning of a hostile movement was givemn by one of
our recce planes, which in the early afternoon of December 6th,
sighted a hostile convoy of enemy transports with a sirong naval :
escort just south of .Southern Indo—China, steaming due West a course
that would bring them to Singgore in Thailand. Unfortunately weather
conditions were not too good and this aeroplane lost touch with
the convoy. The next day some large range Cataline Flying Boats
were sent out from Singspore to regain touch but they never return-
ed. Information was then received that & further convoy of similar
strength was proceeding on a course approximately the same as the
first but was 24 hours benind it. Hed it been definitely knowm
that these convoys were proceecing to Thailand the Government
might heve been induced to allow our troops in the north west sect-
or(the 11th Indian Division) to go forward to Singgora before the
enemy arrived. The uncertain'information available however, did
not justify the violation of Thai meutrality, a course that might
have had an acverse effect on American opinion. At one time it
was hoped that Theiliand might have been an Allie, but/the Japan- Jith
ese occupetion of Indo-China such hopes were shattered. The Thai's
simply ‘could not afford to be our friends. In the early hours of
Monday lecember the 8th, the first act of Japanese aggression took
place when hostile bombers flew over Singapore and dropped bombs,
on Raffles Square and the Chinese Quarters causing many casualities,
although at the time of the raid all lignts in Singapore were blaze-
ing practice Elack Quts had beem in force for some time. At the
same time the Japanese -landed at Knota Bahru, the very North East
tip of the Peninsular, and also landed troops at Patani and Sing-
gorra in Thailand. All communicetions between Thailsnd and Singa-
pore were cut off but it was evventually lesrned that"the land of
the free" capitulated after two hours fighting. At the time of

. theg landing at Khoia Bahru a North East monsoon was blowing, and

our naval authorities were quite certain that a lending was imposs-
ible under such conditions. The Jaupanese however, were accustomed

to overcoming greater difficutlies in their powerful boats, end :
what might have been beyond the capabilities of our nmormel ships
and boats was certainly within theirs. They were assisted in thdr
landing by a cebtain Chinese Smuggler who guided them between two
beaches with a lantern. This Swuggler was known to the British
Military Authorities tut their efforts to have him arrested was i
resisted by the Civil Police on the grounds of insufficiemnt evi- 38 B
dence, Prior to the attack our air H.Q. would not admit the poss-
ibility of an invading force attempting to land on the ghore with-
out the assistance of shore based aircraft. They therefore expected

‘the enemy to consolidate their positions at Singgorra and Pata ni

before attacking Khota Bahru. -

Y
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The Japanese did in fact attack all three positions at the same
time probably with the assistance of aircraft carriers. Air H.Q.
had also estimated that even with obsolute aircraft at their disposal
they would be able to kmock out forty per cent of any enemy convoy
approaching South of Malayas or South Thailand. If this had been
achieved the enemy would have been disorganised to such an extent that
her fighting efficiency would have been reduced to 75 per cent. Events
proved that our air experts had been too optimistie, ‘actually we did.
not destroy more than one eightieth of the:enemy's convoy. During the
B8th December the fighting at Khota Bahru was very fierce but at the
end of the day the enemy was left in possession of two pillboxes that
gavé him a frontage of three hundred yards. This they exploited
successfully during the night and when morning came they had suffic-
ient troops to enable them to drive a wedge right into our defences.
The 8th Brigade resisted stubbornly but by the 11th December they had
suffered so many losses ans were so extended that it was decided to
evacuated Kelanta altogether, Although this was a severe blow to us,
the army had never wanted to eite defences in this area and only did
so because of their obligation to defend t.ha aerodromes that had been
constructed ‘there.

The Thrust fron Singgorra.

Meanwhile it had become apparent that the Ju.pqnaau attack was
taking & form of a three pointed attack from Khota Bahru, Singgorra,
and Patanl, At first their strengthws about two divisions but that
was soon increased to three. When the hostile convoys were first
sighted the 11th Division in the Kedah area prepared to move across
the- frontier into Thaliand. For political reasons it was not possible
to give them the order immediately, but as soon as the news was regeived
that the enemy had landed, a column moved forward to try and ambush
them, Some tanks were effectively ambushed but their advance was not
delayed. The Divisional Commeander put oub a covering force which was
cut off and a similar fate befell another Battalion which was sent up
to try and extricate this covering force, Ey the 11th December the
11th Division had lost the Jitra position a front of 19 miles, nine
miles of open country on the West, the remainder jungle and riabber
country. Fighting had become mnfuaud and communication with our
forward troops had been destroyed. A defensive position had been -
recced' at Guran and had the time been given to ite contruction it
would have been a wvery good position, but it was not to delay the

‘enemy advance to any extent. A featur of the whole campaign was the

outstanding and brilliant work achieved b the enemy engineers. Very
little time was lost in ecrossing rivers whose bridges we had effectively
blown, Bxamples occurred during the Japanese advance from Jitra to

. Guran when two rivers were crossed within four hours of it having been

evacuated. At Gurun fighting was fierce, the whole of the 6th Brigade
H,.Q. being knocked out with the exception of its Commander and the 11th
Division being reduced to 40% of its original strength and its fighting
effieciency to a still greater extent. Throughout the campaign the

enemy proved time and time again how remarkeably efficient were its

fifth column activities. For several years before the commencement of
hostilities, Japanese had been working all over Malaya as rubber plmt—
ers, shopkeepers and *in other ulpnnitiu..
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Many of them we must presume were staff officers in disguise and the
knowledge of the country and of our troops and pmiiim positions mist
have been invaluable to the enemy. The Japanese frequently displayed
expertness in the location of our H,U's, which received special
attention from them, Use was made of the loacl population and
frequently they advanced preceded by Tamils acting as rubber tappers. X
The Thrust from Patani. -
It has been seen that the thrid enemy thrust came from Patani
: and was therefore directed against the central sector of the Thai
} frantier. For the defense of this area only two battalions could be
, originally spared. A position had been recc'd 30 miles across the
frontier on a ledge that commanded the whole line of attack. Accord-
, ingly our column moved forward to occupy this positdon. Before their
, main landing at Patania, the enemy with characteristic” cunning, had
planted some soldiers in civilian clothing at different places in
Thailand, which were, indeed commonly used by them in the initial
stages of the war. These disguised soldiers opposed our adavancing
column which eventually arrived at the south wnd of the ledge at the
same time as the spearhead of the enemy advance. In this area the
enemy was two Brigades strong, and, despite the different roads, was
gupported by tanks., It should be remembered that a Japanese Drigade
consists of six battalions as opposed by our three and that a Japanese
division consists of two brigades, The week heold on the Southern
extremity of the ledge position could not be maintained and our two -
battalions fell back fighting on to Kroh. The 12th Brigade, less
one battalion, the Command reserve, was then placed under the 3rd Corps
but they arrived too late to demy Kroh to the enemy and they were used
tomfform a proctective force on the 11th Divisionsfs right flank.
It soon became apparant however, that the enemy was thrusting down
to Perak., The 12th Brigade was accordingly withdrawn and was sent =
forward to try and delay the enemy's advance via Grik. The Brigade
fought hard but the enemy's advance of from 7-10 miles per day was
continued, It became essential for the 11th DIivision to withdraw
from the Sungai Krian and later establilment of a stromg defensive
1ine across the Sungai Perak became a matter of vital necessity.
The Campaign in the Air and the Fall of Penang.

After the capture of Singgorra tie ememy lost no time in estab-
lishing the amerodromes there. Aircraft was brought from Indo-China
and it was estimated that on the 9th December, a day after the attack
on Khota Bahru, they had at their disposal 100 planes. Ey the next '
day the figure had increased to 200. Thelir aircraft proved to be far -
gsuperior in design and performance to our pre-war estimates. The
Brewster Buffaloe and the Navy(Japanese) 0.96 were not to be compared.

' A feature of some of their fighters was the detachable belly tank
which enabled these fighters to accompany bombers over long ranges _
without being cumbersome in aerial combat, The usual Japanese tactics
were to send over wings of bombers, £7 strong, supported by a similar
number of fighters high above them. It was hardly surprising that our
fighters met with so little success. After supporting their initial
landing operations the enem; apparently decided to concentrate all his
attention in the air to the destruction of our asrodromes.
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The special bomb sight which they possessed enabled them to obtain
extreme accuracy from great heights and the dispersion of our aircraft
proved to be of no counter-measure. On the 8th December the important
aercdrome at Aloa Star was attacked and both planes and buildings were
8o severely damaged that they bad to be evacuated the same day. This -
procedure was repeated at Sungai Patanizand Butterworth, Penang also
received heavy attacks and all Government and Civil installations
ceased to function. On the night 16/17th December, Penang was also
evacuated, 24 propelled (motor) launches and a lurgn nunber of smaller
craft was left behind, It will be seen that these craft played a
gErcat part in the subsequent operations in enabling the enemy to keep
up out-flaking movements on us in the West.:

The Defence of Kﬂ% and Trolak,
The position selected for stand to be made after the withdrawal

across the Perak River was at Kampar. This may be said to be the only
natural position in the whole of kalaya, Set xkx astride the main road
it bad one important weakness, a loop road that ran the other side of
the mountain and joined the main road behind it, A brigade of Ghurkas
was sent to block the loop road and to be prepared for a counter stroke.
The counrty was especlally suited for this type of warfare in which the
Ghurkas excelled, but the troops were too weary for offensive operations °
For three days the enemy battered himself against our positioms at
Kempar and it seemed that at last he might be held. It hsé only been
possible to allot the independant company (Commando) for the defense of
this area, On the third day however, the enemy commenced outflaking
tactics by sea and landed at Telok Anson, The 12th Prigade was thrown
in but the position at Kampar was scon untemable by this threat to its
flank that it had to be evacuated,

The next defensive position was at Trolak, North of Slim Hiﬂr
where the main road and the railway run together throggh thick jungle.
This wae not an ideal position but it had its advantages. Corridors
bad been cut through the forest to make way for the road and reilway
and the only effective way of holding this position was only in depth,
There is nc doubt that great strain was placed on the mens' nerves
for the jungle was not absolutely impregnable, and there was constant
fear that the enemy might be creeping round th- flanks. Bowever, two .
puccessful abbushes were cerrie out effectively on the 4th and 5th of
January., Meanwhile, displayimg his usual engineering ebilities, the
eneny had sum:aadid in getting his tanks across the BOO yard wide Plﬂk
River, and within 24 bours the bridges were being blown,.

The enemy launched his main attack at 0400 hours on the morning
.Jlnnm €th. He first captured one of our mdvanced posts and cleared .

-an uncompleted tank block. He then came down the road with 16 tanks

blazing away vith all their guns and mortars, more for the moral effect
than to inflict casuelties. Unfort.nately certain battalions wereb
changing over at the time of the attack which accenuated confusion,
The tanks burst right through the leading brigade and into the second
brigade, Not until daylight was the enemy hdld, a 4.5 Howitszer laying
out the leading tank at 200 yards, thus forming an effective road block.
Asresult of this action, of the two brigades of the 11th Div,engaged, -
one was practically wiped out and the other was reduced to half stremgth.
Only one effective brigade remained, the composite 6/15th which was bad-
ly in need of rest and reorganisatioch.
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Closing Stages of the Campaign,

Meanwhile on the East coast positions had also deteriorated but not
to the same extent as the West. The 8th Brigade had managed to evacuate
nearly all its stores and transports from Kelantan but the enemy then
pressed down the East coast and defeated the 22nd Brigade covering the
Kluantan aerodrome., On the 8th January this brigade was witbdrawn West
of the Penang River. The 7th January General Wavell visited our H.Q.
and decided it was imperative to bring fresh troops ober to the West
sector, and said that the enmy was to be held, Accordingly it was
decided to form a West force from the Australian Brigede and the Sth
Indian Division at the expense of our forces of the East coast. Shortly
afterwards the West force was reinforced by the 45th Brigade which had
arrivec from India. It was decided that the force should hold a line
on the string of important aerodromes at Batu Pahat, Kluang, Jemaluang,
and a position was selected on the general line of the Muar River. ar
The right of this mxx at Gemas was very strong but the same confidence
was not felt about the left. There was an ever present danger of our
being outflanked by the sea at the Muar Hiver in the same manner as °
we had been outflanked first at Kampar and later North of Kuala Lumpur,
The Australians carried #ut a very successful ambush lNorth of Gemas,
but the position waes destined to suffer the same fate as the others.
The Japanese had been reinforced b a fresh guards division ehich
concentrated on attacking the 45th Briggte inflicting heavy casualties,
The West Force reserve Battalion had to be sent in and another 4.I.F.
Battalion was brough over from Mersing on the East Coast. .

It was at this juncture that the 65rd Brigade arrived , on the scene,
one Battaelion being sent down to Bata Pahat and another acting as rein-
forcements to the Australians. There was still a slight hope that it
would be possible to hold the line North of the Aerodromes, but we were
severely handicapped by the enemies complete air superiority which gave
him complete command of the sea on both coasts. Aetually S1 Hurriceanes
had recently arrived and ‘were manned by one trained Hurricene Squadron
and Brewster Buffaloe Squadron, but eben this could do 1littMe in the face
of the superior numbers of the enemy and 25 were lost in the first week,
The enemy continued his outflanking tactics and the threat developed to
Yong Peng which resultec in our forces in Gemas having to be brought !
back, lieanhwhile the enemy had effected & successful landing at Endau
on the kast coast but the Battalion of Australians at Mersing held up this
advance., Later a further outflanking movement resulted in Batu Pahet -
being cut off, 2000 of cur troops being evacuated to Singapore on success-—
ive nights, It now became clear that the line of aerodromes could mot' b e.
held and again it was necessary to withdraw, The possibility of estab-
lishing a bridgehead at Johore Bahru was examined but found unfeasable;
in particular the water could mot be defended., It was therefore decided
to make a general withdrawal to Singapore Island and hope that the
enemy had mot sufficient craft to ferry across his troops over the
Johore Straits.. ' '

It wae a vain hope as on the first night he succeeded in tramsport-
ing across the Straits almost a complete Division on the Fest Coast _
and & further 6 Battalions on the North West.It wasafterwards found that
special mobor landing craft had been brought from Japan for the purpose,
being landed in the North and brought as far as possible by rail down

the ®swxix Peninsular. Ey bolting three of this craft together it was
posslible to transport a tank.
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BATTLE _FOR APORE,

While the battles had been raging on the mainland, the large
guns of Singapore Island had been kept in comstant actiomn, Om the
gth February the Japanese tried to land on Pula Ubin, but the local
defenses laid such a devastating barrage that the enemy had to witbdraw
from this Island. :
The Johore battery, consisting of three 15" guns, kept up an almost

unending barrage into Johore Bahru, destroying considerable gquantities
of enemy equipment. On the 11th February the order to demolish all
the defenses in the Changi Area was issued, and subsequently all the
guns and equipment there were blown sky high, rendering them ueeless
to the enemy. The teams that manned these guns were sent into
singapore to act as Infantry, and there they were umtil the battle
finighed, - . :

After landing on the West Coast, the enemy comsolidated and
shipped more troops acroes the straits. At this time, an aeroplane
of the bBritish Air Force was a thing that nobody expected to see,
or saw, so just solid weight of mumbers, supported by aircrafi again
foreced us to withdraw and this time the only way we cculd withdraw
was towards the town itself,

At last on the 5tk Yebruary, reinforcemente that were badly need-
ed arrived. The personnel on these ships bhad had rather a rough
time., Five days out they were spotted ocut by a Japanese recce' plane, .
and on the third dax out they were bombed by high level bombers. '

On reaching the harbour of Singapore they were dive bombed and
the result was that they lost the "Empress of Asia" which unfortun- -
ately was carrying the Recce Corps and all of thelr equipment, \
These troops were landed without even a rifle amongst them and were
jgsued out witn Aussi gear which could bardly be spared. But still
these lads who had not even=Been the land in which they were to’ fight,
went into the front line and did a good job of work. -

Artillery units of the Division were put in as Infantry and thay
provei to be quite efficbent at the job, but even this could not stop
the advance of the mmm enemy who regardless of loss kept pushing more
and more men into the field,

At last we were pushed into an area & mile square with our backs
to the sea. There could be no more retreating and tlie men prepared
to fight to the last but the powers that be d clded that we would

have to eapltulate,

At three Oclock on the 15th Eebruary, General Percival weni over
to the enemy lines accompanied two Brigadiers, one of whom carried
the Union Jack and the other the dreaded white flag. : e
Whatever the conditions were they were mot accentuated by the
Japanese General, so they returned and the order to fight on was given.
At five oclock the same day he went out again and this time the struggle
was over and Singapore fell to an unconditional surrender. 3

=0 =0 =0 =0=0=0=0~0—0—0—0-0—0=0-0—0-0-0—0~0=0—
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To:— FD AAD 1.MIB Village Troops SSYF FMSVF SARE
SA,SIGS RASC ADMS SA PRO GA DAPM. : ; :

From:- H.Q.S.A. SA. 3519, 7 August 42,

The Area Commander directs that the u/m letter be brought to
the attention of All Ranks under your command, as an expmple of the

“ type of treatment to be expected by persvnnel caught outside the wire.

l. I.eeessss.Teport for your information that on 14th June 1942,

I was detained in Curran Camp under the supervision of the Indian
Garrison as an arrested prisoner of war.

2. The occupants of the above mentioned camp are Sikhs, their
Commending Officer being Captain DILLING, a Sikh hilding a King's
Commission, It was particularly noticed that this officer was anti-
British, He acts in the cagacity of the 0.C. Administration and
professes to be a staunch supporter of the Japanese Co-Prosperity
Sphere. . .

%. The conditions of the camp are terrible and ill-treatment-at
the hands of the officers is a daily occurrance for any European
prisoners detained there. The hours of work are excessive and this
work which is carried out under the supervision of an armed sentry,
consists of cleaning latrines and other degrading jobs. The same
duties are carried ocut datily. :

4, The strength of the cemp is 201 including officers of whom

five are Sihks. :

5. Various atrocities'are carried out on the British and Australian
prisoners in an attempt to gain information from them, but no matter
what results are gained from tane prisoners, punishment is awarded to
the apparant joy of ths Sihks. The most popular form of punisbment
is the placing of the prisonsrs head in a vice: others are the use of
sticks, whips and leather glippers. : o ol
6. The conditions are beyond the comprehension of any Christianm.
All prisonere-: are accommodated in a barbed wire enclosure with a
canvas roof, the only sleeping arrangements being the floor, The sentry
has orders to shoot if any prisoner even touches the wire. Captain :
DILLING salid he could order the shooting of any prisoner and explain
it away to the Japanese by stating the prisolier had attempted to escape.

. After six weeks of this punishment I was brought back to Changi on the

€9th July 42, under British escort and returmned to my umit."

SGD OO0

{Sgd} F.C.EYRE,

MAJOR.
D.A.A.G. SOUTHERN AREA.
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This party was marched to the old quarters, where they were herded
into rooms which varied in size from 9 x ® ft to 10 x 12 f%, and 50 °
to 70 being placed in each. They were literally jammed in anc took
some minutes to raise their hands above their heads. Sitting down was
out of the question and the occupants were forced to urinate against
each other. During the night many died and all suffered from thirst
and the suffocating atmosphere. Water was promised but never arrived,
¥hen dawn came the Japs were seen with cases of timmed fruits which
they kept to themselves.

By evening shelling was at i%s height and shells were bursting all
around, One struck the roof injuring some of the prisoners and blowing
open the door and window, When this happemed an esoape was attempted-
some were successful, others were machine gunned. Prior to this the
Japs had been leading small parties out of sight and the emsuing yells
and screams, coupled on one occasion with the Japs returning wiping
blood from their bayonets, left little doubt as to their fate.

Captain Allardyce, who could speak a litile Japanese, and Cpls
Mc.Donough and Wilkins were taken off, Captain Allardyce appeared to
be under the impression that he was required as a hostage or possibly
to attend to Jap wounded, However, he was seen only for the last time
that night at the quarters where the doomed 200 were imprisomed.
1t must be assumed that he and Cpl.Wilkins sufferred a similar fate
as the others. The body of Cpl.Mc.Donough was found outside the hospital -
and it would appear that he was killed by shrapnel. ;

%. A party of Jepanese came into the Reception Room shouting and threat-—
ening the Btaff and Patients who were congregated there. Sgt.

was bayonetted and died and the remainder were similarly treated., Another
party went into the Wards 16 and 17 causing injuries to patients. They
entered the kitchens of these two wards and killed Pte Bruce, probably
using a Tommy Gun, This party was also shown the Ked Cross Brassard,

but replied by throwing a hand Grenade into a Sister's bumk.

Tt 1is difficult to find a reason for this barbaric attack on the
hospital and investigations were carried out to find a possible explanatia
for it. Rumour has it that Indian Sappers and Miners, digging a tumnel
at the rear of the hospital, had presumably made a run for it when the
Japanese advanced and passed through the hospital building .

At 1600 hours some 40-50 people were herded into the corridor and a
guard placed ower them, Later the guard went away and Captain Bartlett
went out to investigate but found no signs of the Jape. This partyn -
renained there until dawn. !

Sunday 15th February, 1942,

Shekling was very heavy and a few direct hits were made on the
building. The Japa were using the ground floor and corridor for battle .
This, however, did not interfers with the dutles of the hospital staff.’
About 1800 hours a party which included Sgt.Anderson and about 20 others,
was taken away by the Japs. They had their hands tied behind them and -
were led to a.drain behind the W,0.'s Quarters where they remained all
night but were given cigarettes and raisins. About 0800 hrs the Jap
looters arrived. At 1000 hrs a Japanese Medical officer of the rank of"
D.D.M.S., entered the hospital and saluted all our dead. [Ke complimented
the staff on the way the patients had been looked after and provided a
guard against looters.
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Tuesday 17th February, 1942,
The Japaness G.0.C., Lieut-General Yamashita, called

and expressed his regret for what had happened and assired ‘.

the staff they had nothing further to fear. ~

He told the 0.C., Hospital, that he, the General, was 1o
to regarded as a direct representative of the Emperor and
that no higher honour could be paid to the Hospital.
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1.
_WE _DARED.

Our bid for freedom had failed, our captors merching us back
to our dismal billets bullying us and strking us en route. Omn
arrival we were interrigated by the Commandent and other Japanese
offielale. Ve were then made to stand outside the guardroom to
attention for three deys and three nights, and we were indeed in
& sorry plight. We thank our lucky stars that the Commandant had
noticed our exhavsting condition for it was he who ordered our
renoval to hospitel for treatment.

Wie remained but one day in the hospitsal in spite of our Medical
Officer's efforts to keep us in for & while, and we take this
opportunity to thank thie same Medical Officer for so gentlemany
and tactful handling of & rather ticklish situation as the Japanese
were in a spiteful mood. On the 4th of October the Japanese decided
that our escape bic was & viciocus crime and sc we were despatched to
Singapore for & General Court Martial., We left BANG PONG in the
evening with mirxed feelings and certainly knowing fear. It was hard
toc leave with out saying cheerioc to comrades with whom we had served .
though thick and thin.,

Qur three days journey tc Singapore was a nightmare for we were .
handcuffed to our seats, given scanty and dirty food and sleep was
out of the question. It was here that we noticed the true mentality
of the common scldier of Nippon during dur miserable ride. We found
him a poor, excitable and spiteful companion, ever ready to remaind
us of their conquest in Asia, and a very nasty individual indeed. .
Wheo we informed him that the Allies were remowned for their "Stepping
off on the wrong foot] we were prepared that Japan had prepared for
a twenty yvears war. What childish prattle %.

The morning of the 7th saw us at Singepore Etntiun and the nruwﬂﬁ
we encountered showed their sympathy in verious ways. We found thie
to be more pronounced among the Qhinese, These stolid people incited
the wrath of our guard by their determined efforts to egpage us in -
conversation and give ue words of encouragegent. We obviously gave
cause for comment being filthy dirty with nine deays growth of beard
and our clothing in rags and tatters. We also showed signes of distres:
our feetbeing terribly  swollen and our wriste where the handcuffs
‘had been locked in & rachet clapse thus imparing our blood circulat-
icn. ]
Our guards mow handed us over to the M.Ps where our troubles "
really began for these sons of the devil promptly proceeded to let
us know who was boss. But though suffering some physical pain we
were still able to emile at thesebrown dwarfs whose every action
appeared to have been adopted from the tough guy type of the film.
Eventually we were lodged in Qutram Road Gaol after having
experienced some more indignities at the hands of our Gaclers. The =
Gaol proved to be filthy ang absclutely vermin infested. We were =
given a blanket or rag to serve as such, which was lousy. This was -
our first introduction to & life of solitary confinement which we |
were to live. Ve must first describe the farce of a Court Martial °°
which was to condemn us to imprisonment. : :
S
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After a period of waiting we were shorn of our beards and our heads
were shaved, We were then handouffed and taken by a lorry to G.H.Q.
The handcuffs were taken off and we were marched into a .room which -
was filled with Japanese officers. After a pantomine of bows and
handshakes all round the court was called to order and we were off.
The persone who confronted us were a Major General, two Hajurﬂ

and two junior officers.

The prosecuting officer asked the ecourt for the death
sentence which gave ue a shaking. The Court was. adjourned for two
hours and during that short period of waiting we suffered untold
mental agonies, the Jap guard making grim geatures and passes with
his sword all the time. Once again we were marched in front of our
Judges and again witnessed the Bo polite and gentlemanly geatures
of the Court. This ended and 'the prosecutor prepared to read the
Do's and Dont's of P,0.Ws. At last we were told that we were not
to die for the Imperial Government of Nippon were exercising
leniency on our behalf, Thie was indeed nice to know and duly
appreclated. TWhat was to become &f us ? Weee we going to get
off scott free ? Our hopes were goon shattered because the Court
whole heartedly a greed that we deserved five years solitary con- -
finement in spite of the efforts of a more westernized interpreter
to bring about a lighter sentence. We were then escorted back -
to prison t o satart our -sentence.

On aerival we saw some awful sights in the prison compound. .
English, Australian and Indian troops were one;. and all in wvarious
stages of berl beri; none were able to walk erecti L imbs and
private parts were tertibly.swollen. Even so, 'one and all made
feeble attempts to smile and the V for Victory sign was muc h in
ebidence. We had no opportunity to speak to them for we were - :
locked in our cells immediately. I shall never forget the screams
and curses of an Englishmen who wmas dying in the cell opposite.
Throughout the night this poor wretched creature hung on to life
and soundly cursed his tormentors, mno fewer than fivw times the
guard entered his cell to jeer and rile him.

The following morning a commotion nns haarﬂ in tha curridnr*
8ix Chinese Communists were being bound by; ropes before being
ushered off for execution, Five of these prisomers were actually '
sniling at the efforts of the guards to break their nerves and weee
doing their utmost to pacify the sixth member who was a boy of
fourtesn. Their efforts were duly rewarded for theypumgs youngster
squared his shoulders and dried his gyes, but we can rightly say
that we too did our share in bringing such a change in that brave .
boy's eyes and manners for he responded visibly to our guarded .
signals 6f victory and salute. We shall never forget that boys face =~
when he spotted our faces at the small apertures in our cell; doors. ..
Vie know that he died the death of the brave., The Jap guard however, '
had noticed our signals etec., so we had a severe trouncing but it ¥
was worth it, for we had witnessed a stirring spectacle. That
morning our breakfast was a poor effort; little rice and dirty - ,
looking fishy soup which made us vomit, and warm water served as a
drink that tasted rank. We scon lwarned that this was to be our
regular diet. We also found that we were forbidden to talk under
any circumstances unless spoken to by :unrﬂﬁ, neither git or lnlk
unless ordered by the guard. . Aiipﬁ-

1
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Barters death naturally set us thinking that we were to be =

denied medical traetment and left to die. Wie knew onl¥y too well
that several of the lads were physicelly finished and did not mind
very much if they were left to die. We did our utmost to keep their
spirits up by inventing some victories of the Allies in Burope.

gut of a total of 52 European prisoners there remained on

" their feet a mere 11, 6 Australians and 5 British. My two pals and

I were included in the unfortunate list. All three of us were
covered with scables and lice and Beri-Beri had brought abput a
bloated appearance. We were very light-headed and violent shooting
pains in our private parts made us yell out in pain, We thank our
pal the Doc for %k his efforts to*obtain treatment for us, for -
which he suffered as the guards struck him repeatedly.

In February two Japanese Medical Officers entered my cell
and ordered me to my feet. I tried hard to carry out that order but
elways my lege refused to bear my weight. At last they left me
alone and I listened as they carried out an inspection of all
inmates. I prayed long and fervently that morning, hadv the Japs
relented ? Were we to have treatment after all ? In the afternoon
a Jap orderly entered myy my cell, took my temperature and gave
me two tablets. What a queer mentality the Jap has, I had been
given tablets to induee sleep whilst a few cells away a comrade -
was being hidden because he could not stifle the crys of sheer pain
brought about by a swollen aBidomen and priwvate parts.

A short while later, to our amazement we were sent to
Roberts Hospitel at Changi P.0.W. Camp, where we still are and
well on our way to recovery. . - :

—0—=0—0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0==0 =
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AUSBBIE P,0,Ws.
EXPERIENCES 1IN
THATLAND and BURMA.

Stories of what the other man did in Thailandeand Burma
are always an interesting subject for discussion among the
occupants in Changi Camp, whether he be a man who did not leawe
the Island or one nhn suffered much somewhere along the line
to the north,

With a number of members of #A" Force and Java parties
coming into camp hospital from River Valley Road, it is possible
to gather facts which when linked up gives us an idea of the
conditions and experiences the early contingents of prisoners
of war leaving Changi faced.

, "A" Force comprising 1,000 of the 22nd Bde, AIF, :
travelling on the "Celebes Maru", with Col. Ramsey in charge of
them, and 2,000, which included a large number of the 2/4 M.G.
Bn and others of AIF units, under Major Green, on the "Tayohasi
Maru", left Singapore on May 14, 1942, for Burma. At Margui, 1,000
considting of the 2/4 M.G. Bn and pthers disembarked, while
the remainder continued on towards Tavoy, disembarking at a
large rice store, 25 miles'down river from Tavoy.

There was a sensation the day after encamping when eight
men of the AIF 4th Anti/Tank Regt escaped.

They were brought back four days later and shot,

‘The executions were natutally, very unpleasant,
particularly as the Japanese would not let them speak to anyone
not even the padre,iwhile their belongings, 1n¢lud.’mg paybooks,
were buried with them.

A month later, Major Green's party a.rri'rad from Mergui
and went to Ye; a party of reinYorcements also continued with them,
Later another party came into Tavoy from Vietorlia Point.
Subsequently, the bigger part of the force was sent tp Moulmein -
and then on to Than Buziyat or Tan Besar, as this camp became k:nnlln
generally.

Tam Besar became the HQ of ™A™ F¥prce, Willkams Party,
among them 2nd/ 2nd Pioneers and Navy personnel, from Java, which
spent two days in Changl before proceeding porth, a party of 5rd
M.T., 105th Transport and 6th Field Coy, all AIF under Col. Black, -
and & large contingent of N.E.I. Forces. This camp was known as
No3 Branch, Thal Prisoners of War Administration.

Brigadier Varlet, ATF now in River Valley Road Camp, was P 0.W.
Commander, Col. Anderson took charge of the remainder of mA" Fﬂru-,
which with "Williams" Force, became separately known as Mobile
Unit No.l1l. when work began on laying irons for the railway.

Compared with the expeririences of "F" and "H" Forces,
these sarly Burma and Thailand perties were fortunate. Though
they had a certain amount of marches to do, they were not forced
on long marches such as in the case of some members of "F" Force for
instance, 200 kilos. Further, though there were periods when there
was & lot of sicimess, there were fewer deaths, lnﬂrurne “lnnin:
approximately 380, \
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When the main bodies of #F# and "H" Forces had left Kanburi
all No.5, Branch were transported to the gouthern camp and later
the fit were taken to Saigon where they awaited transport to
Japan, Lack of shipping prevented further persuance to these plans
and after three months in Salgon some moved by rall to Singapore.
This party opmprised of 15 groups of 150 (1250) all AIF except
for 250 English and Americans (belonging to the Java Parties).
The remainder were transfered back to Thailand to No.%. Branch.

A further 300 men, 200 AIF and 200 Dutch and Americans later
arrived at River Valley Foad Camp from Kanburi.
Some of the sick are being sent to Changi Hospital and one
or two of these men will tell their story in their own words..
PTE, GILLETTE.
"At Tavoy, we were mc.nmpad. in a Hangar at’ tha
aerodrome which had a floor of blue metal. This was at a spot four i
miles out of the tomm. We started the march there from the point
d where we disembarked, 25 miles down river, at dawn, and we were
" given our first maal at 2 am the following morning. We did not
get another meal until 4.350 pm., that day when we reached the drome. .
Conditions were bad here and we soon developed a number of dysentery
3 ' cases., After a week we moved to the former R.A.F. quarters where .
Wi accommadation was better and also the food improved.
: The day after arrival at Tavoy drome, eight y
: men tried to -smpa but ‘were found xmmk by the Jepanese fmd shot.
At Tavoy, we worked on the airfield; itrwas
reasonable work and wevhad every Sunday free. We finished there
on Sept.29. and embarked on the "Ankai Maru" a vessel of 1,000 tons.
Therew were 1,000 of us aboard and though the Japanese tried, they
could net get more on the boat.
) Wev reached Moulmein at 4 ]:IIL. on Dnt-ubar 1st
i and marched several miles to Moulmein Misskon Hall where we were
billeted. All through Moulmein the native population was exception-
ally good to us. The following day we left for Tan Besar. We xmreimsd
commenced a period of four days work here and were then taken to a
‘ camp 18 kilos away, Ten Eesar remained our H.Q. with Brig. Varley
in charge. In the new camp the hutments were very poor but the food
; was fairly good. Our work was excavations. Qur interpreter, Captain
- Drower, an English Officer did a marvellous Job of work on behalf
of the camp, but on Dee 24 he was badly beaten up by the Japanese,
for what reason we do not know even now. There was almost a riot
among the men who were eager to show their disapproval. -
: About the same time, & Sgt O'Donnell was ;
‘missing. We had a special rodl call and the Japanese went in search
of him in a southerly direction; after a while we heard the reports
of three shots, Near dark we sent some men out to get him because
the Japanese said they had shot him, our men found him two miles
to the north. He had been shot three times and on examination it °
] was found that k= the second and third shots had struck him
whilst on the ground. The Japanese would not permit the M.0. to
: exumine the body. Col,Anderson only was permitted to see it.
.ﬁ.ftar thie incident, conditions changed end thing:
\ were t-ightmaﬂ up. The guards were very tnugh and it was almost
dangerous and daring to go anyvhere near them.
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Here let A,B. S5.C. Metson, HuAS, Perth, take up the story;

A.B, Matson wes with "illieme" party from Jave and left
Singapore after two days in Changi, for Rangoon in October 1942,
He speaks of the movements of Mobile Unit No.l. from the time it
left Tan Besar, the base camp, -

"Our first working camp wag, (I do not remember the names

later, The health of the men was also reasonably good and there was
really very little sickness. We were working on the railway line,
building embenkmente and cutting away earth from the %0 to 40 kilo
points, 1-3%
fie left there for the 26 kilo,point where work betame hardes
with longer hours but for e month wWe were given double rations. From
the 26 kilo we moved to 45 kilo where we had a number go down with .
sickness, they were sent back to the base camp hospitel. At this .
péint we had to work very late hours 9 am to 11 pm. From here
150 men weme sent to 20 kilo point w e the main party moved on to
60 kilo point. We arrived there on May © and it was in this camp that
one men died from cholera, Again, the food was very good. From here
the major part of the force was moved to 40 kilo point. We had been
engaged on leying reils and ballast but at this point the wark was
all ballast. Camp conditions were very bad; there was a lot of fever -
and other diseases and we had & number of deaths. Food was not too
good but we were still getting fresh megt.

A lot of sick were left at that camp when the maiik body

" moved back to 60 kilo point. Here we had our first experience of stews -

L i e

made from boxed meat. The boxes were usually soaking wet through ,
heving been left in the rain ang became maggot ridden. The meat stenk
end though it was well “€ashed, thousande of maggots would be floating
around in the stew. Occasionelly, a dry box of meat or spiced meat

was produced and these would be Very good indeed. Otherwise food here
wag poor.

The work from 60-70 kilo,points was bad and we were out
ell hours. The treatment from the Japanese was also bad and there
/were plenty of bashings, Nothing seemed to go right. The rains get in
and the weather was very hostile.

At the B0 kilo point we also met & lot of setbacks and there
the Japanese even had groups of fifty one star Japanese soldiers
workhng under the same conditions as ourselves. During the period here
we had two 56 hour stretches of work. From here we moved to the 75th 3 4
kilo where there was a large Japanese camp, extensive transport depot
and smmmition and food dump stretching for five kilos. Later we were
shifted to the¢ 108th kilo, a big Duteh camp, here the food improved
8 great deal compared with the previous "three or four camps. -

During thie period we were laying rails and the systen was
for our baggage to be sent ahead by truck to the camp which would

be our destination and for the party to follow up, laying rails and
ballast on the way. : 3
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At 116 kilo point we struck the wopst camp during our stay in p!
Burma and Thailand, end even the Japanese admitted it wes a very
bad camp. Genersl health was bad and moet of us developed fever,
The food was shocking end the living conditions deplorable. /When

we arrived we had to remove dead natives from the huts which we
were to occupy. In parts mud was up to our knees. Qur hut was on &
elope with a hut occupled by native labour just a little higher.
Tater fiowed from the native's hut into our quarters amd the meszs
they made wuth it came elsc and stuck there. The stench was
terrible. The kitchen was a low roofed affair which precented the
picture of a pig-sty. We were very glad to leave this camp when

we were moved awey to the 122 kilo point which wae the first big
camp we entered in what was regarded as the Thailand end of the line.
It was a camp of Australiens and here we lost many dead. We were
housed in huts which had previpusly been elephant dems. A

Eventually, we moved again to the 181 kilo caxp which was
the last camp we struck as far as the construction of the railway
was concerned, and from here we went on to 155nkilo where the line
was Joined. For thulﬁrst ten days the food was good, as good as
anywbere along the e, but afterwards it became fery poor. While
we were here the Japanese celebrated the completion of the railway.
They ordered that cemeteries were to be tidied up and that & memorial
service should wwid be held, handing us a cross for the graveyard
at this point.

At Christmae, while we were at 121 kilo, known to us as
Little Nelki, we received our first mail which was only for persomnnel .
of the Java Parties. Little Neiki wes & bad fever camp and many went .
down gick, The Japanese then decided to send our sick to Tamsakan
hospital near Kanburi. All the fit men were sent to cemps 114 and
105 kilo points; 114 point was on the Japanese designed border of
Thailand end Burma, From these camps, any sick were sent to the main
Neilki camp now occupied by Dutch Troops. Later the sick were sent to
Tamakan, /

Early in the New Xxmxr Year it was decided to sehd a
working party to Kanburi end we reached this camp on Jamuary .12th.

We then heard that we were to be sent to Jepan. The fit men weme
sorted out from the sick or unfit. We first had to pess our own M.0.
and then a Japanese M.0, after which we were segregated and not
permitted to talk to the unfits. We were then divided into "Kumies" .
or parties of 150 end thege kumies left in groups of two's for
Non-Fhradok where each remained a week. The Japanese were very
particular as to what we ate and insisted that all our water be boiled
for drinking. We were not allowed to mix with any sick in camp or -
even talk to them, :

We left Y train for Bangkok and Non-Peng, Indo-China end
travelled down river by ferry to Saigon. In Saigon the camps were
very full and congested; hygiene was by no means the best, but the
food was good. We stayed here for three months, ewaiting transport
to Japan. Actually two kumies were put aboard a ship on which they
stayed for three days before they returned to camp -
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f At 116 kilo point we struck the worpst camp during our stay in

Burme and Theiland, end even the Japanese admitted it was a very

| bad camp. General health was bad and moet of ue developed fever.

The food was shocking end the living conditions deplorable, /When

we arrived we had to remove dead natives from the bhute which we

, were to occupy. In parte mud wes up to our knees. Qur hut was on a

| elope with a hut occupied by native labour just a little higher.

' Tater fiowed from the pnative's hut into our quarters eand the mess

they made wuth it came elso and stuck there. The stench was

terrible. The kitchen wes & low roofed affair which presented the
picture of & pig-ety. We were very glad to leave this camp when

we were moved away to the 122 kilo point -which was the first big

camp we entered in what wa:s regarded as the Thailand end of the line. .

! It was a camp of Australians and here we lost many dead. We were

housed in hute which had previpusly been elephant dens. &S
Eventually, we moved again to the 121 kilo canmp which was
the last camp we struck ms far as the construction of the railmway
was concerned, and from here we went on to 155nkilo where the line
was joined. For thalﬁrst ten days the food was good, as good as

" anywhere along the e, but afterwards it became ?ery poor. While

we were here the Japanese celebrated the completion of the railway.
They ordered that cemeteries were to be tidied up and that e memorial
gervice should ¥=is be held, handing us a cross for the graveyard
at this point.

At Christmas, while we were at 121 kilo, known to us as
Little Neiki, we received our first mail which was only for personnel .
of the Java Parties. Little Neiki was a bad fever camp end many went
down sick, The Japenese then decided to send our sick to Tamakan
hospitel near Kenburi. All the fit men were sent to camps 114 and
105 kilo points; 114 point was on the Jeapanese designed border of
Thailand and Burma, From these camps, any sick were sent to the main
Nelki camp now occupied by Dutch Troops. Later the sick were sent to
Tamakan, /

Farly in the New Yxmmr Year it was decided to sehd &
working party to Kenburi end we reached this camp on January 12th,

* %ie then heard that we were to be sent to Japan. The fit men weee
sorted out from the sick or unfit. We first had to pass our omn M.0.
and then a Japanese M.0, after wiich we were segregated and not
permitted to telk to the unfits. We were then divided into "Kumies" .
or parties of 150 end thegse kumies left in groups of $wo's for
Non-Fhradok where each remaimed a week. The Japanese were very

. particular as to what we ate and insisted that all our water be boiled

L for drinking, We were not allowed to mix with any sick in camp or -

’ even talk to them.
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We left B train for Bangkok and Non-Peng, Indo-China end
travelled down river by ferry to Ssigon. In Saigon the camps were
very full and congested; hygiene was by no meens the best, but the
food was good. ¥We stayed here for three months, ewaiting transport
to Japan. Actually two kumies were put aboard a ship on which they
stayed for three days before they returned to cemp -
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We were billeted on a wharf, some 24 miles from the gity,
and during our stay here we experienced several air raildy
alarms. One night it was 'fair dinkum', Planes came over
one at a time and dropped their bombs the nearest falling
200 yards from the camp, One wiped out a cigarette factory
only 4 mile from the camp. Other bombs appear to have done
little damage except for wrecking native huts and houses
and killing a number of Anemites and Chinese. The ack ack
was pretty lively but very inaffective.

{ whilst, at Saigon, we were digging air-raid shelters
all over the city, and working on anti-blast walls at an
asrodrome, Saigon is nmow a mass of holes. We also worked
at the Japanese Ordnance Depot and HQ., petrol dumps in a
rubber plantation and on moving ammunition from ships and
factories to other shipd. Day and night shifte were also

engaged on loading rice aboard ships for Singapore and Japan.
(ne shift by day and two axmk at night,

The tmaatoent by the Japanese was falrly good and
any man injured at work received compensation in the form of
full pay while he was sick. The French and the Anamites were
exceptionally good to us end handed us money, food and cigarette s
et every opportunity. The Fremch FRed Cross gave the canp an
almost full orchestra of instruments, and each kumie two sets
of chessmen and a badminton set. In regard to purcheases, food
was very cheap, and 8o were cigerettes, in fact the cheapest
we bad struck since becoming prisoners of war.

Qccasionally there wag trouble through over loading
trucks with men and twice we had smashes in which some of our,
men were injured. Otherwise the general health of the camp was
good, Sometimes the Korean guards behaved offemsively but the
Japanese officer who waes in charge tock action to prevent any

- repetition of such incidents.

Here agein we received meil and International Red
Cross parcels from America. Of the latter the Japanese handed
one to each American (with Williams Force) in camp. Two single
boxee remained and these were ahared among a number of Englishs
Australians and Dutech received nothing from these parcels. :
From the total in camp, 15 Kumies of mainly Australians
were detailed for transportation to Singapore. The remainder ,
to Thalland. We travelled back along the same line on which we .
had come, up to Baigon via Non-Peng, Bankok, Non-Phradok and
Bamphong. On the domn country trip food arrangements were
exceptionally bad and we mever knew when we were going to.get

a meal,

On arrival in Singapore we were taken to River Valley
Camp, while our sick were brought on to Changi Hospital. At
Fiver Valley Road, the food 1s the worst we have ever struck,
even worse than in the jungle of Thailand,

-..--ﬂ e T
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On July £5th or 26th, 650 men left River Valley Road Camp for
some destation unknown, beleived to be an Island where an
aerodrome is to be built. When we arrived in Singapore we expected
to find shipe ready to take us to Japmn. We found that a party of
F.O.W were aboard cne ghip and it is beleived they had been on
that ship in the harbour for 17 days. :

At Tan Besar, mmx we experienced two air raids during
which bombs fell on our hospital and several huts. After the
second dey of the raid, we were evacuated to the 50 kilo camp.
During the raids fellows left their luts to cheer the planes and a
nupber were killed as a result of boxbs or machine gun fire. :
Since we left Thailand, all the railway sidings, particularly at
the 105 and 62 kilo camps, have come in for some bombings.

There was aleo & lot of strafing of traims but to my kmowledge, no
bridges have been wrecked. ; :

A.E. Matson recalls that while walking to the railway
station at Moulmein from the gaol, between 400 and 500 natives
opened their shops and houses and gave the troops anything they wanted,
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PENAL LAWS WITH REGARD TO PRISONEERS OF WAR.

ARTICLE 4.
The present laws apply to crimeés) committed by prisoners of war.:

ARTICLE,11.

In case of violence or threat is committed by any pu.rt;r company or
group of individuals, the leader (s) shall be liable to capital
punisbment, or imprisomment, or confinement for an indefinite period.
Others involved shall be liable to imprisonment or confinement for an
indefinite period mx for not less than one year.

C 111,

Section,l. Anyone killing or causing the death of any supervisor,
guard or escort of prisoners of war shall be liable to capital .
punishment., .
Section.ll. Anvone preparing or causing any plot or sonspiracy to be
communicated, for the purpose of committing the crime (8) mentioned
in the prmaadmg section shall be lisble to imprisonment or ennﬂn—
ement for a definite period of not less than two years.

/

ARTICLE, 1V,

Section,l, Any one inflicting injury on the person of any supervisor
guard or escort of priscners of war, or committing any violence or
making any threat against the afore mentioned person (s) shall be
liable to capital punishmwent, or imprisomment or confinement for an
indefinite period, or for a period of not less than two years.
Section.1l, In case any of the aforementioned crime {s) are
comritted by any company, party or group of :lnﬂi'riduula, the leaders
shall be liable to capital punishment, or imprisonment or confinement
for an indefinite period. Others involved shall be liable to capital
punisiment, or imprisonment or cénfimment for an indefinite periocd or
for not less than three years.

gtion.111, Any one causing the death of any persons resulting from
the act iﬂ:: mentioned in the preceding two sectéons shall be 1ilhl|
to upih.l punishment,

v

Section,l, Any one registing any order or command of any supervisor;
guard or escort of prisoners of war, or disobeying any order of the -
aforementioned person (s) shall be liable to capital punishment, or
imprisonment or confinement for an indefinite period, for not less than
one year,

Section,ll, 1In case any party, company or group of individuals
comnitt any act mentiomed in the preceding section, the leader (s)
shall be liable to capital punishment, or imprisonment or confinement
for an indefinite period. Others involved shall be liable to capital
punishment, or imprisonment or confinement for an indefinite period or
for not less than two years,

S -



ARTICLE, V%, ) . -
Section.1. Any ome insulting any supervisor, guard or escort of
prisoners of war in his or their Presence, or by any other manner
comnit any insult or act of disrespect, shall be lisble to imprison
ment or confinement for a period not axceeding five years. -

ICLE, V11i.
Section,l, In case any escape is made by a party, company or
= group of individuals, the leader (s) ghall be liable to capital
punishnent, or imprisomment or confinement for an indefinite perfod,
or for not less than ten years. Others involved shsll be liable to
imprisonment or confinement for an indefinite period, or for mot
less than one year,

e s o

g T,

APTICLE, Viil.

Section, 1, Any one attempting to commit any crime mentioned in
section 1, Article 11; Section 1, Article 111; Section 1%11, Article
1V, and Article Vil, shall be liable to punishment, . :

ICLE, 1X.
Section.l1, Any one who, released on oath, breaks his oath,
shall be liable to capital punishment, or imprisonment or confine-
ment for an indefinite period or for mot less than seven years.
Section.ll. Any one who, released on oath, takes up arms in order
%o counit any act of resistance, shall be liable to capital
punishment,

~ ARTICLE, X, ' Ehi
Any one violating an cath not to escape shall be liable to imprison-
' ment or confinement for a period of not less than one year, Any
] one violating any other oath (s) shall be liable to imprisonment
of confinement for a period not exceeding ten years.

i Ay

ARTICLE, Xi.

The leader (g) who form any party, company or group of individuals’

for mmx the purpose of committing any act of insubordination, shall

, ) be liable to imprisonment or confinement for a period of not less
than one year nor more 'than ten, Others imvolved shall be liable to

imprisonment or confinement for a period of not less than 8ix months

nor more than five years, LEE D, :

Provisions Ei‘l'li under Article Vil ghall not apply to any crime "

comnitted by any one during his Previous mE captivity, who again is
taken as prisoner of war, ° : : . '

The present laws shall pcome into force an and after the day of
Promulgation. _

k

WMTEEHMHMIDFMEHIHTEEEIGHMHMDI A
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Yied.26 Apr.42. = Left Changi by lorry - 1 Officer and 26 0.Es to a . .
lorry at 0300 hours. Entrained in goods waggons at 0600 hours. Left
Singapere (Syonan) 0645 hrs. Permitted to take such luggage as could
be manhandled for short distances plue £ truck heavy baggage (450) men,
Baci wagon carried two teble tops, 1 letrine seat, 1 six and 2 four
gallon containers, 1 pick and shovel, Heavg baggage included reserve
rations, eoya stoves, electriec light plant, office equipment, tools,
canteen supplies, timber, currugated iron sheeting and medical stores.
hrrived et Gemas at 1800 hrs and given food. Sanitary arrangements
consisted of short haltes at wayside stations, There was ingufficient

latrine space so open spaces were used. No pits were dug.

Thurs,29 Apr, , 0400 hre arrived at Kuala Lumpur,and fed.
1500 hrs arrived at Ipoh,and fed, :
It was noticeable on the journey throughous Malaya that \*
(a) The inhebitants were friendly, badly elothed,il]l fed.
(They sent children to collect seraps from our meals),
(b) There was very little work going on. No tapping of Rubber Trees,
A few tin mines were working near Ipoh, - l
(c) Road end railway bridges which had been wrecked by us were all
repaired either temporarily or permanently.

UF COUNTR: WITH "F" FORCE .

Fri,50th Apr. 0200 hrs arrived at Prai,and fed. '
_ 1500 brs arrived at Haad Yai,-and fed, ;
Whilet in WMalayes we had been permitted to buy food, chiefly fruit -
from hawkers, On arrival in Thailand this privelege was withdrawn,
" Our guard was friendly but the I.J,A.personnel at Thai stations were

far from being so, -. .

" Sun,2nd May. 1400 hrs arrived at Bampong. : ' ,
Bampong is approximately €8 km, (40 miles) short of Bangkok and about
1100 miles by reil from Singspore. The time taken for the journey was
1035 hours, about deuble normal time. 27 men with their baggage in steel
trucks for 103 hours in tropical country is not exactly & pleasure
trip. The trucks measured 18' x 7' x 6' 6", From this camp we commenced -
the night marches, : ¢ R

. NIGHT MARCHES, | o
5/4 May - Bampong to Tamara approx 25-lkm, 15 mile.
4/5 " - Tamara to Kemburi gt N e
6/6 m One nights rest. S
D i BT Kanburi to Wonpah R - - PR | R
7/86 "/  Vonpah to Tardun. REAST . IR | s
gfe One nights rest. ’ '_
/10 v© Tardun to Tarso, " LA T Rl
} 10/11 » Tareo to Kanyo. -, n eg n 1 n
11/12 m Kanyo to Kinsayo " 18 n .'Ll% n
12/18 o One nights rest. L g
18/14 One nights rest. :
14/15 v  Kinsayo . to Womping " gE " 14k n
15/16 " _ Womping to Bronkali " 28 'n 13 n
16/17 "  Ome nighte rest, et Al oy 10
)\ 17/18 v PBronkali .  to Tarkamun R L B R T
18/19 v | parkanun tc Tameran Par, . ® £1:w:04 98" =

5
18/20 Tameran Par to Konkoita, "R Y. Lde

- y |



Night Merches continued, ' - -

-

20/21 May. Konkoita  to Shimo-Nieke Approx.20km 123 m..
: 21/22 " . °  Shimo-Nieke to Sonkrai. " 27 %11 »

~ TOTAL:;- 3509 Kilometres = gpprux 198 miles,

Sonkrai to Kemi Sonkrai % miles; to [}hangrn:m, 5. miles;
tc Tambaya Hospital, 50 miles. ,

Marched 14 pighte with § nights rest, the last 5
i nights in succession. Could never discover jnow many
more marches we had to do, or how far each march was.
, . Night marches usually siarted at 1900 hre and ended at 0500 hrs.
: The half-way halt for hot water was made and a two or three hrs.
*_ rest., End ol each marct: we had § hours rest.

DETAILS OF LL&REH&

b ~ Sun.2 May. Arrived at Bangpong 1400 hours. Ordered to detrain

; and stack &ll baggage on siding. Later ordered to take up all -
personnel kit and form up by Xe wapons cutside the station.
All heavy kit had to be left on siding. After considerable delay,
counting amd recounting, ordered to carry all personnel kit to
camp, & distance of approx.lrmiles. A considerable agount of kit
was dumped throughout this distance by men unable to carry it.
On arriwal at the camp we were grested by two staff officers of .
18 Div. with the news that we were to march approx. 150 miles and
carry our own kit., We were to have approx. %5 hrs rest at Bampon
During this period we were allotted I.J.A.numbers, searched,
sorted into parties of 100, and sold such kit ae we were una'blu
to carry. Changing of money was difficult, the Thais not being .
at all keen in accepting I.J.A,Straits I!nllar Seript. Eggs and
good cigarettes were plemtiful- eggs 14 for a dﬂlla: cigarat.tura
1 dollaer per packet of 20,  , :

Warched out of Bampong at 1200 hours. v

Received a guod send off by personnel of No.12 Train., FRosd , =«
fairly good mens spirits fairly high. Halted at 1250 am for tea.
Given hot water in lieu (this tea halt always meant boiling water).

. Men disposed of kit by the wayside. Plenty of stragglers. Iﬂlring
the march great difficluty was experienced in keeping the men in
column, Thais actually mingled with the column and relieved men
of articles of clothing, action in quite a few cases being takem
by the men themselves in no uncertain manner. Eventually whole '
party arrived at 1030 hrs and many had to be assisted. Captain .
Anderson, A,I,.F,.,Camp Commandant. Bathing in River was permitted.
Good canteen where eggs, coffee, cakes could be bought. Prices
were high and there was no small change available. "

Tues. 4 May. At 2000 hrs we marched out leaving about 50 sick
men, Very high par::antage of those that started were saffering
from sore feet, " It should be remembered that the men had been °
Ps.0.W, for 18 months, had been on a very meagre rations, and
tiiat their footwear was far from satisfactory. Socks were in pany
cases were non-existant, R T
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The party eventually arriveu at Kanburi at aoprox,1020 nrs,

Captaln Weller S,5,V,F, was Canp Comuwendant. We were told that

we would be staying for one night, but there was no cover except
four hospital petients; no tea and no water was issued. No hawkers
were allowed but there was & small cantsen at which four men were
allowed at a time, and water already boiled could be bought at

10 cents per bucket., Bathing was allowed once aday in an organised
group, but the river was 20 minutes march away. Approx,150 men went
to bathe and as & result of six men coming beck independantly, .
contrary to orders, the’ were roundsd up and slapped in the face,
kicked on the shins and made to sit on the sguare tn the rain,

Thev were later released. Food here was gnad-ﬂtews contained meat,
Towgay, Beans, Eggs and Onions. e

Thurs., 6 lfav. All men considered fit to march to the next place
had to parade at 1100 hrs and march 2 miles to the I.J.A. Hospital

go through a'glass-rodding' and Malarial blood test and march back. '

Nearly every body was by this time suffering from blisterec feet
and the supply of Elasto-Plast was running low,
1900 hours paraded reacy to march off.
£300 hours Marched off. The delay was caused by Hospital numbers
being incorrect. It rained steadily during the wait and several
men collapsed and had to be left benind, The march was very badly
controlled by I.J.A: guards. Leading EJ&“ﬂE set too fast a pace,
and as a result the column quickly became gplit. The last Company
(led by Captain Burmett R,A,.S.C.) took the wrong road at the
Hospital ¢rﬂas—rnaas and did not discover their mistake until they
had gone about 1% miles. The Company was halted, end, after a

‘discussion with the I,J.A, rearguard, we turned about and turned

left at the cross-reads., After we had gone about half a mile
the guard halted the company and it soon beceme obvious that he
nad lost his way. One of the guards pushed off to get instructioms
and after approximately one hours halt we proceecded. We had only
gone about one mile when we caught up with what we imagined the
remainder of the company, but later discovered what was the centre
of the column which was llﬂﬂ lost, After a heated argument between
the guards, the order was given to advance and after approx. §
miles of extremely heavy going along a sand-track, we came to the
half-way halt where we found the remainder of the column. On this
occassion we halted for two-half hours and were able to buy excell-
ent coffee, :
The second half of the march was along & very muddy
road, FWe eventually arrived at our destination many qf the men were
very tired and had to be assisted, The camp was comparitively a -
pleasant place- there was a certain amount of cover undpr tress

and shrubs and the food was good.

Fri. 7 lay. Heavy persunnal bageage was sent on by bullock -
cart at a cost of 50 cents per head, The march was fairly good
going to start with but deteriorated into a muddy track and was
hilly in parts. There were canteen arrangements at the half-way
halt, but owing to the difference of opinion (presumably over
the rake off) between the I J.,A, and Thai hawkers, we were not
allowed to buy anything - hot water only being provided. We had
about, two hours halt and arrived at Tardun 0500 hrs,



il .
We ha.ted until, 0800 hours - very cold and damp - when we marchid ¥
into camp. There was at usual no cover than hand-made Bamboo
ghelters covered with ground sheets etc., there was a small canteen
with hawkers, river bathing about three—guarters a mile away, and
the food was fairly good. TWe halted ohe night here. By now many
pen were suffering from Diarrhoea due largely to chills on the
i stomach picked up at the halts. The best cure proved to be a small
[ Japanese black pill, with cresole as clief content. Our one and .
t only interrupter wasctaken away from us which: increased our difficult A
jes for the rest of the time. ' ‘ : oty
Sunday. 9 May. GMarched off at approx. 2000 hrs for Tarso. The march
was uneventful but about the most tiring to date. Struck the much 4
talked of railway for the firet time. Colonel Dillon A.Q. 18 Div,
and Major Wilde, 0 & B.L.I. met us. Put under cover of tents for
the afternoon.: The sick parade was taken by an 1.J.A, ¥.0, We ™’
were warned by our own M.0s that nobody would be left behind who
were suffering from Diarroheoa or 8oTes of any kind. The result .
was that the next march was carried out with many sick men. :

Wonday .10 hay. Left Tarso at 1800 hrs for Kanyo. A very tiring
narch., Reached Kenyo at 0400 hrs, halted and slept to 0700 hours.
wihen we enetered the camp and met our two staff officers. A small
stream ran thpeugh the camp and one Was abole to get a good wash. .
Food here was indifferent and there was mno canteen. Lieut.Harwood
RAOC, had his face severely slapped because at one of the halts,

two of his men feiled to move on at the restart: This treatment (
was most unjustified as it was dark end impossible to find men,

The I.J.A, had taken away our torches etc., at Bampong.

Tues, 11 May. 1900 hrs lefi Kanyo Kinsayo. An uneventful

march. Woen we arrivec there personnel of Train 10 were still
there, Ve were to spend two nights in this camp - & much needed
rest, The camp was in a bamboo forest: no fixed cover Wwas available,
but we managed to make ocurselves fairly comfortable, There were
good bathing facilitles about 12 miles away and also & good I.J.A.
canteen about 1 mile away. Food wee fairly good - olled fish,
onions, rice and beans, TrainnlO had started to leave here om 11tn .
May, but for some unknown reason (reported to be Chinese'Gorillas')
had been turned back. Train 1ev arrived a.m. 15 May.

Friday 14 Hay. Left Kinsayo for Womping. Wie had left about 50
sick benind after a certain apount of argument. _The Test had certain.
1y done us good and some"of our blisters were a little more comfort-
able. Diarrhoea was as bad as ever and there were gigns of '

Dysentery. \ (_




- e ——

. S

b e T — WL S

-5~

Saturday. 15 May. Womping to Eronkell ( the concentration .
Camp). This camp was so Emi named owing to.the treatment meted out
by the Japanese HCO in charge, to Officere and Men alike. It

should br noted that all camps we had been in, ¥he senior Japanese

" poldier had been at the wost the equivalent of a Sergeant. These

Japarese NCOs were in many cases reasonably helpful and competent.
It was, however, impossible to alter any programme laid down by
higher authority, or .to get any real assistance over medical
arrangements etc. These NCOs had their instructions and no argument,
however reasonable, would make them revise their orders. This NCO,

* it was rumoured, hud be=n in the Japanese Imperial Guard. He

certainly ran an efficient camp, but this was brought about striking
the men with sticks. Ve were on endless fatigyes, digging latrines,
refuse pits, drawing water etc. There was in fact little or no rest,
mental or otherwise, for anybody. The IJA were persistent in their
attempts to buy watches, fountain pens and cigarette lighters, but
offered very smell sums for them, If sne refused to sell they

became annoyed and in some cepes, violent. Lt. Moffatt was beaten .
up for refusing to esell his silver screww pancil.

!.Ir:-ruilxslwF 17 May. No.12 train marched in about 0800 hrs
and received the same treatment as we had done. 1900 hrg we marched
out, glad to & men to leave this place. An uncomfortable march
uning th rain and undulating country. Camp close to river - batning
good - accomocation as usual

Tuesfiay., 18 May. " 1800 hrsm marched out - rninnﬂ f-::r mogt
of the march. New camp pretty poor - food ‘poor - mo. canteen, Good
bathing - bought some bananas from Thais living on the river.

VWednesday. 19 Hay. A terrific dowmpour of rain just as we
were about to leave camp, made us amd our belongings soaking wet.,
Our new camp was the worst we had been in. There was absolutely no
cover, no sanitary arrangements, end bathing and feeding was 2 mile

-away. The march had been very hilly and had severely tested the men.

It rained nearly all the wey, and we had to,wade through mud and
water, Although dog-tired, the spirit of the men did not flag and
songs like "Tipperary" and'Pack up Your Troubles" were sung. The
Japanese sentry had missed the hot water halt and to make matters -
worse he marched the column past our next camp for a distance of

2+ kilos.

- Thursday. 20 May. " ' Marched to Neiki, the base HQ camp where

Col. Harrie and Mejor Wilde were present. We were all warned to take

‘full precautions against cholera as there had slready been a few

deaths from this, at this camp. Col. Harris gave us encouraging news
of our next and final camp; said that arrangements for & canteen were
well in hend; -that quarters were comfortable and that generally ~
epeaking, we should soon forget the trials of the nnﬂ'.h. Food here
was good, cnntaining meat and veg.

. ¢ Dl
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Saturday. 15 May. Womping to Bronkell ( the concentration .

Camp). Thie camp was g0 bmk named owing to, the treatment meted out
by the Japanese NCO in charge, to Officere and Men alike. It
ghould br noted that ell camps we had been in, the senior Japanese

" goldier had been et the mwost the equivalent of a Sergeant. These

Japarmese NCOs ‘were in many cases reasonably helpful and competent.
It was, however, impossible to alter any programme laid down by
nigher authority, or to get any real assistance over medical

arrangements etc. These 1iCOs had their instructions and no argumpent,
however reasonable, would make them revise their orders. This NCO,

it was rumoured, had be=n in the Japanese Imperial Guard. He
certainly ran an efficient camp, but this was brought about striking
the men with sticks. ¥We were on endless fatipgyes, digging latrines,
refuse pits, drawing water etc. There was in fact little or no rest,’
mentel or otherwise, for anybody. The IJA were pereistent in their
attempts to buy watches, fountain pens and cigarette lighters, but _ |
offered very small sums for them. If ene refused to sell they . %
became annoyed and in some cases, violent. Lt. Hn:[‘fntt waS bua.ten h
up for refusing to sell his ail'rer sCTeww pannil

Hunda;sr. 17 May. No.12 train 'marched in sbout 0800 hrs
and received the same treatment as we had done. 1800 hrs we marched
out, gled to & man to leave this place, An uncomfortable march
owing th rain and undulating country. Camp clnsu tu river = bathing
gm:rd - accomﬂna.tinn as usual

Tuesfay. 18 May. " 1B0O hrsm marched out - ﬁinad for most
of the march. Hew camp pretty poor - food ‘poor - mo. canteen. Good
bathing - bought some bananas from Thais living on the river.

Fednesday. 19 May. A terrific downpour of rain just as we
were about to leave camp, made us amd our belongings soaking wet. .
Our new camp was the woret we had been in. There was absolutely no
cover, no sanitary arrangements, end bathing end feeding was 4 mile

-away, The march had been very hilly and had severely tested the men.

It rained nearly all the wey, and we had to,wade through mud and
water, Although dog-tired, the spirit of the men did not flag and
songe like "Tipperary" and'Pack up Your Troubles" were sung. The
Japanese sentry had missed the hot water halt and to make matters -
worse he marched the column past our next camp for a distance of

23 kilos.

-

- Thursday. 20 May. '~ Marched to Haik:!., the base HQ camp > where

Col. Harris and Mejor Wilde were present. We were all warned to take

‘full precautions against cholera as there had already been a few

deaths from this, at this camp. Col. Harris gave us encouraging news

of our next and final camp; said that arrangements for & canteen were

well in hand; -that quarters were comfortable and that generally -~

ﬂpuﬂkiug, we should soon forget the trials of the marc.h Food here
g'-::ruﬁ, containing meat and 'ﬂng-
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‘Eventuull:l,r tents were put over a half completed hut, fires 1lit r
inside and food sent over for the new inmates.

- Meanwhile, the 07C7 Camp, (Lt.Col. Pope.) had been
trying to persuade the IJA to permit us to move the sick men
and hc:spi‘t.u.l patients the following morning. Three separate appeals
were made and on each occasion thee were refused. Om the last
occasion Col. Pope wag informed thatiXME IXXX in the IJA, orders
vere never questioned and were carried out regardless of any other
consideration. It was clearly stated to the NCO 1/c Camp that to
carry out this order meant moving men who were dangerously ill,
but thie made no difference. By 0200 hrs ell but 27 walking wounded
and 4 stretcher caces were moved acrose. The remainder, and the
pmove of the diarrlioea cases were completed between 0700 hrs and
2000 hre. Accommocetion for the isolation camp was beyond
description. The ground was & quagmire, the roof of the hut leaked
becly and the men had nothing to lie or sit on other than their
own kit, which in many cases dic not even include & blanket or
groundsheet, It waeg altogether the most inhuman thing I have ever’
witnecssed, and attribute the death of Pte. JC. Walker very
largely to thies move.

Not content with this move, the IJA ordered a
further move of isoletion cases into tente as they would not
gllow the Burmans to put as attap roof on the but whilst it was
occupied. Tents were pitched by the patients, the area limed and
disinfected, and the hospitel patients moved agein. The following
day, Bth June the IJA ordered +the tents to be struck and moved
to & nev ares becamuse they thought the present place too near
the Burmese hute. Thies was done.

The food up to nmow, 1% June, had been fairly mmn’bla
rice, butter beans, towgay, dried :mk meat and oiled fish were
included. The days menu was umually , breakfast, rice; Mid-day,”
rice and fish with a veg stew; evming meal, rice and meat stew.

-About thie time we became somewhat epprehensive of ‘the food -

gituation to,come., It was learned that the railway on the Burma
gside was completed for only 90 kilos from Woulmien and that in
wet weather even thie stretch wes continuslly breaking down owing
to embaniments slipping. From reil-head to road-head was about
110 kilos and from road- head to our camp sbout 20 kilos. Along

. the road portion there were already breaks including one big

bridge, and the monsoon had not yet started. On the Siam side the
gituation wae even worse, the railwey went as far as Tarso (120
kilos from our camp). This road, as we knew, was very poor and we .
knew that bridges were alsp down and that MT. was unable to get
through. ¥e hed no reserve rations and bn this date there were
approx £0 bage of rice, some fish and onions and two bullocks in
reserve, Medical supplies were in a very low state; in fact dan-
geroud}y low, Little has been said of the cholera epidemie -
figures as shown in thg chart speak for themselves;-
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CHOLERA CHART.

Date. Admit. Deaths. Date.  Admb. Deaths.

2lst M. B - 16 Jne. ] 2

22 . 8 1 b G 15 11

Ha 1 1 12 I 8

cd - - 15 4 o

v 6 i .14 e T

26 17 7 15 ' 2 7

27 21 6 16 - 4

s 19 6 17 - £

29 e 4 18 - -

S0 e 25 19 - e

31 18 16 el - 1

1st J. 17 11 21 - e

2 . ' 18 10 ee - 1 =

o 16 10 25 - o

4 15 15 24 - 2

5 11 iy g ¥

6 5 8 26 - H

7 11 11 :

8. - 9 -

g 1 B Period:- 57 Days.
———i Admittions:- 815,

Deaths:- - 219,

-*_——-h__—---_

: The treatment of POWs by IJA personnel
left much to be desired. Troops were beaten up with Bsticks,

' fists used in their faces and kicks on the shins etc on many

occasions. Protest was made to Lt.labey 1/C IJA Engineers — .
it had some effect but not much, There were cases where men
were knocked to the ground unconcious and then kicked whilst
on the ground. Sgt. Greeby aged 42 was one. About this time~
there wasc an increase in malaria - mostly relapses - also .
swellings of the legs thighs, private parts and face — all
symptoms of Beri-Beri due to under-nourishment on a rice diet.

Monday. 14 June, : Ration situation is uurim;a.

IJA gave orders that only two meals & day will be issued ex c-
ept for working parties and they will get three, It is :
finally arranged that, we have three meals but that they are -
cut by half. IJA order 100 men to go 26 Km to carry 40lbs of

_- jTice per man, but as we are unsble to Find this number of fit

men, it is postponed for 24 hours. News comes.in that the
situation is as bad, and in some cases worse, in other camps.

F
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Tuegday. 15 June, 40 men man-handle 4 bullock carts 26 Km
for rations. Brought back rice, butter beans and towgay. Very heavy going,
carts having to be virtually lifted 4t some points, :

Viennesday, 16 June, TJA receive their months canteen supplies
The system of issue is of interest. A list of commodities is

placed on one sheet of squared paper, &nd & list of mames.on

anotler., One sheet is then placed on the other and a soldier has to -
buy whatsoever item appears against his name, Wether he can pay

cash or not, he is handed the goods and is given a certain time in

which to produce the cash. As & resuli of this system some POVS W
gained some much needed food stuffs:- biscuits, tinned fish,
frying oil and cligarettes. ' Lo
Thursday, 17 Junse, pnother party went for ratioms - 14
‘bullocks aiso arrived. The ration situation further back:appears to
be worse than it is with us. e : LAY L

sunday. <0 June. : d Church Service by camp fire at 2100 hrs.
Very impressive and 100%¥ attendance of gfficers. Col. Banu arrived-
on & visit end discussed our difficulties with Col. Hingston. RAOC.
The cuestion of food was raised on the grounds thet fmmd better food
was essentigl to build up broken bodies. Col. Banu wag sympathetic,
but said that it was dependent on the road. There may be some truth
jnthis but the fact remains that lorries can and do get through.

The cuestion of beatings up by the IJA soldiers was also raised, -
and it was steted that this had been prohibited. :

Wonday, 21 June. *  Ool. Benu finished his visit. Major
Hanbury and Col. Hingstqn to Neiki to see Col. Harris (force [}nmﬂr}.

Tuesday.22 June, : party for rations. Ration lorry arrived
with 21 sacks rice ( 4} days supply). "Glass Rodcing" gnd Malarial
test. Another death from cerebal malarie. Death very suddem - in .
this case, siight fever, temp.8%. Mearly all cases of this type -
of malaria are reported to be fatel. One or two cases of small-poX=:
none fatal. - :

Wednesdey 25 June. Col. Harris and Col. Banu arrived and
steyed the might. Col. Benu apparently perturbed at the physical.
state of the men. It is considered by the "experts" that our ration
ies probably sufficient %o keep men in reasonable health, provided
that> they are not expected %o do heavy work. It is quite inadequate

" 4o build men up after en illness. One days ration consists of, 4%

sacks of rice — 3 sack beans or towgay - with § bullock and fish

. _for those working - this for 1;400 'men. It amounts to 1 pint mug -

full,of rice three times a day, 3 pint mug of stew twice - gﬂ ( con-
tains meat only once) and about every other dey a piece of ed
fish 4" long by 13" wide. - v - _
Thursdey. %4 June. & lorry loads of rice arrived. Capt
Burnett, RASC died of exhaustion following dalaria and dyeentery =
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Fridey. 25.June. 400 men ordered out at <100 hrs

to pull lorries out of ditches. Elephants had already failed, ..
and it was now dark. Col. Hingston protested and had the order
cancelled. IJA issue orders that workers receive 600 grams of
rice, sick 500 grams. -

%

Thursday. 1. July. 1%0 fit men only available for
work under the IJA. They demand 165. When we protested they -
say they will come and collect from "bed down" and hospital. ( 3
In order to prevent this the C.0. decides to meke up the number
from selected sick men, Among my party were two men ‘with fever,
four with ulcers on their legs, one with an ulcerated stomach
and several dysentery cases. The men left camp at 0800 hrs end
returned at £150 (124 hours). They had a break of one hour at
middey and 2 hour at 1700 hrs. They were employed at pawing tree
trunks, felling trees, carrying granite and heavy logs and :
leying them on the road. I managed to get one man back to camp -
and four pthers were rested as a result of complete emmumstion.
cix men had mo boots. This stage of affeirs seemed likely to
continue. Of 45 men working in my group, 15 were hit over the
head with hand and fiet, and one man had & crowbar thrust into
his stomach - result vomititing. .

There has been a gradual but marked

- change in the men since we have been here - they have lost what
gpirit they had; their reaction to orders etc is very slow

jndeed and they go about with a vacan§ look and lost expression

on their faces. In this connection one should note that they . .
get no holidlay unless they are in hospital; they heve breakfast [
in the dark and very often supper as well. They have no time ~
for washing bédy or clothing except at night. They -have no |

form of light at night and no yeading matter. They have little ‘N
or no money and can buy very little when they have ( very in-
ferior tobacco only). When they are working they are treated

little better than snimals and certainly it can be wondered at

that they are losing their individuslity and in many cases

their self respect. The officers have mo opportunity: to put -
these matters right as they never see their men except when

they are working or when tney are sick. e '~

Saturday.'5. July. An IJA M.0. and 1§. Abey - earyy' out
medical inspection of the camp, and as a result, order our M.0.
to discharge 50 men from hospital and put them om the rpad.
They say we must be more harsh on the menj As & result 50 - °
men are discharged cheifly from the diarrhoea centes, and-some
ulcer cases, and Col. Hingeton addressed all oficers and men .
and explained the position, in order that all should understand %
why sick men had to go out on working parties. He also called A .
on all officers and men to pull their weight to the full. One
result was that the officers who did mot go out on theg road
did most of the ration carrying, ie, to the hospitals 1 mile
amay. A 6 gallon cast iron container full of rice is mo - * -
mean loadl.
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Mongay 5 « ©Seven Officers and one 5,0.R., found to have escaped,
Lieut.Col.Wilkinson R.E,, Captein Anker RASC, Captain Feathers,RASC,
Lieut,.Jones,.Malaya Regt., Lieut.Huffa.t.}. and Lieut.Bradley,RE,, :
Lisut.kachado and Pte F,T,Brown,Vols, All left without permission- »
speaking generaily it was thought that ‘they had "dorie the dirty"
especially after Colonel Hingston's talk on 5rd July. Colonel Banmu, -
arrived and confined all officers to thelr quarters without food

until further orders. Colonel Hingston was held personally responsible,

~ and after a conference of I.J.A. Officers, was sentenced to be shot,

(n appeal this was withdrawn, but pe was warned that 'if there were any
further escapes he would be shot. lio Supper. :

Tuesday 6 .]'uly_ ALl nfﬁcars §its segrcned end all money mnfisuntnﬂ
No meals,

Wednesday 7 July. Meals permitted again, Even 24 hours without food
when one is on such a meagre diet is a strain and left one feeling
weak, 260 mem for I.J,A, Paragte ., This entailed taking men from the
various wards in the hospital. The I.J.A. seem incapable of realizing
that tiiis will eventually reduce the number nf men available for work
as the sick have no chance 6f recovering.

Thursday 6 July. Men in Hospital and men in fit quarters changed over
accommodgtion. This continual changing over seems to be a mania with
with the I.J.A. It is most unsettling to all concerned.

Fridey 8 July. New Guard arrived with Lieut.Bun in charge. supposed
to have been sent to 'hot' things up as a result of the escapes. The
I.J.A, appear to think we are the centre an 'escape club' - all officers

" asked what they kmow about plans, and will not believe us when' thqy

find we know nothing of any proposed a.t.t-unpts or plans.

1 v 10 J . All Ranks warned that :-
a) Any man seen attempting to escape will be shot.

(b} If any man succeeds in escaping, the whole camp will be shot.

Sunday 11 July. 'I.J.A. go round hospital. (me patient does not answer
bhis name and as a result is beaten up. He dies in the middle of the
punishment, M.0, told that the patients were being treated %too kindly
and that more men must be found for the roads

12 = 19 July, An uneventful week - mo iporovement in our conditions.
A few men seeged to be on the mend but the sliing are getting steadily ™
weaker, Men kept out working very late - in one case 21 men for 22
hours. : :
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£l =27 July, Men start work at 6750 hours. It is completely at
these times. Jiews received that the escapé party of 5th Jily
caught in a village near Moulmein and that they are Being bBrought
back to camp. v \ ' ' : '
Total deaths now 510 - many due to Dysentery and
Beri-Deri but chiefly due to maltutrition and the results of being
forced out to work when unfit, '
, I.J.A, insist on «U0 men for work but we can produce (
only approx. 180. The remainder of men to make up the party are
marked unfit or bed-down by the il,0, owing to fever, ulcers,’
debility etec. 7Thesé are set on one side but the I.J.A. still
insist in taking them. The advance party for the Purma Hospital
move off at 1430 hours consisting of one ¥%.0. and 14 0O.ks.

The diary ends here and the foliowing taken Y

from another diary.

26=51 August, The seriously i1l started to move to ;ospital in -
~urma, on the Z7th, followed by more on the £6th and 28th. It

is obvious that a lot will not reach Burma alive. The number of
deatns in the camp decreased, no doubt to the move of the sick. .
The weather is improving and it appears that the Monsoon on the
wane, Food is still very poor but should improve with smaller
nunbers. It is rumoured that convalescent personnel will be sent
to & rest camp in Burma.

1l - 7 September. The move of patients. to Burma still continues.
Details given of convalescents who also’ commence to move, 'LApprox,
600 to go with Lieut.Col.Hingston in charge. These moves sean

to be the commencement of the breaking up of the camp and of  -* *
many partnerships between friends of other days and of those made
in the camp under its very trying circumstances. - This period --
covered the anniversary of the outbreak of war and was a great

day in the camp, there having been no deaths for the 24 hours,"

this being the first clear period since 25 May. The weather is

still improving which makes things much better for the parties w
working outside the camp. 'Had a very unexpected issue of 50
cigarettes each, one tine of milk to five men and one 33 1b tin =
of kargarine ‘to ten men. ' :

8 - 14 September, 1,000 Dutch troops arrived on the 11th and all
looked fit and well. =ad an issue of two, spoonfuls of sugar for
4 days and a further 50 cigarettes. The railway track is go

on apace and is alive with coolies,- It is reported that the :
line is due here in § days. The I.J.A. are treating the troops
much better and nearly all troops are working on the roed. 5
elephants arrived with canteen stores. The I.J.A. 0.C.Camp has
allowed our administration to place an brder for $5,000 worth .
of canteen goods. '

“ON
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15 — 21 Beptember. Now have plenty of Canteen _tores - Gula, 0il,

Tobacco and Peanuts, with more supplies, including eggs, being broght
in by elephants. Very bad weather with line and road-river bridge
wasied away with railway bridge in danger owing to wreckage of
read-bridge against it. The track.through the camp completed and

the first engine through at 5 pm 20th.. Bad news- learn of death

of 165 patients on move to Burma. .

£2 - B0 Septegber. Faining every day but proceeding on rail and road,

L sad event occurred. Padre Foster-haig who gave.a concert on the 21st,
died at 5 a.m. on the 2ird from Cardiac Beri-Beri. He was the.famous
tenor, John Foster of wireless and Albert Hall fame. The I.J.A. 0.C.
Camp returned from Burma and brought chickens and ducks as a present
to the camp - very acceptable. A large party of Australians arrived.
i.eather commenced improving on £6th. & more elephants.loaded with -
biscuits, Gula and Sugar, came in.. Weather improves so much that the
water supply looks like drying up. FRumours that we will move back to
Singapore shortly. First major operation in camp purfnmad h}* Capt.
Karl,A.,I.F, — an amimtatiun case,

1 - 7 October. The month opened with very bad news. Death makm
roll to date at Burma Convalescent Hospital is 568 - principally from
Ulcers, Dysentery, Beri-Seri and Malaria. Death x#m rate dropped .
considerably here - approx one every two days. Rumemr says work omn
road finishes in 10 days then back to Singapore. Large crowds of *
coolies from off railway return tc Burma. Water supjly running out
and now needs rain. A large treec near British-Australian .cemetery

was cut down to within 15' of the ground and the stump carvad 80 &8

" to leave a landmark inﬂiuting poeition of cemetery.

8 — 14 Qctcber. Water supply extremely low. Have to carry water
from creek to cockhouses, IJA surveying to replece road-river bridge -
wached away during the rains. Party from io.5. Camp came down to collect
canteen supplies,state things very serious there. ;

15 — 21 October. More poad traffic now that the road has dried up -
traffic use railway bridge to cross .river. Troops bulld emall -eiding
from main line to quarties, and are having & much easier time with the
IJA. Lt. Col. Hingston came back from Burma Hospital - .stated conditions
there very bad. First steam engine went through taking many IJA to
"Burma. Party to lio.35. Camp with camteen supplies - stated on return
that camp as a whole is filthy ‘and conditions awful - during one period
of 24 hours there, suffered 17 deaths.

22 = Bl October. More canteen goods arrive - we are now lrel_'l. uuppllnd.

A further consignment taken to No.5. namp. More deaths there and a few

here. Weather gtill holds with no rain. New bridge commenced and going
on very well., Thousands of coolies pass through on their way.to Burma.
Troops had a day of rest on the 16th and some bullocks were killed for
fresh meat. . _ v g e
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1 - 7 November. The IJA informed us that wev leave for Singapore ~
in 15 days time. Weather very hot and water very low. A dam was

built—in the creek to collect and hold water. Plenty of might
traffic on the railway with IJA moving up to Burma. Road bridge
nearing completion. 100 Australians troops in from Nieke p:rinr "

to moving down to Singapore. Wev get ready for move.

8 = 14 November. The IJA say we move in 5-8 days time. Hﬂl"! { L

bullocks killed — now living quite well. Reports: of more deaths
in Burma hospital, New road-river bridge completed and in use.
Armistice Day was celebrated st 1100 hours by a service with AIF
padre. kMedical examination preparatory to move. All getting
excited at going Wback.

17 hovember. At long last we left for down-country by train,
but with greatly depleted ramis. Extremely slow and very tiring
Journey with long halts and little food, with trucks even more
crowded than on the up journey with as many as 40 to a truck.

The fiirst sign of civilisation - reached Tarso Camp on 20 November.

‘where we remained 12 bhours before moving off to the next camp.

22 Nov - 17 December. Arrived at Kanburi and marched one mile to * - '
transit camp. Accommodation assorted - tents, large attap buts

and improvised shelters in trees. Worst sick cases moved to

Kanburi Hospital about 5 miles away. Water supply very bad - ;
troops dug two wells. hations good with meat, eggs and plenty of (|
green veg. Parties were allowed out on swimring parades daily. '
where it was possible to buy bananas, cakes, fish etc from the

Thais, ' Life now much more tolerable. Pnrtias continually arrive

in the camp, the first party for Singapore moving off on the 2nd Dec.’
The IJA lssued supplies of clothing and boots, which are very badly
needed, a blanket to those in need of one and also medicel supplies. .
Party move off to Singapore on 16th Decembér. : -

18 December, Marched ‘l:-t: atetion and entrained. Trucks as usual

very crowded - food quite reasonable. Good jnumu? to Non-Praduk

- where received meal and rested.

19 December. = Changed trains and moved off at 1500 hrs. ble to ;
buy cakes and bananas at station halts. (g

20 December. Still in Thaillnﬂ Eauntr:.r much flntt--r with mlr
a few mountains,

i ol
21 necmber. Crossed Melayan border in sarly muming. Food not to0 . ( !
good - only two meals & day but still able to buy little stationms.
Reached Jpoh at 1200 hrs - avery't.ning very quite - children came '
begging for rice.

22 December. Weather getting warmer. As we go .south everything
becomes much dearer. Reached Kuala Lumpur abdut 1200 hrs, St-UPPGd

two hours and had wash and meal.
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25 December. Arrived Singapore at 1800 hours, and taken by lorry
to Sime Road Camp. Good accommodation and facilities. Grand to
have electric lighting again.

The total personnel in Sonkrai Camp at the comnencement was
: 1,602. Of this number 505 left for hospitals in Burda, and

only 122 marched out at the end for Sipngapore, There was 't-l:lua
1,175 deaths in this’camp.

-
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CAMP BULLETIN ITEMS,

The following are extracts from the Qamp Bulletin ( except where
otherwise stated) issued under the directions of the Cemp Rlprmt--
ative Dfﬂl:ar-. .

They are chiefly records of nnu'rarutimn between the Camp nu-mdur f
‘I : Lieut, TAKAHASHI, I,J.A. and the Camp Hep Officer, Lieut,  Col NEWEY.
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DS. Inorder that Ps,.0,W. might be able to,answer the mail
they have received recently, s request was made for sn issue of
P.0.W. Cards. The Camp Commdt' said that none were aveilable but he
had hopes of a further supply shortly, :
NEFWE. . The question of news was discussed. It is understood
that Gen. Saito proposes to produce a daily news bulletin for the.
informagion of the whole camp in future. -

BULLETIN, No.2. '5/8/44,

News, Ref. Bulletin lio.1. It is understood that the news
bulletin to be released by the I.J.A. is still under consideration.
FILMS, The Rep. Officer requested that films might be given

in the camp. The Camp Commdt' théught it was impractable at the
present moment but agreed to discuss it later after the completion
of the Theatre.

GARDENS, The I.J.A. continue to emphasize the shortage of food
and that the camp must make every endeavour to develop the gardems,

1.J.A, RATION ISSUES - PERIOD 1., — %1 JULY. 1944.

The follewing is the average daily issues over the
period above;- _ :
Fresh Fish, | *ss+  see 10 grammes per head per day,
Mﬂ' PI'EEHT'F’Bi, Bsalt figh, san sns @4 --.innm------., 5
vﬂgﬂtﬁ.bl"ﬂ. Root. ssss “en ees 519 sessealDussans

“ L‘Hf L ] LE N ] LN 62 *I“#Im.l..'_-
mt‘ E@ae " L LA ?* lillllmilllli
Dried Seaweed, sen see O eessssl0snonns .

HOTEz~ '
In comnection with the issup of fruit, which is cheifly bananas
thnlkinuufth-aamnntnnhduthulunmtupmdputinth
evening meal of stew., and occasionally in the mid-day meal of dried
I"iﬂ'l h.rlhb : I

Ll

ETIN N 44,

e

AIR RAIDS, The Camp Commdt' said that Air Raids moght be expected
at any timey now, ] |

% A quantity of material for the manufacture of soap has
received

and a construction of a soap factory has been 'started,

Lt. Tnhhuhiuidthuthuduirdtuu:pnlhn
the minds of the Ps.0.W. that the Japanese Governmemt was preventing
Red Cross Supplies from reaching them. He added that it was up to our
countries to send the goods.

The Camp Commdt! said that we were permitted to receive
Red Croes Funds, but in our case it was stopped as we were being paid
by the I.J.A. As regards the civilian internees, it was understood
that they were still in receipt of Red Cross Funds., \

The Hep Officer was informed that the Red Crods supplies
received to date had been distributed to all PS.0.%. and Civilian ;
Internees. :
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EEEI‘ CAFDS. Inorder that Ps.0,W. might be able to,answer the mail
they have received recently, a request was made for an issue of
P.0O.W, Cards. The Camp Commdt' said that none were available but he
had hopes of a further supply shortly. :
)EE. , The question of news was discussed, It is understood

t Gen, Saito proposes to produce a dally news bulletin for the,.
informagion of the whole camp in future, :

BULLETIN, No.2. '3/8/44,

News. Ref. Bulletin lio.1. It is understood that the news
bulletin to be released by the I.J.A. is still under consideration.
FILMS. The Rep. Officer requested that films might be Eiven

in the camp, The Camp Commdt! theught it was impractable at the
present moment but agreed to discuss it later after the completion
of the Theatre.
G S The I.J.A. continue to emphasize the shortage of food
and that the camp must make every emdeavour to develop the gardens.
T DH BEII - PERI. 1. o 51 - M- ¢ 7
The follewing is the average daily issues over the
period above;- :
Fresh Figh, | “es ses »s+ 10 grammes per head per day,
I}I‘iﬂ, pruumﬂ, salt fish, sen ses @4 sesseslDOssnnse )
vﬂz.hbl.‘.,. Root., TET T sesD1D svsseslDescnns
" L“f LA E N ] LR N LR N EE II"II-Ih-I-I-I'II
Fl"blit LN N anw - ?" iillilmlillfi
md Mdi L W] L E -liill‘lmﬁ-lllll.- "

NOTE:- j
In connection with the issue of fruit, which is cheifly bananas
thnnkimuft-hmmnntmhduthu-mmtupmdputinth

evening meal of stew. and occasionally in the mid-day meal of dried
rice hash, b p

I

BULLETIN, No.S. 10/8/44.

. Th-ﬂupﬂmdtlnidthltuerdlm;htp- expected
at any t now, : :

S

'%. 1mﬁﬁrn£utniﬂrurth-mufmlnfmm
received

and a occnstruction of a socap factory has been ‘started.

Lt. Takahashi said that he desired to expel from
the minds of the Ps.0,W, that the Japanese Government was preventing
Red Croes Supplies from reaching them, He added that it was up to our
countries to send the goods.

The Camp Commdt' said that we were permitted to receive
Red Cross Funds, but in our case it was stopped as we were being paid
by the I.J.A. As regards the civilian internees, it was understood
that they were still in recelpt of Red Cross Funds. 1

The Rep Officer was informed that the Red Crods supplies
received to date had been distributed to all PS.0.W. and Civilian .
Internees. '
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INSTRUCTIONS TO PRISONERS OF WAR*
oY -
COLONEL SUIJINO

— O R e G e e e mmm mmm s e
_ e = e e~ = mm o=

I have the pleasure to lead you on the last

‘stretch of Railway Construction, war doom. In examination of -
various reports as well as to the result of my partial inspection
of the present conditions I am pleased to find that you in general
keeping discipline and working diligently. At the saye time I
regret to find seriousness in health matters. It ie evident thet
there are various causes inevitable for this and but to my opinion
meaningly to the fact of absence, of firm belief in Japanese, .
Health follows will and leave only when the enemy is annilated. Those
who fail to reach objective in charge by lack of health or spirit is
considered in the Japanese Army most shameful deed. ; :

Devotion to death is good yet we still have the spirit.
‘Levotion to the Imperial Cause even to the 7th life in reincarnation
the spirit which cannot become void by death. Yet you are in act of
charge in collegue with the IJA you are expected to charge to the last xk
stage of this work in good spirit by taking care of your own health. :

Besides you are to remember that your welfare is
guaranteed only by obedience to the order of the IJA. IJA will not
be unfair to those who are honest and obey them but protect such,

. ) You are to understand this fundemental Japanese

spirit and carry out the tasks given you with perfect ease of mind
and under protection of IJA, ‘

: { ' : y .-
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TERRIBLE RIOT IN SINGAPORE, SECRET EVACUATED OF
BRITISH  TROOPS.

A TERRIBLE RIOT HAS BROEEN OUT IN SINGAPORE.

British and Australian Soldiers are being secretly uﬂm‘taﬂ
from Singapore 11

Malayan and Indian Soldiers | Pack up your trnu‘blaa in your
old kit bag and co-operate with the Nippon Army.

=0 = e ) = e ) ) D) ) ) e D ) D) =

BRITISH AND  AUSTRALIAN  SOLDIFRS 1

Return to your homes at once by look or by crook.

you may never get another chance to see your beloved ones in
England and Australia.

-ﬂ—D—ﬂ--ﬂ-ﬂ-ﬂ—ﬂ-—ﬂ-ﬁ—u—ﬂ—D—H—ﬁ—D—ﬂ—ﬂ—D— ¥
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] = AN I.J.A. OFFICIAL LETTER.

A CAUTEON TO ALL P,O.W, FROM JAVA.

%

Tﬂ':'- Prﬂ'-“-

This Changi P.0.W. Camp wherein you are, is not

the camp which was fixed regularly for you.

} You have to find you are getting the issue of
guppliaa to,stay here for the time being only.

Our Govenmor of the Camp, Major-General S. FUKUYE
takes care to let you have nice treatments to be made here,

I acmit that you have been practising nice salutes, .
good discipline and others in obeying our orders while you had
settled in camps of Java, however, I amy obliged to hear you are
not liable to observe recently here good salutes and moral for
the I.J.A. Officers and representatives in relstion and so I am

. regretful of it on my duty I/C of you all.

I tell you that it be impolite to glve you bad
impression like so above mentioned on our Govenor of Camp, Major
General., S. FUKUYE and other officers; who have devoted themselves

to keep duties so much I/C of yu with deep thoughts for your own
} well being.

I have tn advise you that you should be holding more
goldier like, much better manners than the manners you kupt for the
I.J.A. nuthuritiﬁa during your staying in Java.

\

.

(sed) 3333333217722 Lieutentant. .
Liasén Officer, Java F.0,W, Camp. - "
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EXTRACT FROM THE " SYONAN TIMES" DATED
APRIL 16th, 2602, ( 1942 )

When history comes to be written, the story of the
last days of Singapore make tragic reading. Those seven memorable
days when Nippon Forces stormed the fortress were a veritable night-
mare for its inhabitants, both civic and military. The defending .
troops were none too hopeful, though anxiously wait for those promised
air reinforcements which never came because they never existed
outside the imaginatiom of Churchill and Ropsevelt. The moral of the
civilian population rapidly began to deteriorate as their employers
one by one began mysteriously to disappear. The wharves were besieged
by frantic women and children, and sghip after ship left quayside kx
stealthily by neght. These the Tippon airforce did not interfere with
though they could easily have done so.

The skies were black with the heavy sumoke of numerous
fires. One essential service after another had ceased to fum:tinnn
Gas, electricity, and finally water supplies were interrupted., - -
Public transport had already come to a standstill and the streets were
deserted except for military trucks and troops who crowded into the .
city area to shelter among the homes of civilians, convents, churches
and hospitals, With no air support the defending troops soon became
dejected., Many threw away their arms into ditches and some even began
to discard uniforms. _

Meanwhile twwk the big guns boomed, shells shrieked in
all directions and the lippon Airforce systematicelly pounded away
at troop concentrations. On Thursday, Feb, 12th, Singapore already
looked doomed. A view from the top of the Cathgy Buildings gave the
impression that the whole Island was & raging inferno. There were a
dozen big fires blazing all round, the dockyard area having received
the worst hammering of all., And then Friday the 1%th... perhaps
the worst day of all, the assault was at its height, and then..... .

Like a dying monster giving up the ghost, Singapore‘s
big guns belched forth incessantly for the last time, the din of = .
battle was terrific, the Nippon undoubtedly faced & ﬂir:lr.'ma barrage,
but they came on and on. Franticelly defenders locked for the promieed
eir reinforcements which were going to blecken the gkies, The Nippon
were masters of the situation, the allied airforce having been
reduced to an Air Farce. Saturday and Sundsy came and went, while
the process of silencing Singepore's big guns was carried on Ii't-h
relentlese thoroughness. ~

On Sunday evening the city heard the "All Clearn s they
did not understand. Some laughed at its a.ppwmt absurdity. There n.n .
dead gilence that night. The stillness was that of a graveyard.

Raffles Singapore had breathed its last. Then early Monday morning
people everywhere peered out of doors looking askance. What had
happened ? Why was everything so guiet ?.
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Eng~oluetion.

The renresentative of the 177 kTlitery ['elice
reulrel a rrnm: répery 1o be mﬁn on the rogent
ocniitluns of :}ﬂ:luﬂnura of war, ip Thail=nd ywith
e ostions ﬂr tho Liprovewent of ﬁﬂnduan:- for
pricopors of war [crnorually.

segoplingly, tols report 1o tede in tio partsie

:li‘l e F;ﬂ‘a"u l-n-ﬂ 'I!-l L .-.I-a'ul'lb-I il

:ary 1 io noitae 0 B:Slnint nor a protest,
tus a ebtate.ent of foota, of which gan bz sub-
Guanllstal by officers who ware proscnts

fhoe ouzreations in Fart 2 ore wade An the cin=
core hope shnt the conditionus @f the porlsoner of war
will dprove in Lhe future, elnoo it I.b ocur i '
bellel that qur roccat exporienees huve not becn
in wcoconiafnoe with tiao policy or ‘intentions of the
Irporiel Jepanosd Uovernsent in Yokyo, or of the
Jopanese 2ed Gross, who camiot beve becn awcre of
tho astuwil slate of aflfeiru 1 Thallnnds

1. ©aprly in Ap~il T94E, omirc #ere Aasuct to Dro-
pare 7000 MU, for o wove by train. Tho onder stated
thiat i=
(r) The rchoon £o- the move wno that the ool situde
tion 4n Sinrpore wmo AifTicult nnd ould be Tar bakter
in shc aes ME-
b; This wns KOT? e work party.
c) AG these were net Pit ten tn chanc-i, Sof
of the party were to bo un®it wen; unfit to oagoh op
WOrile The anfit men yould have § bette® urm
recovery with pood food an: in a plessnant hilly
vith 9od faollitice for recrantion.
\a) Chere would be IO marohing exocpt for short dis-
&tmmmmnmw-b;fmm. and t.rnnnphﬂimd
be provided o b aze . nnd rmn unfs to'mpoh. -
o) apdis wero t0 bo Lokon.
£, A1l woaols and eocoking goar opd an encine and géar
for eleoiric 11cht were t0 Do takcn,
(g} Croemsphosnee, blonkets, clothing and unlqtu.h hau
soull be issued st tho now e=p.
(h) ¢ good cnntecs would e svallebleo Wi eongh BSap -
efter tiroo veoks. Ucon supilico for the first Shree
:mkumuﬂn l.ui.bc bou-ht with prisocacrs money baffors
nv Cluagr
(1, “ho pasty would inclwic o .odieal party’ of w
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350 with euip .t for R ecntrsl lcopital for LOC
patients and iefiend susrllie: for threo Sontis.

<o A goon tralideal of 800 arrived et Bapong e
they vers inomand, 0 tliclie putonishient, thot g
warch of eeversl doys was to be ewrrlod outl by ell

won facluadn: the 30 unfit. £11 Eit shnt officers
Gal en coudd oY eulpy wuc to bo dupod st Bauponyie
This esowmileld to chout 10 ralluy trucie of ctores

ens bl BECe

Ze v ..r: wegly in frot, wei oac of 300 kilouctres
in 15 ctncco enn Anstod for toe and o holfl vooks.
waprehin Llu Bi Lt 1‘1{”1:, a roush :iul.,,-hl:' NPTV ‘I'.'L.'mt
I*m' the firct tm BteIes) Bal oo all tosciice Lad boon
telie fro: gll IS ot Domoans exilrcd by « 0 officars
and i0s was i icult or 1 ogoible.

lie sflen the £iret Gare, tie LTIt Ben Dedrae inm
ere: niﬂ. 1y 111 ond were o heovy hondlienn 19 tiuc clagh
1ol y Al n0 were ot Ciret foliriy *‘it. A% A '-l.'*iﬁ:r panicly
bocane 4111 ond exhnyated an ‘I'.Iu., hid to help rmnd even
enpry the inersasin:g puaber ©f nen wao welte wribie
1o vrill wanide .
B Gonditions et the etanin: et Were:l-
(n] AL no etare war overhead cover pmmdﬁ. oxoept
fora for tento (for 400 wen) ot ane o The
veailior wo2 voplinble nn? theo rinr season stagtoed
vhen the careh wop in progrens.
(b, ooi supplies vem¢ senbrally very ppor end in
many ceamps cshuinted of rion only,
!,'llr”L veior wot shopt b auy ouwpu, sod et fanbuei
Cdrinking wotew had to- be boulit by Vo prisonces
et a privetol ovned wall, mlmnl llaprie pmtual.ﬂ..
but the untter woa pot put richt, .
(4, lio proper arsanreents existed foyr petalning
Glok Bt ti.czo ca and the wen who vere absoln
warit to u.rnh {cwing to disguscs mnd wealness)
were beoton ond driven frow By W en u:ﬂ-n
dngiudin: wedionli Ufficers, vho bosed
for sick nen £0 Lo left behind, were mml'rnﬂ
beaten ot meny oropde L Ghe parkdcudar eude, 8
Japanesc edicia vfTieer (i.dnuteannt) ondered the
47, Gorpsoral in chapje of fameo plazin: €3, &0
deve 35 c£n bahind ns thes were 300 111 w0 be
wveds The LCorporci pralfiocd 0 obey $lds order,
aithouh 1t wuu peposted dn eriting, and s Mrisdish
Oficer (injor) interpretar, and en Austmilia:
Docter (iajor) were sevarcly bodten vhen they pro=
tenteds & Done i the dactor's hand wat brokens
CL theoss plel mon who vere odweilod to wareh,

- e
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nearl’ all have cinoe died, inecluding an Austra=-
lian Chaplein vho died nt the next e, (The
Jopnnese 'edicsl Off!cer had particulsrly said
thnt the Chaplain -ehoulld not varch ac he wma
clderly inn with @ woak hoari, and wns alrendy

ey the eud of his ~tron the.

(e, Tie wven dipeheld 611 nicht oo 1 mile, fron
7 e 27 netls Thoey hod $9 Eerfnm Carg :
datics, pet thelr .eals and wash durin; the day,
ec ticy hod vepry litiic route

6[ .IE.;:IC'.':li
{n). Lich medlend storos g had boon hurriedly
ccellecicd ot Baupons ond earriod by hand by the
carandn, pasty wero paplildly exhuusted and the
Laica contilucd with Do tupdicincy BT Olie
{b} Dysensery andi dir—~rhocs broxe out in all paps
tles ong exisustion was genorals Ulccerateldl feot &
cecunsrel i lorge nkabors, doo to slch ten with
bilctered oot Lelin: forced $0 Lurch on day after.
ﬂ.w- :

re At lsasclta the sarchiing pertles vere quartered
in tac - Bnae eap es the Thel Labous Corps, wh: were
sufferine =0 chalera. “he infectilion wae pleked 'up
vy ench of the thirtgen rarehing portiec,

Le (n the £iftecsth of liey, cholerr broke oul mt
Shiuo=lileies Coloncl Larrie (Conender of the Plv)
iiv.edintely roported to Coloncl Hamo, tho\Lis Coiae

wenoer, and requsoted thet twyve ¢nt should ectae untfl

the cutbrenelr was undor control, and that the Fonkolta
oap should el all gosts not be usel for JTurther
perties. unlfortunately Colonsl Hanno wse unsble to
exmily with thie reouesi, £nd, ms & pPesult, choclera
wes eprend $© ell Tive e ms ocounled Ly the Faroce.

Fe Coly @ suell guantity of mediegal octores nt Daoe
pon was browsht up later by & lorry. (OUver throo- -
guairtore of 4t was still ot Bapons when the Foroe
roturned to Denduri dn Decomber,). Yhe A were unable
et this time to provide or produce ary wedionl .ﬂ-
shsiscever, exocpt cholera vacelng anc .

‘were alwaye supplied oo recuired. (Uolonol banno gRYe

us six tins of rilk of hiv o propertye

i0. By the end of Loy abcat 5000 FUu hed been diu-
tributed to severnl different eaups, These caPps -«
consistod of huts without any roofin;:, clthoush he - |
rolny season had now fully etarte:, and the raln 'web .
fuilics hdevily evory Gay und nishts “he caps were ot
fully roofod for voue weelkn, durin: which tlue uen had
no prover shelier, ecncoguently desths froq pneusania
were nmatroutls

- 5 =
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1l in snlte of tho above conditicns, thico genaral
einte of exnnwstion of the aon, the presence of the
¢,ide.ie choiera gt &ll eaipe, the practicalily universal
alerie, diurrhoes and Qrocitery, She laen werg put %
wiiri 0% anee by tho 1A EnGinearse ;

12, iaxicam puibers of wen were tnien tc work gagh

uaye This left insufficlient pudbere in eaupo for T o
caaltary dutics and for the mursin: of the siels, wailst /
Gisecoe of every kini inerenscd. 1IN 0OTN¢ BRiDE, led

Croas peruoanel were foreod 1o o cut te werk on the

rowds, but thic evns guickly etopued by Colonegl Bamnon, -

d3e In gceveral earipn, A soarcity of tools mde 1Mme
prove ent to panitstion difligult or 1xpooeible. The
toole vhich the prizoners hed brousht frea Chanel, and
vhich were port of the heavy barmige at Daspong, were
dilie It vas eloar to all priscner offiders that 1if the

I7A Srcineers continued tn toke all fit nnd convalicscent

uen to work evesy &ry, dhere would soon be no uen ot

ell £it td work, In fpct the Lnoineors wore Paplody
dostroyine their only svailscle source of 1sbowrs This
acpest wot expluined to ous own ICA H, ., who clenrly .
prrecé but were mmnble to prevent the Enclneces I Qolng ()
aunanentlr pe they liked, che tulk in front cf the b d
cajloeors, ani thio noed for speou, wes fully rcoalised by .

us, but the destrustion of their oculy available labounr.

ris Just es pad £roz their point of vier as frou owrs,

» 1ittle con..oh ecnsg on the part of the enzincers could,
ear)y in Jung, have saved the situstion {'or theussclves | '
and for us, Uafcriummtely for us, this shori=sirhtext

policy gontinued, and by the end of Juno, only abouat POC

of the 5000 waon nepth of LNileie wore &% woii Gally, and

of these at leoasti half were ual’ll and usgleses for Leavy wWors
GT the Pousiniory esoopl Tor neu GPOsb poredonuelt B

o emell nunber of adainistrative personncl (including
offieecrn), all wen were lying 111 1n the eswp heopitalsne

15, By thie tiue the rpoad frou the south wes lupassalle,
and to the morih wos &ifficuwit, and the seale of Mations

fell to below the level required %Yo keep men it in .
health, &nd far belcw the level rejquired to help eick mean '
baglz to honlthe It has been sald that we were on the L1
oune rations as the 122 soldlero, bul thic was not true, /
ns con be veary ensily proveds The rationtd of the uen

in hospital were fixed st fur too lov & seale, (250 te

300 grs of riec per dny with a amldl quantity ef bonns).

In our orinion {his wap n greai uictake, nnd we contima-

glly sald ec to the ITA. There cenned t0 be en idon

that the lsel: of pay and petions would drive the up: out

of the honpitals, bat this, of coursc, would only happen

if the vere net renll s 111, There wns, however, no
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deoeption aboul the ulueaﬂ of our uel, 03 nen were
Gying the large nuunbala. "

15. AB the health of tho men grow worae, the desands
of the Zagingers were ore and mwore Aifficult Lo wect,
ané thelr treataent of owr weok e whilst ot wvork, be-
gauc uere and wore trutals The rork was ofien boyond
ehit Pecscanbly oould be emected of £it oy, anag it 'was
cartalnly bercad the ctroncth of o wocl teme This
esnenialiy pelntec o tue eamriace of henwvy iopre, 1t
vos noticel tiat whers Thal o Pumistéd lobour was used,
t7o or tiree tinen the number of our fipn worg useld.

It becitic comron forr ouy nien 6 be literally driven
vith wire whips ant bawmboo stieks thoughout the whole
voprkins day, Hitily with the f£int end Fiekine aleo
oceurped fromuently throu-hout tho day. it vns O )=
phearised thint the becting wmo not for dicciriingyr
purposes, but wis Intenied to érive unTit mwen to efforts
boerrond their ciren-ihe

17. The hcars of worl wore 130 execadive:® 1i hours
Qa7 WOE & COMMER DQOUPILLOe -Gil WOIL woal oa, Goy
aThar dov, itthout ¢ bosgly, Tor ponths, . MR pMan hever

gaw thelr ey In &; "'i it far weess 0a ond, okl BOVer
hod 8 chanoe 10 wach the . Selves or their nJ.*..'.::-.;:.

10 In coap oot where the mxshepr of £it wp: Foll
belos the Lo ineers deanln, $he Sooinecrs ea o 1ot

tht paup the scives apd fopcald the prisonces out of the
hospital to Y orke -lixxesot an Acodotol ecatics, olflicars
¥ere net eade to work outside thie guups, but the ngin-
gers orscn whive thc thrent tuetl olfive's wouwll Lo tulkien
for work 1f vore wen wers Dot turned oGt L0 the hospital,

23 M Gonimal, yhere gonnition: were Dropibiy worde
than axyvhere gloe, the 14 Encainessinc vfyices, Ligut-
enant Abg, hiasself oawe inio o OSZigors ((Junirwcruc, andy
apZinr 10 sec the 8ix offlocrs who wor'e thu Wit ncﬂ.mir
111 (or whoi1 tares eubscyuently cled), Bald, “Undess
pore den are prodioed Yor worx tomorrow, 1 will send W

. £0ldicrs to tokc these officers ont o vors ™ +ngp !

pnrinsomdng Cf7lecr was conspieuows st pl¥ tles 42
failin: to atap the brutal treatuent of prisoners by 0
hio men, eveon 42 4t hoowmened in his presonee.  OF the

¢ . 4000 uien who weore originelliy sent to .:::._u-ami cau 1n

LUy, (200 ht;:‘ﬁ. plresd; dond and 200 more rre ctill In -
hocpitoi, of Thou unny ape Not arpnata:a t0 "CenvaN,

Lens netitinns am) apmecls were tnde te Liemtemnrnt Abe, ™
but he troate. thoo with erntemt, The roavit woadd | 1o
Liave Bocn worac 12 1t had not beon Tor the aprival of
Lietennt talebaveand (pf the inisy 10 rAninisteation)
1 cénlrenl Onix at the botinuins of ~umr s, vpot the -
ante of Lin erplivel, thin-e r_'.'r;::u.ﬂ"* msoveds

-5- i
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204 E July, worc than half the Faroee warle withous
baote and this enusoed a 1ro»re muabor of polooned foot,
an. Ptrenoh foet" froa the sontinial wers in the wot.
Einnttote vere not issue =2 promised (nt chani) so
ren vithont then, Methins iaoues were nNotlimmblos
Ianuer 0f kedtiasl etoress were totnlly insfequatoe.
“anlises ond dressing were seldedd incusd, nnl only in
ver, el qaentities. mapr the h mireds of tropiecal
Ulees ensof. A=enoin- pore immrovicsl fron banana leaves f
anc bewinter fron slesvoes nand lese cut cut of uenc'?
ghints a0 trousers. (ommemuently, many 1iobs had to
be nonitnted unnecensarily and many patiento died.

24, ™+ the end of vuly, the proad fron ooonT wab

c$2311 dmacsolbio. but nlthoush the river wst cpea o
tnaffic o gac iIn uee b, the LT aad e Tim i shop=
kearons, our | alioel and othes storss 8t Tompanr were
+4i3i not beou~ht ye end. in the onl, wese nover

prou~ht un. his was in spite ©f our repeeted protevts.

Cle 1t t-o Guring the forgoin: period thee mveral

e, £7 etines slone, 6o clines in prounm, (icosmeonred

intn the Junrie. pooe probably hed the ddos oF eceapinr,

g urleubied iy ondy 4o™ B0 as to die In frecua: rether -
than 3a captiviiy, cf uiseass, jrinesus end {il=trectoent. ;
che moa On the whole weno in detooire  Lile €holoo in £y
front of thoil pesna © bo aoath froe dicoase o Levor- PR !
anain- t5L11 rnd brused trent ent ot the hauis of the w
n-inccrse Their oflicers Weroe unable 10 arotael

in epiic oi ald thelir cPiortse Lng purdy ol uvitioero,

peeln . their uen Qyains o fli-ftocoten around thow, and

in drenolip of bolny obie t0 get acy redrous fron the LJAy
ettosoted 1o eecnne €0 on 1o iet the werié know what

was hoopeninn 1o she prisoners, 6I.. o ottuin help From

t.o Litormcbionai xe: Uronss XM DAPLY Fuliect ne wne
tmeritables Vive Peslonod mort vrivstion i the Jungie .
and the serwrinine Cour renndturcds

23. 1n *pmst, & BEospital wne estoblishod in Bumm
and sbout 2000 wen were sent thore. Linfortunntely the
rations were still deficlent of the NecoGhiFy vitanino
and 300 disd. « Nevertheless, tho Barm Hoecpital did
mreat good for thare was no pegulor uinger work and
therefore meny men hnd a on=noe O mot wall alowlye

ol Ppor: suruat ommmpds, things Leproved et nonkral, L
it 013 moti imppove much AT LradeSonkend, A6 lnte 86
Cetokor, for instnnee, the Entipecrs were tiasting in a

guarry Just belind the prisciors hegpitnl fn such o way

th~t the Peclm ard stone: fell otito the hospital buts

et each blast., The nuts wore eroR ou 211 of patiants,

very of whon wete (yin: (about elght a day wor0 aving).

21l patisnto were terrorised. iany wero bit end wore

-E-
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or le3sz scriously injured, and onc man had his amn
roken oand subseguently died fron & cowbinstion of
the dgjury und his previcuc discoues This went an
for cver & woek bofore rerreseatetion: wore mede to
the iJn Cfiloor in chargo of the Cuup. Thesc were
Buceesiiie Ndosllng custimicd 1o suech a way Lat
rocks 4i¢ rot f'all oo the hospital, thus shouwlng that
Lo previcus practice had been nvoldsbles In this
cap ulic, tic latlrine uscd by several hundred Tomdl
ubowrars was vithin ten yarcs of the prisoner vfricer's
auaprtears. - The Tatilc had suspeoted choleme smd
Slaaddpaz ot the tinee

25 in il onps, nceowr.odntion wes totnlly inade=

<Wstos  inn aotunlly slept toueh s eagh other, nrd,

00 ¢ result skin discase infootion was 100 tlrourhout
the Foroee ixcepl L oonimld, officors were as buls

4 0f ou Ltho nen,

26. The move back to Kanburi took plsce iu lovcabar,
tut the uen wm~e in such n state that (althouch the

| worst encces wore left in PEovym) LG dled on the train

JOUPney wide {ob @wore in the first thros vesis in Zone-
burd i epite of bolie foud mnd liviiy, eoncitioms.
It is oc”tain Lhnt eoverel huni-odo more will dle in
the noxt woath or twe fron $ic rousult of thelr Lroote
rent in Sheiliend,

2T e Ow* own fannds on the whole tronte us wall.
Proe=ilappliy ol aldl panks wos ddsocurapred by owr I0A
Uffdcope but was uilll fulrly comen. I nearly

alweye arose thngush g lsngusge misunderstancing snd wes
not in iwsell serrious nlthoush it mues  the mainlentnoo

of dlacidline very Aifficult for Lhe prisoncr olliper

when thelir men gee tha: nlapued by youns Ja mnese vl
votics. Slmid-nliv, when the pen nre eicpped il Doslen

it warely broucs roicatioent end bad fecling wnich will |
desi lour aftor the wure Therc wore poue guurds, how-
over, who sec¢xd ineapable of boln: put in char;o of

an; tesk without lesing thelr tewers cnd hitting pni-
BOoLErGe The woat finrunt onsc 45 that of a Cunsoka
Toyaus, who couluo tc be £ woll pducatod wen., AL Baspong -
he hit offiec's and men of every paris with a haevy
stocleghafied golf club. He eut one iinjor's head open,
by dumged cootiier ajor's ara il soverel; hurl cany
Oterse The eaune of tinse asssulils was nover kpowvi
Laier at Shiro-Loaprel and nt Lead- onieral enas he '
heodtunldy Lit ofligerc and men on every posulble oecaasian
for nc just prise. le has o unrovernable tedpor and 1s
epparantly unoonircllable by hie offloarn. spert from
ocsunl pglriking, he wan alunye et pailns to be insulting

t2 o’ iocers, covecinlly Jenlor Officors. Juoh o wan
shoul. ne¥wor be allowedl 1o bLe in charze ef prisonorse

-7 -



23. There wore vy enses Initerly in which our own
guamis prevoented crinecrs froi taltrooting prisonors.

29 It ey be toousht that song of the ebove report -

ia evsprerated, It in horvever, only the barcel ocutline
of n period of interse hordship suffered by parties af
priecners of wor. 1f proof 16 wantef, it 1s surely
oufficient teo point to the fset thnt of the 7000 pri-
ponars vho left Ohonsi 4n Aperdl, now in Decenber, mbout
3000 are dend; 3000 none are hogpitel pationts or eol=
volecee ts of whom hundrede more will die within the
nect fev-wonthe Crom the result of the hordships they
have unierTong.

A e lmow fron letters received from Ungland amd

fustralic thet 1% is belleved there that i riscoers of :

Jar are belng well trontod by the Jepanche. . e
If the actuzl focto perardine Thatliand were

knovn ebroad. the mows tould be greoted with '.uﬂiam-

Lion end Az ouent.

l:,.

PAY" 2 8115 R I0NS

! R Ve ook firstly tint wo chould be treniel 3n
ace with the letter and ppirit of the liedcva and /
ilegue Conventions, particularly thoug of 1900 snd 1907, Yy
both of which were ratifiel by BEritaln aind Jopals

It has beeo pw esiedl that the wsconditional
surrenier of Sinmpore placed the prisbners from hWI
outelde tic toras of the itarwe Uoavention. This Ja
ebviously Lot BO. The poesition of any prisoner whe
ie esptured en the figld of battle, in that of pncon-
diticanl eurronier, but no one would a7 e=t thnt he 1s

» ATt sovared by the Conveation. For then eon the patare

af the dinyapore surrendsr (shich w=o ::r."cut.l:: wode at
the srltten rejuest of Genersl Yamashite in omier ia
aveild further voaless lose of 1ife en tmth 5ides, and
cepecially the lives of the edyilians in the n.tg. ;nt
tha*Jarprlson of aine;stmm outslde the terms of
"mﬂmtim?

5 = iy [ T™he follovwing detailed MM'I_'
1% eonpequont upsn this penoral angt= 73
1. "Dostors and Ted Crop: perucmnel are not A

=

prisonere of wor snd should noi be treated Ay
as prisoners,” (Nonewn Convention 1007 Art.9)
2. € piscners should be hmmnsly treated,™ Y

{innex $0 Hegue Oon. 1907 Ml}

3. viork lhnult. not be excessaive,”
{A\nnez to !quwl gon. 1907 lﬂ-i}
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*irinsness ohould be Sreated an wozsrds rationn,
quarines and ulﬂthin:*, on the fonting as
the t=o0pe of Lhe Governmont whlch eaptures -

L
kA g E

{(Annex to Aague Cone. 1907 Art.7)

Yote 4. All the sbove aplicles were boken in

maillnni,

ote 2. A8 pocewis rationas, 11 4s not smouch 19 fix
:

n nele of Pationa; the posomtinl is that
the rotlions should rench the BCNOMS.
It is suy-ested that the 11114 ‘olice
unteri ke the duty of eselinzy that the
aeaie of iesve sl dore, I8 feot,
reath Lhe priconses,

gng }. e pecaris cusrtors, it ehould be ww

E:!

€.

T

that 0Ariear priconere ¥iY for their

i
f“-l-jﬂ h"‘"

"Gfllcorn wmast Lot be emdoyeu o Jlobowus,
(3tis egusily sppile= 10 boing throutened ¢
witl: iudoan, ) nrex te ioue Con 1907 rte6)

Tuere wero Rot Rany inptonges whore G Irioers
parties were wode %0 Inbour, Dut it iz moun
t0 ell ¢l uza that oony hudiredn of ulfigore
of cilcr purtles ware foroel tc work no
isibourets On Prosd and radlwey eunstruction in
arranised fongee Thie treataent of (Fllicer
srissaer of ynr 10 wlthout préecadenes in $he
Ghole Lietory O 00D wrb, besldee boing

¢ direct breach of the Hopur Conventi-m. [
will net be forsotter for » pdred raoes.

i

"Red Cross Rapresentetives shouwld be sl lowse ‘t W

vis it POW Campa,. ™

¥o renracentetdves were allcwed to vigit us
1n Thalilnnd,

"H'zp:" weranzerents should be pade to collest
decoused porsone elffecta, ™
(Annex 4o Eomue Oon 1907, aet. k)
This hnat not becn done, ond, ne o Pesuly,
any ol eols heve baon 1pste v

"goldlcn oshouls Yo rospected o0t t2ken enpre of
‘hﬂ.l hd- J-'h- " = 3
{Geneve Con 1500 Artet;

hic wue olten broke:x &n Thallung and siek

. wen twmi: 10 worky

-3-
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19th June 1990.

ESCAPE FROM SINGAPORE 1942,

The photos which I donated to the Jat Museum in Bareilly at.
this year's Reunion related to the escape from Singapore of a
party of Jats commanded by Lieut.Col A. Cumming of the Frontier
Force Regiment.

The escape took place 10 days after the fall of Singapore.
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During the final days before the 15th February 1942 when
Singapore fell, a Jat Battalion was formed out of the survivors
of the 4th Battalion who had held the position at Maar with the
help of the Australians and the remains of the 2Znd Battalion .
who had fought all the way down the Malay peninsular. This
Jat unit was commanded by Lieut. Col. A. Cumming of the
Frontier Force Regiment, who at the time had won the V.C.
unbeknown to himself whilst fighting up country.

On the morning of the 12th February the Jats were ordered to
attack Hill 220 south of Bukit Panjam. As the Jats advanced
they were heavily bombed by 27 low flying enemy aircraft and
suffered a number of casualties. It was understood that they
were to be supported on either flank, but this did not happen.
They were not informed that the attack had been cancelled the
night before. Little resistance was encountered and the hill
was captured.

The Jats remained concealed in thick scrub while Japanese Zeros
and heavy bombers flew overhead attacking troops at their rear
and also bombing Singapore. The Japanese were seen to advance
down Bukit Tima road and they later positioned a heavy
artillery battery at the base of the hill to the rear of the
Jats position. Firing continued on Singapore town for the next
two days and it was obvious that the Jats were surrounded and
on the 15th February the guns stopped firing and shouts of
"Bonzi" were heard.

The Jat men had had no food or water for 4 days and were in
poor shape. Colonel Cumming called all Qfficers and Viceroy
Commissioned Officers together and explained the situation.
The VCOs passed on to all their men that Singapore had fallen
and there was little chance of any of us getting away.
Colonel Cumming suggested that troops should form themselves
into small parties and try to pass themselves off as Malays.

A small party was made up of British Officers and VCOs, but
some British Officers and VCOs decided to surrender. After
many hardships this small party managed to escape from the
Island and reach Sumatra. The photographs tell the story of
the escape. Their troubles were not over, as on reaching



Sumatra the Japanese were already advancing up the island and
the fall of Padang on the West coast was imminent. The party
eventually reached Padang and were asked to volunteer to fight
in Java and embarked on a small coastal steamer called Palopo,
wvhich headed south. This was the last ship to leave Padang.
After two or three days at sea an upturned lifeboat was spotted
with two survivors of the ship that had left before us. This
had been torpedoed. On nearing Java, a message was received to
head for Ceylon as Java was about to capitulate. Eventually
the ship reached Ceylon. We had arrived exactly a month after
leaving Singapore.

February 1991



ACCOUNT OF THY MALAYAN CAMPAIG! RY CAPTAIN P.E. MILEHAM &4/9th
JAT REGIHENT,

On December 21st 1941, the 4/9th Jat Regiment eailed on H.M.T.
Rajula from Bombay as vart of the 45th Brigade, 17th Indian
Division, The 45th BDE was made up of 5/18th Gharwal Rifles,
the 7/6th Rajputana Rifles and the 4/9th Jat Regiment, who had
undergone trainin,; togethar in Xumbergaom Camp near Poona,

OFFICERS OF THE &th/2th JAT REGIMENT,

LTe COL., J. WILLIAMS, (Commanding Officer)
MAJOR F.P. WHITE, (2nd in Command)
CAPTAIN D,C, EVANS ("A" Coy Commander)
CAPTAIYN '1.We WATSON ("C" Coy Commander)
CAPTALIYN F.Es MILEHAM (Carriar Platoon Commander)
GCAPTAL?? R, LEE (Ad jutant)

CAPTAIN A, HENDERSOM ("P™ Cov Commander)
CAPTAIN D, DYER (Transsort Officer)
iLte Foll, COPE ("n"™ Coy Commander)
2l.te DeTe PIPER (“ionalas OfFficer)

2Lk, FoeR.J. BAKFR (Intellirence Officer)
Lt. RAJAGOPALACHIRYA (ladical Officer)
2/Lt, RAN SINGH (Liaisan Officer)

TH GE

The 4th/9th Jat Ragimant embarked at Rombay om the 2lst
Decembear on H,H4.,Ts Rajula and sailed under sealed orders with
Col, Williams am 0O/C Ship., On hoard was the 38th Field
Anmbulance and a detachment of the R.I.A«8:Cq4 The rest of the
leipade ~mbarked on four other ships and our tranaport was to
follow in another convoy so Captain Dyer was left behind to
supervisa this, Tne convoy was cescorted by H,M.5. GClasgow and
Hel'e5e Nravonfly and also for a short time a corvette of the
koyal Inilan Havy,.

The convoy headed south and we all thought this waa vary
axtraordinary na wa had undarstood we were te go to Basra and
then up to the Caucasus Hountains to help the Russians, Thus,
hafore we sailad all vahicles were painted white with grey
stripas and we ware isaued with DNattle Drasses, Aftar Colonal
Williams had opened the mealed orders, he told us we were
haadiny for Malaya,

The only exeitament we had hafors rounding Ceylon was whan a
man fall overhoard from nana of the other ahipe in thea convoy
and was plcked up by tha Pajula none the worse for his wettingm,
This incident went to show our troops that the lifabelts which
they had to wear at all times was a good life saver, as the man
ovarboard had haan wearinge his when he fell,



On Christmnas Lay we sailad due Last lz2aving Ceyloa behind us
and tha Glusgow left us and we were joined by H.M.A.S5, liobart
anid three destroyers.The Hobart came alongside us and wished us
a liappy Christmas, which I think was had by all on our ship,.

buring the voyage we had many Lifeboat drills and a certain
amount of weapon training was carried out. All available
autonatic weapons ware mounted ready for a possible air attack,
which we expected on nearing Singapore. The anti=-aircraft
posts were amanned day and night,

winan we rcedacinad the Sunda Stralts betwaeen Java and Sumatra, ve
ware joinad by a strong force of Destroyers and also had air
support, which was made up of Catalinas and Frawster Buffaloes
from Java,

From the Junda Straits to Singapore we expect alr attack at any
momant, but none came and wa arrived in the llaval Docks just as
it vas yetetin; dark on the 3rd January 1942, As the Rajula
wns doekling, three Japanese bouwbers came over and dropped a few
bownbs in the town area, We had a yood viaw of them as thay
wera caugnt in the searchlights,

o LivbAPORL

whan we nad tied up, the C.0, received orders tnat the En was
to procead imnmediately to Malacca on the west coast of Malaya.
4ll lignt kit vas unloaded and the In, less 60 drivers, wvare
lere with we to await the arrival of Captain Dyer and our
transport. Tue rest of the eqguipment wa unloaded on the 4th
dud Jth January with vary litcle help from dockers, who were
rather thin on the ground, wio aad disappeared after the first
alr raids, Lt. Col, Stevens of ‘iovement Contrul was very ;ood
to us and we aanaged with his help to override many litctle bits
of siagapure red tape which vas evident,

I nad a nessape from Col. Williams to send up imneddiately
shovels and other bits of equipment., I tried my hardest to
oibtain a lorry and spent many hours without succass,
Fventually a friendly Australian Sergeant took the equipaent
and drove ul9 lorcy up to Malacca, This was wvell over 100
miles,

Cn the ttn January I noved the men fron Seletar to a Raat Canmp
near Singapore main docks, as the work was counpleted and all
stores unloaded, We dldn't have to walt lony a® our transport
arrived in the eveniny, met Cnrtnin UDyer and made
arrangamants for the Iulluuin- day's wvork, All ny men wvere
very tired by this time, as thay hld had very little sleep
since the Pajula had docked on the 3rd, I spent the night at
Colonel Stevens house in Hace Course village and manared to see
a cousin of mine, Major Claude Tanner, of the 45th Transport
Cuapany . Tne naxt day was spent unloading tha trucks and
locries, a task which was made very difficult by the lack of



dock worrers and crane opacators, ‘Thne ficset bateh of trucks to
be unloaded ware very difficult to start as they had been
placed on the deck, ' When 37 trucks nad been unloaded and
filled up with stores by & a,uw. on the 7th January, we set off
with Hav ohd Sher (The Transport ilav) for Halacca, The route
througn Singapore was difticult as our drivers had never seen
traffic lights before, How we yot through without an accideant
I really don't know,

HUALD TO HALACCA

I called the first halt at Jonore on tne other side of the
Causeway and found all trucks present, so after a short rest wve
set off norcth. At this stage I did not know what the danger
of possible air attack was, but looking back I would have taken
vary different action, All our trucka were camouflaved for
snow conditions and nade a beautiful target for amny aircrafc,
Although we sawv Japanese planes at a distance, wa manajed to
procead without attack,

The road wvas packed with huge aunstrcalian lorcira, but was
axtromely narrow and our drivers were certainly not used to
these conditions but managed to <asp poing.

At 19,00 nrs we arrived at Sejanat, a fairly large town due
Last of lalacca, Here due to the scupidity of amn Australian
e ey @leven of the convoy waut straight on instead of turning
riznt, 1 made a harbour of the reaaining vehicles and told
nav Hohd, Sher te find food and a place for the men to rest for
the night,At Segamat station I met Major Hayes of the 3ith
Field Ambulance, who had accomspanied us on #H,.i1/,T, Rajula, e
told me@ that his unit was stationed in the town, Whan I ctold
nia I had lost elaven of wy convoy, he very kindly offered to
elp we find them, We set ofr back to Yon;, Peayg not knowin,
at this tine that tne trucks were headin: north to Gemis, #so wo
travelled 40 niles south and on returnin:, havinyg not found
them, were told that they had been located and were on their
way back to Seygamat,

ihe next worininyg, thae Yth, at 19,00 acs we set off again for
halacca and arrived without misnap at 15,00 hrs and reported to
Lt. Col, Villiams, our C,U. wio was very glad to see us, The
vattalion was situated on an old Aruy caup, so I brought tha
vanicles in and distributed them around the football pitch,

The drivers were very tired, so I dismissed cham, Aftar
having a very well earned rest and a weal, I found out that "A"
and "E® companies had bean sent north to Tan Jhon Brewis sone
miles up the coast road,

I'na Adjutant, Captain Lea, took we for a run round tha town and
told ma that the Japanese were still 150 miles north of
“alacca, AS we went along the ses front road I noticed a
lacge transport ship apout 1% miles from the shora, On asking
ke what it vas, he told we he hadn't seen it bafore and would



raport it to the Colonel, by the tine we returnad to camp it
was getting dark and it was not lony before the C,0. summoned
us and said that reports oif eneany landingse had been received.
Captain Lee and Major Wnite set off to inform "A"™ and "B"
coupanies and on the way came accoss a motor cyclist who was
flashing a torch seawards and who on seeinyg their car jumped on
lils bike and disappeared, The transport ship wve had seen
praviously was obviously Japanese, The C,0, orderad all
transport to bDe made ready for thne road, This was no easy
opaeration as wa were very short of petrol. I vas despatched
to find sowe and took 3 trucks and obtained 500 gallons at a
patrol polnt in the town, By 22,00 hre the trucks were sent
off to rectrieve "A" and "3" companies.

vawn broke on the 10th with the news cthat "B" coapany had been
fired on by a party of 20 eneny but Lad suffered no casualties.
illie Co0. told wme that threae Bren Gun Carriers had arrived at
Segarmet station and ordered we to proceed there and bring then
back. Up till now the Battalion had naver seen Lcen Gun
carriers, but [ortunately I nad been on a course im India,

S LGAMAT

At 10,00 ars we left for Sepanat with enough men to drive the
tnree bren Gun Carriecs, Un the way wa rounded a bend and sawv
< natives cutting telephone wiras, Aftar a few shots from the
truck they seemed to fall down and disappear, On arrival at
seaganat I went to the R.T.0.'s office to take delivery of the
vaihiclews, A large formation of Japanese boambers decided that
tua Station was a very zood target and bombed us heavily, I
tound uyself half im and half out of an air raid station with a
pody on top of me, When the rald ended I discovered that the
pody on top of me was a Bar Corporal at Belcaum where I had
baan sctationed at 0,C.T,.U, 1na rast of the day was spent in
teydny to train dreivers how to cope with track carriers whien
was extrenely difficulc. vy evanin;, I considared that becween
us we could 4et them back to ialacca as the vahicles ware badly
neadead, At 18.00 nrs I called on Col, Leil, also of the 3dth
Field Aabulance who informad me that he had heard that the 45th
Urigzade had evacuated all previous positions at 4alscca and
withdrawn to the Muar river, 25 miles south of Malacca, This
was a jreat sonock to us all and to me it waant that to join the
vatallion I must go south to Yong Peng and then morth to Muar,
lnls vas a long way round,

1 also heard that Captain Dyer's convoy with our gemaining
trucks, had had seven requisitioned by whom I knew not, This
disturbed me greatly, Having stayed the night with the 38cth
Field Aabulance, I was about to say "woodbye™ to Col, Neil, who
dad bean very good to ma, when another Japanese alr raid
started, We both made for a deep drailn and the Japanese
hombad the town again,

LHE dCAD IO JIUAR



At 09,30 nrs on the llth we left witn 3 Cacciers and 1 Truck,
It wvas a very hot day and driving a lren Gun Carcier for well
ovar 100 uiles was a hard task, After about 70 miles one of
the Carriers' sprocket wheaels overheated and before long the
rubber tyre had eompletely disintegratad, On reachiny Bakri
on the Muar Ayer Hitam rcoad, I left the Carrier with the
Brigade Workshops at the roadside,

On arcival at /juar we ran into a treamendous boubing raid, the
main objective being & large Transport ship full of stores,
whicnh was hic several tinmes, IThere were a large number of
dead and wounded eivilians lyiny about in the streets, hut as I
didn't want to lose our precious Carriecs, and had found out
that the 3Battalion was situated around the l5th mile stone on
the Huar Lenysa road, I pushed on and located Battalion
neadquarters,

LUE UUAR  HIVER

January lith turned out to be a vecy wet aaod misecable day and
I found all ay kit had suffered badly from the heavy rain the
uignt before, I reportad to the C,0, and received my Orders
wiicn were to patrol the Maur Lenga road and try and keep in
touch witih "A", "B" and "C" coapanies, which vere endeavouring
to hold an & mile front, It vas imposaible in this type of
countcy to hold & line of such a length,

ihere vas very little information avout the sneny and an attack
wa3s expected any time, It was difticult to locate the Company
Conmanders as they wvere often a long way from Company -
hHouadquarters and sometimes on the other side of the river,
During the wvay 3 Eaglish civilians joined us to assist with the
alay lanjuage and endeavoured to teach us something about the
durrounding country. They were Major Kidd, a retired “alay
Civil Secvant, Mr, Neaves and Znd Licut tislop, Malay
voluntears,

Iwo wore carcliers arrived on the lith togather with one
Armoured Car and patrolling coantinued all day,. It took up to
34 hours to contact all Company Conmanders owin; to the great
4distance between coumpaniaes, Ihere was continuous tropical
rain all day,

Jn the lsth there were reports of enemy parties om the north
bank of the river, The Carriersa patrolled the road all day.
"U" company recucrned frou rear puard Juties from Malacca to
Auar,

I took the Carciers on the 1l5tn for a tecaininy deive tovards
Muar, A Captainm of the Rajputana Wirles askad me to po to
imar for a reconnaisance as he had been fired at from tha norcth
aide of the river, I proceeded to MNuar with three Carriers
out did not encounter any aneny, Latar in the day the enany
ccossed the liuar River and broke throuzh the Rajputana Rifles



delencas, "D" Company was sant to claar the luar Lan;a road
wiich was blocked by felled trees and suffered 30 casualties,
including a Petty Officer from the Royal Navy, who had earlier
survived the sinking of the Repulse and Prince of Wales, e
had joined "D" Company during tha reac puard duties of the
previous day.

On the léth, whiech was uy 25th birchday, I was in Battalion
liele @and zathered that little or notning was known about the
activitics of the rest of tha bLrigade, Major White, the 2nd -
in Command, and Ind Lieut, Piper left in my Armoured car to tey
and contact origade H,Q, They reacned the Muar Parit Sulong
road and were knocked off the road Ly enaay tanks, They both
ascuaped Irom the Armoured Car and later raturnad to Bacttalion
Halle

Wille pactrolling the road up to "H"™ Company's position ve caue
Across a bactery of Hoyal Artillecy, who were firing on a road
block. I took the Carriers down to the road block and managad
to dispersa them, 'uring this operation I lost one Carrier,
Cfha Japanase wvera held up in the treas by ropes with a good
supply of nand grenadas, I think one nust have been thrown
into the Carrier behind ne, as there vas a loud axplosion and
it didn't follow, In this type of country a Bren GCun Carrier
wad 4 vary vulnarable vahicle, I returned to Pattalion l.Q.
whica was now situated in a claaring surrounded by rubbar
traess La wada an attack on a small village wvhere our Hation
lorey nad been captured, but there were no eneny eentacted,

battalion l.Q., moved forwacd 300 yards on the 17th from the
position taken up the pravious night. Hajor White and 2nd
Lieut Plper roturned with orders to join up with the 29ta
Australian bLattalion at Mile Stone 101 on the Fakrd Muar road,
At 11,30 hrs tne Battalion moved down 4 track in the rubbar
treas towards nakri, Aftar 500 yds the transport was nalted
1nd told to await orders for any advance, This time I wvas
leading tas convoy of trucks with “y Pren Gun Careier, tne
othar ¢ having broken down, Tihe Battalion had only leftr half
an nour before when uy section of transport was fired on by
light machine june, Thea fire was not heavy, Tha Vickers
machine yuns which 1 nad already placed round tue transport for
Arotecction went mad firing without saeing the tarcget. I
andedavoured to stop this, The transport was at this time
aplic in two so when the firlng ceased I wanaged te join ay
section up with the other section and form a perimetar, I
sant 3 separate messages by motor cycle despatch riders to
inform battalion H.Q. of the situation, but none of these
caturnad, Presumably they were killed by the Japanese, who by
Lhis cine nad taken over tine track through the cubber treeas,
At 17,00 hrs the wounded started couing back up the track and
one Viceroy's Coumissioned Officer said he had seam the C.0.
and the Adjutant killed. We told him not to say anything to
the rest of the men, who by this tise appeared to be vary
concerned,



Our party had been joined by a Eattery of Royal Artillery
without their guns and also an Ammunition Waggon, I had a
talk with Captain Dyer and the Sergeant of the Royal Artillery,
We decided to get everything ready to abandon the transport if
naeed be, At 19,00 hrs 4 Australians turned up from the 29th
Australian Battalion with orders to abandon the transport and
join the Battalion at Mile Stone 101, They said this order
wvas ilmposseible as the enemy had already crossed the rubber
track we were intending to use, These Australians said they
had had great difficulty in getting to us. We then decided to
try and get to the 96 Mile Stone down the Muar Bakri road. -
This meant going through swampy marshes, Major Kidd who had
joined us said he would lead the party as he knew which route
to take. Our party nov consisted of 200 men, We set off at
21.00 hrs and the party soon got split as the path was very
dark,

fly party consisted of about 160 men. We were also joined by
Lieut, Hislop. We were all very tired and decided to sleep
for the rest of the night. We spent all the next day, the
16th, ploughing through deep svamps and latterly meeting many
wounded Australians, some of whom we helped along. Major from
the R.E, left some men with us and said he was going to
surrender, The stories we heard from the wounded told me that
our troops on the Bakri road had suffered very heavy
casualties, In the afternoon Captain Dyer turned up with the
rast of the transport section, We all carried on as one large
party led by Major Kidd.

At dusk we came wpon the Muar Bakri road south of the 101 Mile.
Stone and seemed to have by-passed the Japanese, Ahead of us
to the north we heard heavy firing, We all croughed down in
ditches to take cover until it was dark enough to move, Ma jor
Kldd went off to see if ha could contact anyone and find out
what was happening. Whnile we were in this position, several
mwortar bombs came over and exploded in the trees unpleasantly
close, After an hour !ajor Kidd returned with the news that
he had met an Australian in charge of a camp about a mile down
the road in the direction of Parit Sulong. He had also met a
Malay who had told him that the Japanese waere seen near Parit
Sulong bridge., We moved down the road to where Major Kidd
had seen the Australian but he was not there,

The men were extremely tired as they had had no food for 3 or 4
days, so I gave orders for them to rest and try and get some
slaep, It was at this point that a Subedar in our party tried
to make trouble telling me he was going to take some of the men
down the road, I told him to obey orders and keep quiat
whnereupon he became very rude, I put him in charge of Jemedar
Ram Sarup and anether V,C,0, and I didn't see him again and
think he was probably disposed of gquietly,



Major Kidd at this point was exhausted and collapsed, At
22,00 hrs I heard a noise of approaching transport coming down
the road from Bakri, which I thought might be tanks having
broken through our forward positions, Znd Lieut Hislop and I
went forward with our tommy guns to see what it was and found
to our joy that it was the 19th and the 29th Australian
Battalions and what remained of the 45th Brigade, who had had
many casualties, At this point I met Captain Henry W, Watson
who was in command of what was left of the 4/9th Jat Battalion,
In my estimation this was about 100 men. Having got my party
together, we followed behind, All of us wvere extremely tired
and found the going difficult. Before we left Major Kidd told
us that a Malay whom he had contacted said that he had seen
Jupanese troops on the bridge at Parit Sulong. This
information I passed on to Captain Henry Watson and also the
CeOs of the 19th Australian Battalion, Major Kidd at this
point said he could not carry on, He was not a young man and
nad given us wonderful service. We offered to carry him, but
he assured us that he knew the country well and would be quite
all right to be left, Sadly he was never seen again,

Captain Henry Watson told me what had happened to the 4/9th
Jats, lie said that Colonel Williams and our Adjutant, Captain
Lee had been killed and Brigadier Duncan had led a bayonet
charge with what remained of the 45th Brigade and was either
killed or wounded, (There may be a muddle over the dates as the
Hegimental History states he was killed on the 2lst January.)

Captain Watson also told me that 2nd Lieut Frank B. Cope had
acted with tremendous bravery and should have received the
Victoria Cross, When the Brigadier became a casualty, he had
dashed out from the cover of a ditch and endeavoured to carry
the Brigadier to safety but was killed in the process,

At dawn on tie 19th the forward troops in the column contacted
the eneny at Parit Sulong village and an attack was launched by
the 19th Australian Battalion under their C.0. Lt. Colonel
Charles Anderson, This proved unsuccessful and as the
Japanese were holding the bridge acrose the river, our means of
withdrawing was impossible unless the bridge was captured,

lhe 45th Brigade was now being commanded by Lt, Col. Anderson,
tie formed the Brigade in to a box section and I took up a
poaltion at the morthern perimeter. Here I came in contact
with Hajor White, our second in Comwand and 2nd Lieut Barker,
both of whom were wounded., Hajor White had a serious back
wound and was unable to walk., He was being driven in an open
vorris B8 car, Col, Anderson called on Captaim Watson to
collect as many Indian troops together as possible to attack
the Japanese on Parit Sulong bridge.

Iihe attacking party moved off and I was in the rear and had
gone about 200 yds when a Major, who was second im Command of
the 19th Australian Battalion, called me back as there was no
Officer looking after the remaining Indian troops. I



collected about 40 men together and we proceeded to form the
pacimeter, Un the northern edpe the parimeter was
approximateley 300 yds across and on the southern edge 400 yds
long.While ve were zetting in to position alongside the
Australians 3 eneamy fighter planes flying very low machine
gunned us, whenm 1 got up from the tranch in whieh I was
taking cover, 1 only had about 10 Indian troops from various
Battalions in the 45th Brigade left with me,I managed to
arcange with an Australian Captain that eacn of my aen would be
accoupanied by an Australian, we stayed in this position all
day expecting a heavy attack, but only had the odd saniper and
ona heavy boaber which came over and dropped bombs. Two of
our lorries were hit, Eneay alrcraft were flying over our
position wost of the day and ve heard burets of machine gun
fire in other parts of the perimeter,

At 17,00 hrs a very heavy boubarduent of our position by heavy
guns and morcars began, We wera all very much in the open and
the shells and wortar bombs ware bursting in the rubber trees
cauginy many casualtiaes, An Australian Officer came up to me
and asked me if I would take over the section to the right of
the road, as tha Officer in charge of this section had been
killad, lla also instructed me to close the perimetar for the
night, which meant withdrawing 200 yds.I instructed the men in
my section to endeavour to bring back with us tha woundad, most
of wnouw had serious back and leg wounds, It took us half an
nour to et them back and durinz this time the Japanese could
hava been only 100 yds away, but neld their fira, This I
could not understand at the time,

Wnen 1 got back to ay position, I found another Officer had
taken over and was getting the men into any available ditcnes,
wiich had been dug in peace time for the rubber production.
Shortly after this, we had another very heavy bombacdment and
also small aras fire, The Japanese had an automatic rifle
siailar to our Bren Gun, which wade a very distinctive noise,
By infiltracing with small parcies on all sides of our
perimater, they Antanded to frighten us ianto thinking ve were
completely surrounded, After half an hour of very heavy
firing, there was a lull and we heard the enamy tanks moving
Jdown the road,. Luckily we Lad two .5 pounder gums and an
anti=tank gun stationed on the road and the Royal Artillery did
wagnificently and knocked out 11 tanks, These tanks had a
crev of only Z men and were very lightly acaoured, but thay
caused considerable havoec driviag in and out of the rubber
Craas,

(I have some photographs of the Battle of the Muar River which
show the Z man Japanase tanks presumably taken by a British
photographer).

Whan darkness fell we ware still baing attacked and after the
tanks had snone their lights on ua, lorryloads of Japanese
infantry came down the road in old countcy busaes, Ey this



time I aad joined up with Captain lienry VWatson whe had returned
from the attack on the Parit Sulony bridge, The Australian
told me he and his mén made a very hrave attempt to drive the
Japanesa fcom the bridge area, but thie unfortunately failed.
Wa went forward with fixed bayonets and made an attack on the
buses before the infantry alipghted, I moved through some
thick shrub and cauwe to some open rubber trees close to the
road and let fly one drum of ammunition froa my tommy gun. I
was trying to fix another drua on the gun, squatting behind a
cubber trae, wvhen a Japanese cawe on the other side of the tree
ficing his rifle, I eventually got back to a diteh and found -
myself next to am Australian, wno said that the Japanese had
40t batween us and the main body, There was quite a larje
busiiy tree growving out of the ditch under which we hid. I
think we must have fallen asleaep and as dawn broke the firing
adad died down, so I crept out of our hiding place to have a
look round, About 50 yds awvay 1 saw Japanase moving about and I
think some of them vare shooting our wounded., The Australian
and I decided to head east into the thlck jungle eountry and to
see 1if we could eircle round and rejoin our own troops.

We got to a point where we could see our old position of the
previous night and there wera maany dead Japanese and also
indian and Australians, but there was no sign of our troops,
Ihare saeaemed to be heavy firing couing from the other side of
tne road and behind us, We went back to our hideout and
dacided to sea if we could get away to the west and cross the
civer wnich lay to the south of us, I had a school map and
from this we set a course to the west through the rubber treaes
to try to reach Batu Pahat, e came across a Sepoy from “C"
Couwpany of the Jats who joined us, We narched all day but
were unable to find the river, so when it got dark we found a
300d hideout and went to sleesp,

vuring this battle at Parit Sulong bridge Colonel Anderson
cequested that the Japanese snould allow trucks with severely
wounded to pass the road block and proceed to Singapore, Thie
reyuast was refused but later the trucks endeavoured to slip
away under cover of darkness, but were captured and everyone
was slaughtered,

Colonel Anderson showad great bravery duringy this battle and
refused to surrender to the Japanese, He vas later awarded
the Victorian Cross,

The next day, the Zlst January, the three of us set off again
and in the evening came upon a Japanese position discovered
only by tripping over tha telephona wire, liere we contacted a
Chinaman who told us the Japansse were all round the place, so
we found some thiek scrub and hid for tha night, At dawn we
made a nurried retreat, By this time all three of us were
very waak as wve had had no food for some days. We came across
wany telephone wires, which we cut, wa hid up most of the day
und nanaged to get a few coconuts Lo aat, From a Chinaman wve



found out that chere were British troops in Batu Phat and here
{ aust say that the Chinese ware vary good to us when ve came
across them, At 20,00 hras ve cama to a large river and found
a house and a Malay boy saild nhe would find us a beat. Hea
disappeared and didn't return, so we went further up the river
and came to a village, wvhere tnere secmed to be s chance of
setting a boat, We knocked on the door of a house and called
out sayiny that we were Australians, The wvhole place seemad to
“ake up and about 10 men advanced on us with torches, so we
veat it into the rubber. Ihey tollowed shouting what sounded .
like Japuunese, so we ran for about a nile and found a Chinaman
vutside a house, We made 1t plain that wa were starving and
na signalled us to go underneath the house, Later ha brought
us some food, We went to sleep and woke to hear the nolse of
Japanese in the house, so we quietly crept out and hid in soue
ousnaas, Later we found anothar village and a boat in which
the 3 of us managed to croses the river, We followad the rivar
vank in the direction of Batu Pahat. All along the bank there
ware signs that there had been heavy fignting, Thare was
distinct smell of death and a smasned machine gun position,
After going about 2 miles we came across a san lying on a path,
At first we thought he was dead, but after lighting a match and
having & look at him we found that he was an Indian Sepoy who
had tried to escape, been bayonetted and left to die, We
found a Chinese house and asked the Chinaman to loek after him,.
we speat the rest of the night in some bushes on a rubber
pllﬂt. cion,

On the 23rd at dawn ve started off again and came to a larpge
village, We had just passed through it when we sav a column
of Japanese moving along a footpath 100 yds in front of us.
iherea was no cover, so we just sat down behind sowme trees and
watched, Tney all had bicycles and lvan 6th man was carrying
a light automatic, We waited in this place for over an hour
watching them go by. There were many hundreds of theam.When it
was all quiet we moved on agadin, In the afternoon wve came
across more Japanese pulling a small 2 pounder gun, We nearcly
walsad into them, but were seen so they sent a wan on a bicycle
Lo 8ee Who we ware, I pointed ay tomay gun at him but didn't
fire for fear of giviag us awvay, lie jumped on his bicyecle and
paedalled off fast and so did we in the other direction,

in the avening we got to amother large river where we persuaded
done Chinese to take us across. A® ve were golng across we
sav Japanese some hundred yards further down also on the river,
CGur only chance was to get to Batu Pahat before the Japanase,
After an hour we arrived at a small road which weat in the
direction of Batu Pahat vhere we were challenged by the
Canbridgeshire regiment, who were in the act of withdrawing
trom thair position, They ware a bicycle platoon, Ve wara
siven bicycles and told to follow the company back,

un arciving at the town of Batu Panat, we were told to get on
a Cruck and tha party moved off down the road, Six miles from



vatu Pahat on the road to Singaporz, tne convoy halted as
orders had come through that Batu Panat nad to be held at all

cost, "A" Company of the Cambridgeshires took up a position
on a hill on whiech stood a large house, which I think was the
british Consul's, Hare ny Australian friend and I found sone

beds and went to sleep, ULawn broke on the 24th and we could
near firing. Up to now no attacks had been wmade on Batu
Fanac, We stayed in tne house where we found some tins of
food and a bottle of scotch, We wera just enjoying the firat
real food we had tasted for 7 days, wonen the house was machine
yunned and the tin I was holding was knocked out of my hand,

o one in the house was hurt, We want and found an air raid
shalter of sorts and after having a good tot of whisky and
feelin; very much better, we went in to the gardem where the
Cambridgeshires had placed their wmortar platoon and from this
position we could see the Japanase advanca into the town a few
aundred feot below us, The mortars opanad up and the Japanese
suffered quite hesavy casualtles,

Tha Comaanding Officer of the Caubridieshires visited our
position and I asked hiam if we could contact Brigade 1i,Q, Ha
sent us down the hill in a truck to Brigade H.Qs where I
reported to the Brigadier and told him that the 435th Brigade
nad been anninilated on the Muar River. The Brigadier was
very reluctant te believe umy story. I was given a very good
meal and slept at PBrigade l,Q, that aighet, I understood that
tha Japanase ware massing for an attack in Batu Pabat,

Un the morning of the i5th I wet 3 Ufficers of the 6th
lorfolks. I made enquiries from them 1if a cousin of mina,
Lric Milne, was in ctheir Battalion, I was vary excited to hear
that he was, as I hadn't seen nim for over 3 years. In the
avening I met him on the road and had time enough to haar his
naws, He was very surprised to sea me, but I didn't see hia
again for wany years as 2 waa taken prisoner, That night the
road to singapore was Llociked by tha Japanesa, who had
ancircled the Anglian brigade and captured the river bridyge.

I atayed all day on the Zo6tn at Brigade H.Q, I was treated
very wall by the Officers thaere, As far as 1 remember theilr
na.aes were Lieut, Jones, Lieut, Smith and Lieut O0ffing. During
the day we sustained heavy attacks by enemy aircraft, In tha
avaninyg ve were informed that a convoy would try and make a
dasn through the road block area, aa 2 Coapanics of the
Laicasters had come up from the south and temporarily cleared
tha Japanese away,

Je had only gone 600 yds when we got the order "De~bus, destroy
the transport and every man for nimself,” We were all very
sucprised as wve thought we had every chance of getting through,
There vere many wounded in the lorries and those who could get
out joined up with variuous parties, soma going to the left of
the road and some to the right. With amay 3 Norfolk friends and
50 men we crossaed the bridge that nad baen cle2ared by the



Leicestersa, (ly Australian Iriead Jim joined us. We want into
4 rubber plantation on the left of the road eandeavouring to
take cover in a large swaap, %We had only advanced 300 yds when
weé ware heavily fired on by the enemy. Lisut, O0ffinyg was hit
iu the nead and fell down and 1 saw some Japanese rushing
across my front and I opened fire with ay tommy gun, At least
6 Japanese fell, The eneuy fire was too heavy to advance any
further, so I turned to give the signal to withdraw and saw
that tne troops behind were already running for it. I was
putting another magazine on ny tousy pun when & bullet hit the
magazine and injured my hand, Wiith Jim, the Australian, and a
serxeant from the llorfolks wa reached the road again under
neavy machine gun fire dodging from one rubbar tree to the
next.

As we aporuvached the bridge a foyal Lnjinecer Officer, who was
about to blow the bridge, told ua to hurry up. There were two
anaunition lorries on the road bLurning fiercely. As wva noved
round a building on the south side of the rivaer, the brid;e was
olown and the building collapsed on top of ua, We wvare not
seriously hurt because it wvas of wooden construction, but we
suffered wany lacerations. After climbing out of the rubble
we reached a clesring in the juaple whare we mat 20 men, some
of whom nad minor woundis, they asked what wa intended doing
and after talking it over, we .decided to wait until dark before
making a wova,



Wien it was dark we set off and marched through heavy jungle
countcy for about 3 hours,. We kept coming across swaanps and
on the other aide of one of these wa came across 3/400 men who
ware blocking our path, Jia the Australian and the Sergeant
aud another Australian went forward to find out why everyone
nad stopped, After great difficulty they reached the head of
the column where there was a Captain who said he was in charge.
ile told us that he thought it was iumpossible to CArcy on
Chrough tne swaups at night, Aftar endeavouring to make
progress for Z hours, we stopped and slept for the night near a
civer,

Ino the early morning of the 27tih the four of us moved on and
came in contact with a complete anti-tank battery led by a
Captain, We joinmed tham and headed towards the coast, In
tha afternoon we reached a village where there were a lot more
British personnal from the Anglian Brigade, Wa were informed
that the Brigadier was in the parcty and was trying to get us
away by sea, kEverything seemed vary vague amd our group was
not kean on sitting still, Ve set off in search of boats big
enough to carry 30 men, After some time we found 3 boate in a
village and at dusk paddled down the river towards the sea.
When we got there we saw what looked like a Gun Boat about 5
wiles off shore, By this time it was getting very dark and one
of the boats was lesking badly, so wve turned round and went up
river a short way and pulled in to a wango swamp for the night,

When I woke up on the 28th I found that Jim and the Captain had
left in one of the boats to see if they could contact the Gun
Boat, We never sav them again, Our only chance appeared to
be to get out by sea, as the Japanese had completely surrounded
us. At 07,00 hours the tide seemed to be rising and we had
vater up to our waists so were unable to move as the mango
avamps were very thick. Wa ware relieved later vhen the water
subsided., Enemy aircraft flew over us all day sometimes
machine gunaing us at a veary low altititude.

In the evening some Chinese came down the river and told us
that the Gun Doat had contacted the bLrigade and men weras being
taken off cthat night, The Chinese then took us back in our
boats to vhere the Brigade was waiting for evacuation., I was
taken to a make~shift hospital where there was a large number
of wounded, a» I had a septic leg and hand, I stayed the
night there and the next morning, which was the 29th, I was
told that I would be evacuated during the coming night. I
44ve my tommy gum to a Sergeant in the Norfolks thinking he
might make more use of it than me,

Ifhat night there was the evacuation of the wounded and I
wanaged to get down to the embarkation point where thare was
considerable chaos, Soldiers from the Malay Regiment were
endeavouring to juap into the boats without orders, An
Ufficer who vas there fired Z or 3 shots which seemed to quell
the disturbance,



The boats wure I whalers from either /M5 Ladybird or HHS
Dragonfly., Once on board I was treated royally, given a large
tot of rum, a pair of shorts and a singlet to replace my very
tattered khaki shirt and shorts, which were falling apact.

It wvas a great relief to find mysalf in soma comfort after aany
days of hardsnip. I was pushed into a bunk and the next thing
1l knew ve vere tying up at the docks in Singapore,



SInLAPORE

I came ashore still very tiraed on the morning of the 30th
January 1942 thinking at that time how lucky I was, I found
out much later that this evacuation was a mini Dunkirk and
about 2000 troops managed to find their way back to Singapore.

I walked along the dock and tried to get a taxi to no avail,
Eventually a kind soldier on a motor bike gave me a 1lift to
Victoria Hospital, as I had to get my hand dressed. My arm
was vary swollen and I had a red patch forming on my chest,

On arrival at the hospital I was told to find a patch on the
grass in the compound. Some time later a Medical Orderly came
and dressed mwy hand having massaged a lot of pus out of the
wound, I stayed in the hospital area all day. The town was
being bombed continually and I decided that I would be better
off some other place, My Cousin, Major Claude Tanner, had a
house in Thompson Road and I managed to get there and my
Cousin's Wife, Joan, gave me a bath and put we to bed, I
think I slept for 2 days,

Women were being evacuated on various ships which had brought
in troops for the last stand. Joan Tanner wvas due to sail on
one of the boats, Unfortunately her friend was at Changi. |
managed to get a car and pick her up. It was a hair raising
Journey, as many of the roads were blocked by falling buildings
and Singapore was being bombed regularly, At some stage I
drove a party of women to the docks. Joan Tannar got away
successfully to Australia, but her husband became a Prisomer of
War, vho survived, '

About the 3rd of February I managed to locate Captain Henry
Watson, who had managed to escapa from Parit Suln-z via Yong
Peng. He and I were the only British Officers left from the
4/9th Jats, He had about 150 men with him, who had been
carcrying out various duties in the townm, During the next few
days we were amalgamated with the 2/9th Jats who had also
suffered heavy casualties, They had been north of Kuala
Luapur and had withdrawn via Segamat, For the next weak I
carried out various duties including taking charge of parties
of men, unloading ships in the docks, filling in bomb holes on
aerodromes and ruaning a train to lﬂillnt rice from Kranji.
This was stored in large godowns, During this time the
Japanese had arrived on the north side of Johor strait and were
continually shelling the town, Evary day there were heavy air
raids especially on the docks, There were no air raid
shelterjone had to trust one's luck,

Ou about the 10th February, the Jat battalion of approximately
3/400 men wers stationed at Serangoon Road in the Chinese
evacuation camp, The Battalion was commanded by Lt. Col. A.
Cumming of the Frontier Force Ragiment. While up country he
had won a V.C,, but at this time didn't know anything about it.
We were endeavouring to get our small unit in to some sort of



shape, whan we wvare heavily shelled, cCol, Cumuing decidad to
ove the unit to a safer area, One shell had landed in a hut
which we had made the Officers Mess and severely wounded the
<nd in Command and an Orderly, It was lucky I was out of the
liess at the time, as I was wvalking towvards the Hut to have
breakfast, as the shell had landed on my bunk,

lie moved to a site in the rubber trees and spent the night
thare, Shelling vas heavy all around us but we sustained no
casualtiea. I wvas sent down to Fort Canoing to asgcertain

tha role of our unit, accompanied by Lieut. Jack Baker froa
tie 4th battalion who on his arcival in Singapore had suffered
an appendicitis but had now recovered, It was very dark in
army H.(, I think I was taken to General Percival but I may
be wrong, I recelved orders for the Rattalion to proceed to a
point to the south of Hill 220 which overlooked the Bukit Timan
road, We were instructed to advance at 07,00 hrs and attack
tha hill,

At 07,00 hrs we moved forward with fixed bayonats, As ve were
proceeding up the hill, a large foruwation of Japanase bombers
bomped us neavily, This vas extremely frightening, as we had
no covar at all, We suffered some casualties. ter this
incident, we reached the top of the hill with only slight
opposicion. We remained here awvaiting further orders.

Lisut, Gregson from the Selanger Volunteers had Joinad us as he
could speak Malay., He was sent dowu to see if he eould find
out wvhat the position vas and returnaed in an hour or two having
been unable to congtact anybody, us the Japanese had alresady
taken up positions behind us, We stayed on the hill all day
end at night I went off with Lieut, Jack Baker and managed to
Ohtain a certain amount of food aud two cans of water from a
ssall kaapong, There vere Japanose vandering about
everywhare, so we retired back to our hideout on the hill,

The tollowing day the Japanese stationed a battery of guns to
our rear and started shelling Siugspore town, Wa watched all
day very low flying Zeros and alse the Japanese had the
audacity to put up an obsecvation balloon, which our Ack Agk
Euuners were unable to shoot down, We had a grand stand view
of the Japanases troops advancing into Singapore down the Bukitc
Timah road, We didn't discover that as planned we should have
had troops advancing on botih our flanks when we took the hill,
Little did we koow, that the attack “ad been cancalled the
night before and wa were never inforaed,

Later in the dl{ ve heard the suns stop firing and the Japanese
yelling “"Bonzai®, "Bonzai”, We knew then that Singapore had
fallen, This was the 15th February, Colonel Cumming called the
Officers and V,C,0.,s togather and discussed the situation we
wvare in, It vas decided that ve should break up imto small
parties and andeavour to escape,



19th June 1990,
ESCAPE FROM SINGAPORE 1942.

==

The photos which I donated to the Jat Museum in Bareilly at
this year's Reunion related to the ascape from Simgapore of a
party of Jats commanded by Lieut.Col A, Cumming of the Frontier
Force Regiment,

buring the final days before the 15th February 1942 when
Singapore fell, a Jat Battalion was formed out of the survivors
of the 4th Battalion who had held the position at Mwar with the
help of the Australians and the remains of the 2nd Battalion
who had fought all the way Jown the Malay peninsular, This
Jat unit was commanded by Lieut, Col, A, Cumming of the
Frontier Force Regiment, who at the time had won the V,C.
unbeknown to himself whilst fighting up country,

On the morning of the l2th February the Jats were ordered to
attack Hill 220 south of Bukit Panjanm, As the Jats advanced
they were heavily bombed by 27 low flying enemy aircraft and
suffered a number of casualties. It was undarstood that they
were to be supported om either flank, but this did not happen.
They vere not informed that the attack had been cancelled the
night before, Little resistance was encountered and the hill
was captured,

The Jats remained concealed in thick scrub while Japanese Zeros
and heavy bowbers flew overhead attacking troops at their rear
and also bembing Singapore, The Japanese were seen to advance
down Bukit Tima road and they later positioned a heavy
artillery battery at the base of the hill to the rear of the
Jats position. Firing continued on Singapore town for the next
two days and it was obvious that the Jats were surrounded and
on the l5th February the guns stopped firimg and shouts of
"Bonzi® were heard,

Tue Jat men had had no food or water for 4 days and were in
poor shape. Colonel Cumming called all Officers and Viceroy
Commissioned Officers together and explained the situation,
Ine VCOs passed on to all their men that Singapore had fallen
and there vas little chance of any of us getting away.
Colonel Cumuing suggested that troops should form themselves
into small parties and try to pass themselves off as Malays,

A small party wvas made up of British Officers and VCOs, but
some British Officers and VCOs decided to surrender, After
many hardships this small party managed to escape from the
Island and reach Sumatra, The photographs tell the story of
the escape, Their troubles were not over, as on reaching



Sumatra the Japanese were already advancing up the island and
the fall of Padang opn the Weat coast was imminent, The party
eventually reach Padang and were asked to volunteer to fight
in Java and embarked on a small coastal steamer called Palopo,
which headed south, This was the last ship to leave Padang,
After two or three days at sea an upturned lifeboat was spotted
with two survivors of the ship that had left before us. This
had been torpedoed, On nearing Java, a message was received to
head for Ceylon as Java was about to capitulate, Eventually

the ship reached Caylon, We had arrived exactly a month after

leaving Singapore,

February 1991



1885
1747
1762
15&1
1935
1959

1068

nenimuntal Badge #
Rugimental March

Frginental Day

"ilciknama"

Batils Honours

."_'J:I""l il War I
,"he Great War)

1017195

Worid War II

rorea_l951=52

Cyprus 1955-57

BRIEF HISTORY
OF
THE ROYAL NORFOLK REGIMENT

Formed as Colonel Cornwall's Regiment of Foot
Renamed as 9th Regiment of Foot

9th (East Norfolk) Regiment of Foot

The Norfolk Regiment

Tha Bousl Hapfalle Besimont

The Royal Norfolk Regiment amalgamated with The Eufl
Ragiment to form the lst Battalion The East Anglisn
Regiment (Royal Norfolk and Suffolk)

Amalgamation with other East Anglian Regimenis to for:
lst Battalion (Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire]
The Royal Anglian Regiment

The Figure of Britannia
Rule Britannia

25 April. Anniversary of the Battle of Almanza 1707

it was as a reward for ocutstanding bravery and coursge

at this Battle that the Regiment was granted tne privilege
and distinction of wearing the figure of Britannia s~z =
badge i

Tha Holy Boys. dh Tallvd—becaute during !L; Peninaulsi
War in Portugal and Spain, the figure of Britannis was
thought by the local population to be that of the
Mary

Too numerous to list, but the main campaigne are:

Belle Isle, Weast Indies 1794, Peninsula, lst ATghan W
Afghanistan 1879-80, Boer War 1300=1902

All major battles on Western rront, including Mons,
Le Cateau, Marne 1914, Ypres 1914-15-17-18, Somme 19 c-1.
France and Flanders 1914-18, Italy 1917-18.

Middle East; Landing at Suvla, Gallipoli 1915,
Egypt IELE—lT, Gaza, Palestine 1917-18, Shaiba,
Kut-al-Amara 1915, 1917. Ctesiphon, Mesopotamia 1914-1

Battalions of the Regiment served in Indfh. China, Adm
JdIrag,” 2oyet, West Indies and Gibraltar
#

France and Belgium 1939-40, 3t Vallery 1840, 3T Treow

La Bassee, Dunkirk 1940, Normandy Landing, Brisux
Bridghead, Falaise, Venralij, Rhineland, Brinkun,

N W Europe 1840, 44-45. Singapore Island, Malaya, 19432,
North Arakan, Imphal, Kohima, Aradura, Mandalay.

juring World War II, soldiers of the Regiment were awarded five VCs, the mos
awarded to any British Regiment during this War.






